


“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ alro
gorﬁi:; the church, and gave bimself for it” (Ephesians

Many tdmes the Bible compared the hushand-
wife relationship to the relarionship berween Jesusand
the Church, Chirist considered the love and harmony
betweesn hushband al:ld wife s0 Breat that He used it to
compare His love for us, OF course, Jesus loves the
Church far more than a husband and wife could even
begin ro love cach other, Bur no greater love was there
on earth for Chrise o compare His lowe than thar of
lhl" un i.l.'!ll'l h:hl.fctn mean and Worman.

The union of man and woman is strong. IF
the marr]a.ge is centered on Christ, it can endure 3l
things. But there s one thing chat will iry a marriage
more than any thing else,”and that i the sin of
unfzit!‘lﬁlln:.':;s CI"F Dne matre al i]'lJiI: t]'lC ‘]t]'l.:r. Tl‘lat
is the sin of aduleery. It is the one thing thar seems
impossible to forgive and even harder o LTREL. Only
through Christ can this sin tuly be forgiven and
forgotten. This sin tears both sides of 4 marriage.
Th‘ﬂ one "ﬁl'hﬂ' Wmn‘li.l.’s ﬂ.’dul.l'l:r_!u" I5 nFﬂ:n caten up w[tl'l
Fuilr: the other one feels defiled, Orher things can be
ofgiven with ease, bur in the case of adulrery, unl{' in
the name of Jesus can all things truly be forgven. Tt is
probably the worst sin we could commir againse our
mate. [ the same sense, spiritual aduliery is probably
the waorst sin we could commir against our God.

Spiritual adulvery? Whar is that! ['ve never read
anything about it in my Bible. Sure you have. Exadus
203, “Thew shalt lave no ather gods befare me. " It
the first commandment.

“For thon shalt wrrﬁu'p o other gﬂd‘ o the Lo,
whase name & fealows, &5 a jealons Cod " {Exodus 34:
14). '

]ust as a hushand or wife is ita]::uh‘ when cheir
mare commits adultery, so is our God jealous when we
cummit Hpi.r]tu:a.l ﬂ'l'."l.l.l.ﬂirk". J'I.I.Et db Wi i.t"l-'t OUr mate
by this act, so do we grneve God, Spirimal adulrery
i putting semething above God. We all know that
much. But we need 1o dig a little deeper. Go back
to the husband-wife relationship for a minure. When

you commirt adultery in the Acsh, you don't necessarily
Ul SOMEnne & re your mare. Bur, if only for a
W m:i nutes, ¥ou dﬂ ]:l-u‘t SOMEDNE an tl.'“: same I.i:\'ei or
in place of your mare and by the very act of adultery
vou allow someone else to rake care of the needs thar
your mate has vowed cheir life o fill. This s the very
reason your mate will be so hure by chis acr,

In the same respect, spiroal adultery s oo
only purring something above Gad, it is alsa purting
something or somecne in addition w, even with, or
in place of God. Reading the horoscope ourt of the
MOrning paper is sp'lrim=| aduleery. Iv is hnving a
god in addition ro your one God. You_mighr say, “T
n.-all].' dan’t believe 1o . | jl.u;t read it for Tun.” ‘I']us
is probably very true. You dan’t really believe in it
But how do vou think God feels when He sces vou
hrinEing a pagan 1l into your life?

‘Ir’s juse rﬁm, I really don't believe in i, Go
out and commic aduleery in the Hesh, then come
home, smile at vour mate and say, “Honey, 1 just
committed adultery, bur don't worry abour it 1 really
didn't mean ic. | just did ic for fun.” Ie will be liule
consolarion o your spouse thar you “just did ic for
Fun.” The fact remains char you defiled your bady and
your relationship with your spouse. Mo matter why it
was done, their b::;rr will still he braken. That’s just
how God must [eel.

Your mate mighe say in cears, “l'm a failure. 1
can't talfill all of your needs. Am 1 nor good c:nml[gdh
for you?” God might say, “Whats wrong, my child?
Why do you allow a pagan od ta be a pare of your
life¥ Am T nor a big enough God o fulfll all your
needs™

It’s casy enough ta picture how your mate might
feel, Tey 1o picture how God must feel when you
cheat on Him. He sent His only Son w die for us
on Calvary, then He sent His Haly Spiric. He gives
power to tread on the devil. He gives us authority 1o
use Jesus' name. And o rop i all, He freely gives us
love that we can't even begin 1o comprehend. And
what da we do but start oft every day by bowing o a

pagan god, “just for fun.



W aren’t the first generation to defile God with
spiritual adulrery, The Jews did it when they were
only six weeks our of bondage. God delivered them
from the hand of their Egyptian caprors. He opened
the Red Sea in their exodus. Whar a feeling that must
have been to stand on the floor of the sea with the
power of the Living God literally haldi.léghback a wall
of warer. Then going into the desere and having their
food fall from heaven like rain, Yer with these thin
sill fresh in their minds, whar did they do? They buﬁi
a pagan god, a golden calf, and bowed their knees and
WOTS ipg)cd it. How did God feel about their spiritual
aduleery? He came very close to destroying them
all. This is how God felt. How does God feel abourt
spiritual adultery - when He is not first in your life?

ad abour the Israelites wandering in the wilderness
for forty vears. Read abour Sedom and Gomorrah or
the sins of mankind before the Aood or even the Tower
of Babel. Read ] Samuel 28:5-19. Saul was told, while
using witchcraft, thar he would die because he did not
obey the voice of the Lord. Whenever man walked
away from God and mrned 1o snm:lhinrg else, he
incurred the anger of God, God wants our fellowship.
Yﬂ:, G'L'Hi Ils a lfﬂ.lﬂus G’Ud. TJ'!ErEfUn:, i‘. I.TEI:IU“‘-".‘.'E s
w learn from the mistakes of others. As children of
God, we have no other choice; no other options are
open to us. We are to serve Him and Him alone, We
need not and should nor dabble with horoscopes,

i.I'J Fﬁrrun:r:lll:r!i, FlﬂIJTI r:a-l:ln:rs, h}rpnn!lsm,
drugs, charms, or any other type of divination.

ulﬂlud'l.llllfl':f', 'ﬂ'l'lt'r T marltal o EPIII'JIILL;IL ;5 = |
betrayal of a commireed love. Those things thar would
tempt us to commit spiritual adulrery will lose their
appeal if we pur God first and allow Him to permeate
every aspect of our lives and fulfill every need as they
arise. “For we are members of bis body, of bis flesh, and
af His bones” (Ephesians 5:30).
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