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Foreword

To introduce this book in a standard fashion; complimenting
the author, listing his credentials and degrees or rating it against
others would be insensitive to the subject presented, inappro-
priate and distracting. Instead, it is important to know how it
wound up in your hands today.

For more than eighty-three years, the ministry of the Buttram
family, The Gospel Tract Society, has printed and distributed Bi-
ble tracts throughout the world--declaring the Sovereignty of the
Most High God, His power to change lives, and the wonderful
gift of Salvation offered to all who believe upon the only Name
to save—Jesus. We taught the Return of Christ as the Blessed
Hope, which is the Rapture of the Saints, both living and dead.
What was believed then, was that this event was to preclude the
onset of the Antichrist and the Great Tribulation.

On July 22, 2009, in a matter of hours, it seemed that the Lord
had shown me that the time of the Antichrist was much nearer
now and the the Day of The Lord, would not occur until—well
into the Great Tribulation. I realized how little I really under-
stood about eschatology, but the one thing I now know—we bet-
ter get ready before we fall into a delusion of unknown propor-
tions. At the time, I knew of no one who believed in the Lord,
who didn’t believe He would return before the Antichrist. But
now, faced with this revelation, I had to tell my family, our staff
and the dear people of our ministry, as well as the nearly seventy
pastors of our mission in Haiti. I began with a letter to our min-
istry family telling them what happened to me, while still unable
to lay out the details of what would happen next and when.

As you might imagine, since it is estimated that eighty percent
of Christianity believe in a pre-tribulation Rapture, much of the
early response was hostile and shocking. I was declared as an
agent of Satan, a divider of families, and an enemy of the foun-
dations of the Christian faith. I understood the response, since
I was given the task of teaching what the Lord had given me.
Many people sent me Pre-Tribulation Books, studies as well as

pre-Wrath books and studies. One such book was in rough con-
dition, having been duct taped at the seam, drilled and stitched
with plastic Wal-Mart bags. The letter that accompanied it was
the greatest encouragement I had received in many years:

Dear Brother Tom: I, Guy Terwilliger received your “Harvest-
er” Aug/Sept. 2009 this morning and received massive “goose
bumps.” I then knew there was something of extreme importance
inside. As I read “Straight Talk,” I realized what it all entailed.
In March I was traveling down a street where I prune the city
trees for the Dept. of Public Works. I do this for free in exchange
for the branches which I sell on the flower market in Manhattan.
There was a home where there was a massive trash bag pile next
to the curb. I kept getting unction from the Spirit to go back. Fi-
nally I was obedient and went back. This enclosed book was on
top of all the bags. I know that the Lord wanted me to stop being
a “false prophet” about pre-tribulation rapture. ['ve asked Him
to forgive me and am confident in Him. Being born again since
1976, I thought Jesus was coming any second and I was wrong.
I’'m sending the book so “study to show yourself approved” and
let whoever else needed, read it. Return it to me when you are
finished...” In Jesus, Guy Terwilliger

I took the book, THE HARVEST home and later picked it up
and just opened it to the middle somewhere and started reading
aloud to my wife. As I read, tears began to stream down my
cheeks, as the truth I had known, but was yet unable to verbalize,
was coming off the pages. My wife said, “Tom, that is exactly
what you have been saying,” as she too was wiping away tears.
At that point, I couldn’t read fast enough—I read toward the
front, then to the back, skipping all around trying to catch up on
fifty-five years of being confused.

We made ten copies and passed them around to staff and fam-
ily, not being able to find copies anywhere. Harder still, was to
locate the author—Johnny L. Dudley, a real estate developer in
Florida. By that time, I realized that this book had the under-
standing and sequence of events that believers needed today and
I wanted a couple thousand copies—if possible. Failing to locate
Mr. Dudley for some time caused me to decide to reprint the



book just as we found it. Then, after bird-dogging for weeks, I
found Johnny’s mother and left my contact information. When
he was finally able to contact me, I was astounded and asked
him where he received such understanding of scriptures that fit
today’s world—twenty-five years ago?

