


ne of the most popular words in a teenager’s

vocabulary is love. Yet few teenagers really

know what true love is. Too many confuse
love with lust. Love is of God—lust is of the devil,
Lowe will free you—Ilust will trap vou,

This is a true story of two young people who mis-
took lust for love. He was the son of a wealthy man.
She was a beautiful danghter of a socially prominent
family, He found it harﬁ to do anything to her, This
bothered him night and day. He began to scheme and
lay plans on how to have her. She was completely in-
nocent, She wanted more than anything else to find
her true love,

He was a good talker. His first step was to gain the
confidence of the parents. He used every trick in the
book. He told his triends he was in love with her—he
couldn't eat or sleep. He must have her.

One day the world came crashing down around
her. He was as smooth talking as tﬁe devil and as
cunning as a fox. He was stronger than she was. The
record states he forced her,

She cried to him about the terrible shame, about,
hurting her parents, about his making a fool of him-
self—but he wouldn't listen to reason. Love listens
to reason but lust never does. Love 15 cautious—lust
is blind.

Was it true love? You figure it out. Five minutes
after he had shamed her, he suddenly changed. She
saw him for the beast he really was. He ordered her
to get lost. She wept hysterically. Now that he got what
he wanted, he hated her. He said he couldn't even
stand the sight of her and began to call her names
and refused to take her home. The last thlng he said
to her was, “Don't ever let me see you again” She was

lrﬂ_ﬁpﬁd!
hat's not the end of the story. It never is. Some-

one wanted revenge. Her brother was furious and her
father was mortified. The tragic end came ata drinkin
rty held by the brother mg he shamed girl. A hirec
iller assassinated the young man. He died instantly.

This sounds like a story out of the newspapers
today, doesn't it? But this is the Bible story of Amnon
and Tamar. You can read it in 2 Samuel 13. It is also
the story of countless teenagers everywhere. The Bible
says: “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin; and sin, when it
is finished, bringeth forth death™ (James 1:14-13), Lust
brings death!

Listen, teenager, the path of lust is the path of Hell.
And Hell is the devil’s final trap! Today’s attitude to-
ward sin isn't new at all. Satan used the same lies to
tempt Eve that he uses to trap teenagers today. The
same path always leads to the same place. Flirting
with sin will always bring you to the point where you
find yourself overpowered by your sin, unable to help
yourself,

The saddest thing about Tamar is that she was only
looking for love—every teenager is. And those who
look for love in the sins and pleasures of self-gratifi-
cation will be just as trapped as she was.

But many teenagers have found real love and hap-
piness—the highest possible kind of love: God's love,
It is so far above any other love that it is able to bring
the highest kind of happiness.

How can you know about God's love? John 3:16
tells you about it: “For God so loved the world (includ-
ing you) that he {"GI«'E fis only begoften Son” How do

ou know God loves vou? Becanse He gave. True
ove is concerned about giving rather t%um about
getting. True love is concerned about the other
persons welfare rather than personal gratification,



There's a way out of the trap you're in. Theres a way
to real love, happiness, and security. But there is only
one way: God's way.

God's way is this: accept God's gift, Jesus Christ.
He loves you even with all your sins and offers salva-
tion to you—free. You don't have to reform yourself,
He'll transform you.

How is this possible? Jesus Christ died on the
Cross, taking the penalty of your sins. John 3:16 con-
tinues: “ That whosoever believeth in him should not
jperish, but have everlasting life”

The Irf-}p of sin leads you to everlasting death, but
Christ offers vou everlasting love—as a free gift.

How do you accept this free gift? Repent of vour
sins. That means you must be sorry for them and ask
God to forgive you. Then ask Christ to live in your
heart. He willl "If we confess our sins, he (God) is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Your part is to confess your sins. When you do
that, God has promised to forgive you. And God
never goes back on a promise.

This is the Bible way to be saved. The first move
is up to you, God will meet you halfway. Pray this
prayer from vour heart:

“Jesus, I admit I'm a hopeless and lost sinner. I
need You. Forgive all my sins. [ confess them all to
You right now. I know You can and will forgive them.
I believe on You, Jesus. I accept You into my heart as
my awn Savior, Thank You, Jesus, for hearing a sin-
ner's prayer and for the g&ﬂ of eternal life You have
just now given me. Amen.
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