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Wrat iS5 OccuLtisM?

According o Websier's Dichonary, 1t 15 o be-
lief in or study of supematural powers or seonet
knowlkedge. SMated concisely, it is pariicipation or
urvolvement in amy manner with forune telling,
magie praciices, spinbism (communication with
the dead), or false religious colis and teschines.

The Senptures warn that there will be a great
increase in occult activity in the last doys:

"Wow the Spieif speakerh expressly, that in

the lotter finnes sowe shall depart from the

Jaith, giving beed T sedweing spivits. and

ocirimes of devils ™ (1 Tamothy 4:15,

Then: has never been a iime in history when
the warmings agoinst (he dangers of occultism
were mome necessary than i this present age.
Muliitudes of people, Chnstian and non-Chris-
tian alike, find themselves suffernng physical,
mental, and spintual oppressions, few realirng
that it 15 because they hove allowed themsehves o
become ensnared in the disbolical web of occult-
ism. which = under the influence and comtrol of
the powers of darkness.

\iTaL GuesTions To Conser

IT vou have ever been involved inam way in
the Tfollowing activities, whether innocenily o
nol, are vou aware thal the Scriplures condemin
(hese practices withoul exception, and that vou
have opened the door o oppression or bondage
fo the powers of darkiness”

Have you ever visited a fortune ieller” Have
vou ever had vour palm read or been told your
future by the use of Tarod cards, tea leaves, or a
erysial ball? Have you ever consulied or played
with an Ouija board?

Have vou ever consulied a medium or phomed
a paychic? Have vou ever altended a séance or at-
temped 1o communicale with the dead or a spirit
guide”

Have vou practiced or expermented wilh
viopa (Hindo mindBody control), cryvstals, chan-
meling, ESP. telepathy, numerology, aulomalic
wriling, table=lipping. levitation, or hy pnosis”

When ill, have vou sought (or were you sub-
Jested o as a child) diagnosis, treatmend, or heal-
ing through chakeas, magic chamuing, Pow- wow
(Indian medicing man), spiritualism, hypnosis.
il pendulum, or trance”!

Do vou read the horoscope column or fol-
low astrology? Do vou read or possess books on
Kabbalah, Runes, ESP, meincamation, dreams.
Fortuie telling, asirology, self-realization, magic.
clairvovance, hy pnosis, vogd, vin-vang, or works
by Edpar Cavee. J K. Rowling, John Edwards,
Svivia Browne, or James Van Praagh?

Have vou, as a member of law enforcement,
called or consulted a psvehic o solve a crnime, or
Iave vou approved of doing so”

Have vou, or has anvone on your behalf, di-
vited Tor water, oil, minerals, or undenground
waler limes by using a forked stick (water wilch=
ing o dowsing !

Finallv, and mosi deceptively, have yvou begn
Tured by one of the mamy “churches,” religions,
orders, o fratemities that offer beautiful and se-
ductive traditions, rituals, rites, or idols as a path-
way 1o God’s acceptance, other than the Word of
Ciodd, which is the Biblke” Mamy such “churches”
and organizations substituie doctrings and tradi-
tiois Ffor salvation through belef in Jesus Christ
and true repentance, and because of that, the soul

is lefi vulnerable o oppression by the powers of
darkness — since the Rock of Ages (Chnsth is not
the comerstone of (he faith. These “clhurches”
musl prind books other than the Bibke to guide
their millions of followers in their decepiion

OcevLt [NvoLveMENT I IN

DisoseniEnce To Goo's Wosn

All forms of fortune telling, spintism, magic
practices, and involvement in the cults and thair
teachings are absolutely forbidden by the Scnip-
fures;

“When thow art come inio the fand which

the FLord thy God giveth thee, thow shalt

not learn to do alter the ahominations of

those nations. Theve shall wot be Jownd

among vou @y one ., that wseth divination

(forune telling). or mn observer of times

(soothsayer), ar an enchanter (lmy{_in:mn].

ar @ witch. O a charmer (hypotist). or

a consnlter with familiar spivits (medium

posscssed by a spint guide), oF @ wizard

{clairvoyant or pavchic), or @ necromancer

{medmm who consuliz the dead). For all

that do these things are an abomination

seto the Lowd " iDan, 15502

The Scriptures condemn all forms of occult-
1sm as sorcery and wam that, as works of the
flesh, “. they which do such things shall not in-
herit the kingdom af God ™ (Gal, 5;19.21), and ..
shall have their part i the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone, " (Rev, 20:8). From gar-
liest times, God forbade occultism as spiritually
defiling and made participation in i punishable
by death (Lev. 19:31; 20:27) and cause for regjection
of that soul by God (Lev, 20:6)

OccuLt InvoLvemenT Breaks THE FiRsT
CommanoMENT AND InvokEs (oo's Curse

There are only two sources of hidden infor-
mabion and konowledge or supernatural help,
pumdance and healing - God or Saian. One my,
through prayer in Jesus™ Name, seek such help
from God. But there is another way to obtain the
desired gudance - occultism. Behind this door
stand Satan and the powers of dadkness who
work through the oceult medin of fortune tell-
ing, magc, spintism, and false religious culis.
The Scnpiures Torbsd man to seck help from or
contact these sources, for it 15 the same as calling
upon ansdher pod (Exsdus 20035, Satan 15 called
the “wod of this world™ (2 Cor 4:4). Alihough Satan
often accommodaies one with hidden knowledge
or help through these sources, this indrvidual has
opened a door of access to ham and becomes prey
fer thee forces of darkness (o oppress in many ways.