He then asked my intentions and in a couple days he was in
my office and we became acquainted. He explained his intense
interest in my call, because as he had suffered great financial
loss at the end of 2008 and after, which brought him eventually
back to reread the book he had written twenty-five years earlier.
He read it over six times and prayed, “Lord, is this the time to
bring this book back? If it is, then I am waiting on you. It will sit
here until I hear from you.”

Two months later, he received my call and insistence to re-
print THE HARVEST. The point of this introduction is—that
the time of Johnny’s prayer, my revelation and Ray Terwil-
liger’s finding the thrown out book in a trash heap—calculate
to be nearly the same time! The book you are holding is unlike
so many that make claims, this book is anointed, a thrown out
treasure brought from days past for the Church today.

In today’s “feel good” theology and “prosperity message”
atmosphere, the thought that the True Church would be called
upon to suffer and be hated for His Name’s sake, is not a popular
theme—to say the least. However, if one is an active student of
international and national developments as well as the prophe-
sies throughout the Bible, joy can be found in knowing the truth.
Our Salvation and the overcoming of sin, and fear as well, are
based upon our love of the “truth of the Word.” And while it will
not answer all the questions you may have about the end-of-time
things, it will give you a strong foundation that will help prepare
you to handle the truth and to love it.

The True Church will joyfully await the Blessed Hope, The
Day of the Lord, His Second Coming—The Rapture of the
Saints, all at one prophesied time, when the mystery of God is
finished, at the Last Trump.

Tom Buttram
Gospel Tract Society

The Two Mysteries

1
The Two Mysteries

It was a hot, humid afternoon as I parked my pickup
truck in the front yard of a slightly tilted frame house
on the outskirts of town. Dogs of all shapes and sizes
seemed to materialize, greeting me with a diversity of
wags and barks, as I made my way to the rear of the
house. Behind the house, long rows of greenhouses
emerged out of an immense growth of ugly dog fennel
weeds. A well-worn path led me through the ugly plants
to the front door of the first plastic house.

Pushing my way through the door, I stepped into
a controlled environment where all of the necessary in-
gredients for the germination of a seed were carefully
regulated. Long rows of tables sagged with the weight
of hundreds of vessels of potting soil that were neatly
arranged under a complex network of irrigation pipes.
Workers carefully tended their needs, and each vessel
brought forth fruit according to the seed which the
husbandman of the greenhouse had sown.

And so it is with the universe. God has created
an environment that houses a world full of “clay



THE HARVEST

vessels” . . . people (2 Cor. 4:7). Each vessel is a fertile
container endowed with the capacity to germinate
the seed of truth, which is referred to in Scripture as
the “wheat.” Unfortunately, we are not restricted to
the seed of the wheat only but are also able to receive
and germinate the engraftable seed of deception . . . the
tare.

The wheat is the good seed of the Word of God sown
by the Son of man (Matt. 13:37). Those who receive
and nurture the good seed are the children of the
kingdom (Matt. 13:38). The wheat is the seed of truth
(God’s Word), that matures into the fruit of under-
standing, which causes us to humble ourselves before
God.

The tare is the seed that is sown by the Devil (Matt.
13:39). Those who receive and nurture the seed of the
tare are the children of the Devil (Matt. 13:38). The
tare is a seed of deception, that matures into the fruit of
confusion, so that we act with arrogance before God.

The tare is indistinguishable from wheat while the
two are growing into blade. But when they become
ear, they can be separated without difficulty, for it is by
their fruits that they are known (Matt. 7:15-20).

And so it is with the world. Two seeds are sown in
the earth. Both are bringing forth a mystery. The seed
of the wheat is bringing forth the “Mystery of
God . . . he hath declared to his servants the prophets”
(Rev. 10:7). The seed of the tare is bringing forth the
“Mystery of iniquity” (2 Thess. 2:7). Both seeds will
continue to grow together until the end of the age and the
time of the harvest (Matt. 13:30).

There is enmity between them! (Gen. 3:15).

The Two Mysteries

The Mystery of God

The seed of the Word of God has been sown in the
earth to bring forth a harvest (James 5:7). That God
was after a harvest was a mystery to the Hebrew proph-
ets (Rom. 16:25-26) and is often misunderstood by the
New Testament church.

Men have taught the concept that God has
engineered redemption in order that He might restore
man to the unfallen state of Adam. However, Adam
was never the completed product. He did not fully
reflect the image of God.

In the Genesis account of creation, it is recorded that
God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness” (Gen. 1:26). He then began the creation pro-
cess by forming Adam from the dust of the earth. But
Adam was not finished; he did not bear the perfect image
of his creator.

There are two key areas in Adam’s nature which fall
drastically short of reflecting God’s image. These
character flaws openly demonstrate that God has not
yet completed His creation process in Adam. Adam
was: (1) unable to resist sin and walk in perfect obedience
to truth, and (2) not able to walk in love. When Adam
was confronted with his sin, he immediately demon-
strates his character flaws by shifting the blame to Eve.
He was unwilling to lay down his life for her.

God is omniscient. Therefore, His infinite under-
standing enables Him to speak of things that are not
as though they were (Rom. 4:17; Ps. 147:5). He is able
to declare the end from the beginning, and from an-
cient times He declares the things that are not yet done
(Isa. 46:10). Therefore, due to His ability to speak of
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the future as though it were the present, He was able
to declare that man was made in His image. This
declaration was based entirely upon the immutability
of His Word, but not upon what had already transpired.
God’s statement that man was created in His image
was not a joyful conclusion of His work. Rather, it
was the first universal proclamation of His objective.
His objective is to bring forth many reproductions of
Christ (Rom. 8:29).

Christ is the first Man made totally in the image of
the Father! He is perfect in obedience and love, and
redeemed man is now being made into the image of
Christ.

Christ is the prototype, the original model that we
are being patterned after. Man is the earthen culture
(that is, prepared nutrient). We are vessels made from
dust (Gen. 2:7; 3:19; Ecc. 3:20) with the capacity to
incubate and germinate the Word of God. The Word
of God is “engrafted” into the human heart to
reproduce after its kind (James 1:21). We are presently
in the process of being made into the image of the
original prototype—Jesus Christ, who is the Word of
God (John 1:14).

The Genesis account of creation teaches us that God
spoke the worlds into existence but formed man from
dust. However, dust cannot reflect the image of God.
God is, therefore, creating man by speaking him into
existence just like He did the worlds. He is sending forth
His Word—as the dew from heaven—to bud in the
heart of His clay vessels, man. His Word will not return
void but shall accomplish that which He pleases (Isa.
55:11).

The Two Mysteries

God’s Word reflects His image: Dust could never
fulfill that expression. His Word is bringing forth a
harvest of men created in His image. We will one day
shed these containers of corruptible dust to allow the
incorruptible seed of His Word, which has been ger-
minating inside of us, to be raised in His likeness. The
Word of God (Jesus) was resurrected on that first
Easter morning. And it is the Word of God, which has
been sown in us, that will be resurrected at the last
trump. Made in His likeness, we will then live and reign
with Him forever (1 Peter 1:23).

God the Father is like a husbandman who is patiently
waiting for the earth to bring forth a harvest (James
5:7). He first made a seed into His perfect image: that
seed is Christ (Gal. 3:16). Jesus then made the universe
(John 1:3). The universe has unlimited boundaries that
house countless principalities and dominions (Col.
1:16). Finally, this world was brought forth in the midst
of'the universe as a spiritual greenhouse (Matt. 13:38), for
the sowing, nurturing and reproducing of the righteous
seed—Jesus.

Although man is the last of all creation, he is being
brought forth as the highest in authority of all of the
created beings—fulfilling the law that the last shall be
first.

Redeemed man will be first in rank of all of the
created beings of the universe. He will reign with Christ
as the third in power over all of creation. The first in
authority is the person of God the Father; the second
is the Word of God, Christ; and the third will be the
bride of Christ, the Church. Our authority will be of
the Father because He will inhabit us by His Holy Spirit
(Eph. 2:22).
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While God is in the process of making man in His
image, we are being observed by a great cloud of
witnesses (Heb. 12:1). These witnesses are, in part, the
principalities and powers that Christ has previously
created in heavenly places. Throughout the process of
creating man into the image of God, these principalities
and dominions of creation past are learning of God’s
manifold wisdom (Eph. 3:10).