The senousness of occult pariicipation 15 seen
in the judgment of God which fell upon King
Saul, who died the day afier secking help from a
medium? (Fead 1 Semuel 28 31 and 1 Chronicles 10:13,
14)

CharacTERSTICS OF OCcuLT
Oremecsion anp_SvesecTion

The following are a few of the evidences of
occuli oppression or bondage, although some of
these syvmptoms may stem from other causes
Usually when one or more of these mamifesta-
tipns are present it 15 an indication of the pros-
ence and activily of demonic spints, as well as
the need of deliverance:

A prolonged depression or gloonuncss; indif-
lerence; irmesponsibility; unprediciable behav-



wor; detusions; uncontrollable passions, appe-
tites, temper, sexual perversions; enslavement o
drugs, alcohol, or tobacco; hatred in the hean

hronic fear or anxicty; NETvOUSNESS OT NEU-
rotic behavior, feclings of imadequacy or self-
paty: abnormal desire for attention; extremely
negative personality; compulsions (ling, steal-
ing. gambling ) or obsessions (fear of dying, acute
jealonsy ), thoughts of self-destruction

An abnormal talkativeness or londness; mul-
tering to onesell; shunning others; unkempt ap-
pearance; abnotmally bright or glazed eves; sul-
len, perverse or defiant facial expression,

lH,‘Im:n-nu: plvsical silments that do not respond
to praver or eatment; serious mariial or parental
problems; sinife and discond in the church

Indifference 1o spintual things — the Scrip-
tures or prayer, chronic doubis and difficulty
exercising faith; unscriptural religious beliefs; in-
ability to recerve Chnst or the Holy Spint; hatred
of the Blood Atonement, blasphemous thoughis
against Grod

Supematural expenences; possession of psy-
chic or extrasensory powers (none of which are
to be confused with the genuing gifts of the Holy
Spanit); sceing appantions; heaning voices; polter-
geist phenomena

MeTHoD oF LEFRATION FROM

OceoLr Oreression aND_SusECTiON

[f the oppressed are o be st free, Chnstians
musi nd themselves of the imive and unscnptural
notion that believers cannot be oppressed by Sa-
tan, On the contrary, many have been oppressed,
depressed, deceved, bound and afflicied, espe-
cially when there has been occull involvement,

whether before or after comversion (Se: 1k 13:11;
223132 2Cor 127 1| These, 2:1%; | Tim. 4:1; 1 Pe, 5:8-
& Eph. &:11-13)

THeee STERs To DELIVERANCE:

1, Cowfession of faitk i Christ and repeniance
of i,

Without such a confession and repemtance, there
can be no permanend liberation, for where no sin-
cere commuimend to Chnst 1s made, there 15 no
secure basis for such an individual to make con-
tinued resistance 1o the powers of darkness

2 Confession of accull sins,

All pcoult mwvolvement must be recogmized as
disobedience to God, repudiated, and confessed
g5 sin. The oppressed onc should name cach form
of occult participation which can be recalled
(such as visiting fortune tellers, playing the Ouija
board, following astrology, cic.), confessing it as
sin, and asking forgivencss in Jesus' Mame, [t is
well to ask pardon also for amy oocult iImeolbve-
mcni vou may have forgotien.

3. Rensnnciafion of Natan and connvnand for i
fo depart in the Namie of Jesus,

Thas 15 mot to be a praver or request, but a dirooi
command 1o Satan himself, by the person secking
deliverance. At this point Satan will onlv heed a
command io depart permanently from the indi-
vidual who granted him access in the first place
through occult imcolvement. In faith, renounce
ham and all his work in vour life and command
him to depart in Jesus' Mame,

In exceptional cases where oppression 15 severe
and laith 15 weak, it mav be advizable 1o have the



assistance of a strong belever to cast out these
powers of darkness afier the first three sieps have
been taken on the part of the oppressed,

Accept the Tact of your liberation by faith, Do
not rely on feelings or appearances ai this point
Stand on the Word of Gﬂ?‘: the evidence and as-
surance will follow, Satan knows that he must
release his victim when commanded 1o do so in
Jesus" Name, but the evidence may not always be
seen immediatelv, Boldly confess vour deliver-
ance by Taith and “Cuhmit yoursalves therefove
1 God. Resisi the devil and he will flee from Vo,
Dieerw pigh o Crowd, and he will draw nigh to vou.
Cleanse your hands, ve sinners; and purify vour
heares, ve dovble-minded"” (Jnmes 47, 8},

Matthew 2424 and Mark 13:22 1ell us that
there is coming a time when even the very elect
will be seduced and deceived, so it is important
10 hoed the warning given 1o us in 1 John 4:1-4;

“Beloved, believe not every spiril, but try the
spivits whether they are of God: every spirit
that confesseth not that Jesus Cheist is come
she flesh is not of God: and this is the spirit of anti
chwist,. ¥e ave of God, litde children, and have
avercome them: becaise greater is he that is in
o, thar fe that is in the workd "
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