Through the observation of the earth, God is
teaching these heavenly dominions the drastic wages
of sin. They are also learning of His grace, mercy,
endless love, and His severity.

The long process of man’s redemption is not a product
of clever engineering designed after the fall of
Adam. God knew man was going to fall before the
worlds were framed (1 Cor. 2:7; Eph. 1:4; 2 Tim. 1:9;
1 Peter 1:18-20; Rev. 13:8). Man’s fall was predetermined
in the heart of God. It is a necessary step in the
creative process of making man in His image.

Because of man’s destiny, it is necessary that he
should first experience the devastating effects of being
separated from God through the sin of pride. Man’s
destiny is perfection in Christ. We are to walk in an
intimate fellowship with the Most High God, reigning
with His Son as priests and kings throughout all of the
created universe (Rev. 1:6). This position will make us
extremely vulnerable to the sin of pride. Therefore, God
is preparing us by allowing us to have an experiential
knowledge of the fruit of pride before we are awarded
our inheritance. Having lived in darkness, we will never
again be enticed by pride once we are brought into His
light.

The Two Mysteries

Unlike Lucifer, we will bear the beauty of perfection
in humility. We will never again assume that our
strength and glory is of ourselves. We will eternally
express the praise of the glory of His marvelous grace,
rejoicing in Him forever (Eph. 1:6).

The part of God’s plan that required man to fall (in
order to bring him to glory), is made even more perfect
by the inclusion of Christ. Christ is the captain of our
faith. As the captain, He also was required to have an
experiential knowledge of the effects of sin. At Calvary,
Christ experienced the horror of being separated from
the Father by the sins of man. It was appropriate that
He was made perfect through suffering in order that
He would be sensitive to our weaknesses in every way
(Heb. 2:10).

Although Christ has tasted the bitterness of sin, His
response to it was different than ours. He endured sin
for us, but man has embraced sin as a first love.
Through Calvary, Christ has provided a way for man
to escape the wages of sin. He has ransomed us from
death and is now sowing His eternal nature into the
core of our being. He is life, and life is being engrafted
into us. He is transforming us to His nature and inhabiting
us with His spirit. He is building us together
into a holy habitation of God through the Spirit, a holy
tabernacle (1 Cor. 3:9, 16; 1 Cor. 6:19; Eph. 2:22).

The tabernacle He is building for the Spirit of God
is not a physical building, as we would picture in our
mind. It is a nation of redeemed men constructed into
the image of Christ. We are being prepared to house
the Spirit of the living God so that He might express
himself through us throughout all of the created
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universe. Christ is using the intense heat and pressure
of our environment to bring us into total devotion to
the Father, so that we will be fitting vessels to fulfill
the purpose of our calling.

We are becoming stones of unwavering love toward
the Father—Iliving stones harvested from all nations.
These stones are human cultures of dust who are being
transformed into the eternal nature of God by
engrafting the seed of His Word into their hearts.

Jesus is gathering these stones out of all nations and
engrafting them into himself, the Vine of Israel, as you
would engraft wild olive branches into a cultured olive
tree. Each of these stones will be able to express the
nature of God’s Spirit in a special way. All of us
together comprise the Temple that Christ is building.
We are being built upon the foundation that was laid
by the revelations of the apostles and prophets. Jesus
is both the Master Architect and the Chief Cornerstone
of the Temple. In Him, all the building is being fitly
framed together and is growing into a holy temple in
the Lord. Once completed, the Spirit of God will dwell
in us (His Temple) without measure.

Like a many-faceted diamond that defines, reveals,
and expresses the seven different colors of the light
which flows through it, we are being built into a many-
faceted Temple that will externally express the com-
plex nature of the seven spirits of God (see Rev. 1:4;
3:1; 4:5; 5:6). Each of us are patterned after Christ;
yet, each of us expresses a unique facet of the Person
of God.

The true purpose of God for man was a mystery to
the Hebrew prophets. They spoke of it and prophesied

The Two Mysteries

about it, but they were not able to fully understand
the magnitude of what God is doing (Eph. 3:5; Col.
1:26).

God has used the Hebrew nation and its prophets
to paint a portrait. Little by little, He created a verbal
portrait of His nature and His purpose to the world
through a prophetic scenario. Each of the Old Testa-
ment characters play a part in the portrait of God.

When the portrait was complete and the timing was
right, He then revealed the fullness of His verbal por-
trait in the flesh of one Man . . . Jesus. Jesus is the
portrait.

The world could not comprehend the fullness of what
God had done for us in Christ. Therefore, He raised
up apostles to assimilate the Scriptures and to fully ex-
press Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. The
apostles were used by God to remove the veil that had
covered the prophetic portrait—thus revealing a full
revelation of Christ. This revelation of Christ is the
foundation rock upon which He is building His Church
(Matt. 16:18).

Christ is the full expression of the Word of God. He
is the portrait of the Father that was unveiled at Calvary
for all to see. He is the firstborn of many brethren who
are being made into His likeness. He is the firstfruit
of the harvest of the earth, and as a firstfruit, He was
made a Holy sacrifice unto Jehovah for the purifica-
tion of His brethren. We are the harvest of the earth.
Therefore, through the sacrificial giving of Christ, both
He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all
of one. The Bible says, “For which cause He is not
ashamed to call them (us) brethren” (Heb. 2:11) and “For
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if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy and if
the root be holy, so are the branches” (Rom. 11:16).

The mystery of God, which was hidden in the prophetic
portrait, is that Christ (the seed of God, according
to Gal. 3:16) is sown within us, a precious seed.
Through the process of engrafting himself into us, He
is bringing forth a harvest of men transformed into the
glory of His likeness from the inside out (2 Cor. 3:18).

God spoke of this phenomenal calling from the very
beginning. The first promise of the seed which was to
bring forth this mysterious harvest was given to Eve,
the mother of all living (Gen. 3:15, 20). The nature of
the seed was then carried through her offspring from
Seth to Noah, carefully preserved through the Flood
in Shem (Noah’s son), and expressed to us bit by bit
through the nation of Israel.

The seed of God’s Word was incubated for centuries
in the nation of Israel like the seed of a fruit which
incubates in its own flesh. Then, at the appointed time
the seed of the Word of God was revealed in its entirety
in the flesh of one Man—1Jesus. Out of the spiritual
dryness of Israel He came forth as the full revelation
of the seed of God’s Word. He walked among us,
allowing us to behold the glory of God in Him and to
handle Him with our hands (1 John 1).

Being a people who dwell in darkness, we could not
comprehend the light of the world—Jesus. His light
intimidated us and provoked us to jealousy, so we
crucified Him and sowed Him in the earth. After three
days, He came forth a vine, as a root out of the
spiritually dry ground of Israel (Isa. 53; Rom. 15:12).

The vine (Jesus) then ascended to the right hand of
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the Father and began to build the Temple of God by
engrafting the branches (men from all nations) into
himself (Zech. 6:12; Rom. 11:17; John 15:1).

The church that Christ is building was a mystery to
the prophets, but is the true objective of God. Christ
is the promised seed, and He is being engrafted into
those who are thirsty, bringing forth His likeness in each
of'us. Therefore, we have confidence that we will partake
of His glory (Col. 1:27).

In Scripture, the wheat, the Word of God, the promised
seed, and Jesus are synonymous terms. The wheat
is being sown in the hearts of men. One of its greatest
functions is to bring forth the humility of Christ in each
of us. True humility comes when we begin to understand
the glory of God in relation to the degenerate
conditon of the human heart. The highest form of
humility is demonstrated by unconditional trust in God.
That kind of trust requires a total reconstruction of
the whole man by God’s Word.

If we nurture God’s Word in our hearts, it will bring
forth humility, purity, meekness, and the privilege of
enjoying the promised inheritance of Abraham.

Abraham was promised the abiding presence of the
person of God as his exceeding great reward (Gen.
15:1). Jesus has that abiding presence without measure
(John 3:34). We are being made into the image of Jesus.
Therefore, those who yield to construction by the Word
of Truth will also bear His glory. We are the heirs of
the promise which was made to Abraham and demon-
strated in Christ. Like Jesus, we will bear the glorious
Spirit of God without measure. He is our exceeding
great reward.

11
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We are the fruit of the Word of God—the Church.
The Church is the “Mystery of God” that was declared
to the prophets of old. Our King is Jesus. He is the
seed and the firstfruit of the Word of God, and “in
the days . . . when he [THE SEVENTH ANGEL] shall
begin to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God should
be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the pro-
phets.” (Rev. 10:7).

The Mystery of Iniquity

Due to the ability of the Father to know the future,
He knew even before He created him that Lucifer
(Satan) was going to fall. Satan’s fall stimulates one
of the greatest questions of all times. “Why did God
create Satan?”

To answer that question, it is necessary to reiterate the
objective of God in His creation of man. God is creating
a nation of just men made perfect (Heb. 12:23). Each
of us are to house the Spirit of God without measure
as perfect expressions of Him. Our destiny is to reign
with Christ as priests and kings throughout all of the
created universe. We are, therefore, being made perfect
through the trying of our faith (James 1:2-4).

Perfection is a dangerous commodity, as is
demonstrated in the fall of Satan. Satan was created
perfect, but he was corrupted when his mind began to
dwell on his own brightness. Eventually, the vain im-
aginations of his heart became such a reality to him
that he believed he could usurp the throne of his
Creator and be like the Most High. The seed of deception
had matured in his heart, bringing forth the fruit
of confusion. He was, thereby, defiled in the innermost
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sanctuaries of his heart, and began to walk with ar-
rogance before his Creator (Ezek. 28:1-19; Isa. 14:13 &
14).

The glory that God had bestowed on Satan proved
to be very difficult to handle. Ezekiel records that the
multitude of his successes laid the groundwork for the
flatteries that defiled his heart (Ezek. 28:16 & 18). Had
he known experientially the effects of sin, he would
never have entertained the thoughts of exalting himself
above God.

Satan’s fate would also befall the sons of man, if
God were simply to create us and place us into our posi-
tions of universal authority. Therefore, God in His in-
finite wisdom instituted a plan. His plan is to teach us
experientially the wages of sin before He exalts us to
our inheritance. We are being brought through
darkness into His light. Having lived in darkness, we
will adhere to the light with absolute devotion.

Our hearts are being transformed. We are not learn-
ing to overcome sin by discipline, which has a show
of will worship and personal pride. Jesus is recreating
our innermost heart, aligning it with His heart in a
hatred for sin and a love for righteousness (Ps. 45:7).
This change of the heart is superior to discipline in that
the lure of sin will no longer entice us. Had the Father
created us perfect in beauty and wisdom first, as He
did Satan, we would always have the same vulnerability
to pride that wrought the destruction of Satan and the
fall of Adam. There would always be the lingering
desire to taste and see for ourselves.

Satan is a necessary instrument in the bringing forth
of the many sons of God—the Church. He is the source

13
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of trials and tribulations, which are necessary to
prepare us to reign in the universe. We are being
brought forth through much tribulation (Acts 14:22).
Satan is, therefore, as much a part of God’s plan to
bring forth the sons of God as is Judas or Pharaoh
(Rom. 9:17-23).

Satan is being used by God to teach us, as well as
the rest of creation, the folly of pride. It is through
his rebellion that we are learning about the devastating
recourse of sin. Therefore, once we have come into our
inheritance, we will never again be enticed by sin.

The parable of the wheat and the tare teaches us that
Satan has sowed his seed into the heart of man. The
seed he sowed is deception, and it has brought forth
a confusion in man that Paul has labeled the “mystery
of iniquity” (2 Thess. 2:7).

The book of Genesis records the first implanting of
Satan’s seed as he subtly labored to sow the tare into
the heart of Eve. To entice her, he focused her atten-
tion on herself and what she could be. Masterfully, he
then planted seeds of doubt, until her mind began to
question the integrity of God’s Word. She became
unstable; her imagination began to delight in the proud
fantasies of the Serpent’s deception. The thought of be-
ing as God consumed her mind, so that the fruit of her
imagination became enticingly pleasant to her eyes.

The tare had been sown. Satan, the father of lies, had
enticed Eve into violating one of the principles of the first
commandment, whichisto love God with all of your mind,
bringing every thought into captivity and aligning it with
God’s Word. The seed of deception began to germinate
in the heart of Eve, bringing forth a fire in the midst
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of her innermost sanctuary (Ezek. 28:18). She began
to duplicate the desire of Satan in her heart, say-
ing . .. “I will be like the Most High!” (See Gen. 3:5,
where Satan told Eve, “ye shall be as gods”). It was
just a matter of time before the seed in her heart
manifested itself as an outward work of transgression
against the laws and nature of God.

She then ate of the forbidden tree, and like Satan,
she sought to involve someone else in her sin—Adam.
And the seed has continued to grow in the heart of His
descendents to this day.

The seed was carried through the Flood by Ham and
demonstrated to the world through the nations that he
fathered.! To state that all of the descendants of Ham
are wicked would be as incorrect as stating that all of
the descendants of Shem are righteous. The point I wish
to make, however, is that through the descendants of
these two men, God has taught us the nature of the
two seeds. The Lord has used the descendants of Ham
to teach the nature and fruit of the tare, as he has also
used the descendants of Shem (Israel), to teach the
nature and fruit of the wheat.

The first clear portrait of the fruit of the tare
blossomed through Nimrod, the grandson of Ham.
Nimrod established Babel, the city of confusion (Babel
means confusion). Out of the heart of the people of
Babel, we again see the mature spirit of pride as they
set their heart to make a name for themselves (Gen.
11:4). They desired to be independent of God, to be
their own strength. Their desire was self-exaltation, and
they trusted in their own capabilities.

Self-exaltation is the core of pride, and pride is the
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root of sin. It emanates an arrogant spirit and offends
the meek in heart. Pride is confusion. It has no com-
prehension of the glory of God in relation to the
degenerate condition of the human heart.

The highest form of pride is demonstrated in
unrepentant religious leaders who strive to achieve
righteousness through works. They strive to have the
appearance of righteousness, but in reality they are
blind leaders of the blind.

When Jesus addressed the religious leaders of the na-
tion of Israel, He exposed the mature fruit of the tare.
He called them white-washed sepulchres who, on the
inside, were full of dead men’s bones (Matt. 23:27).
In other words, outwardly they were imitators of
holiness, proud of their works. But they were unable
to recognize the arrogance of their hearts. The father
of the seed they bore was the Devil, yet they assumed
a relationship with God based on their own
righteous acts.

Jesus did not reject people bound in sin; He had com-
passion on them and provided a means of deliverance
by the shedding of His blood. However, He resisted
those who arrogantly exalted themselves as having
superior achievements of righteousness. There is no
greater demonstration of pride and arrogance than to
claim equality with God or acceptance by Him because
of one’s own works!

The seed of the tare has been reproducing and maturing
in the earth since the fall of Adam. It has grown
into a consuming vine that has engulfed the hearts of
men, convincing them they are inherently good,
having no need of a Savior. The fruit of that vine will
be harvested and burned at the end of the age (Matt.
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13:38-42).

The Lord speaks of the mysterious vine of iniquity
in the feminine gender, calling it a whore. In Rev. 17:5,
He gives the mature vine of iniquity an appropriate title.

MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT
[the great mystery of confusion],
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS

[matron prostitute of religion, AND
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH
[vile before God, defiling man].

There are many branches of man-made religious
systems with the outward appearance of chastity. They
teach purity, love, and all of the good attributes of the
Spirit of God. They have the external appearance of
righteousness through discipline, but their spirit exposes
the unregenerated condition of their heart. The inner
motivations of these men have not been remade by the
Word of God, and secretly, they commit fornication
with the earth for gain. They have the outward appearance
of righteousness but they are the prostitutes
of religion. The inhabitants of the earth have been
made drunk with the wine of their deception (Rev.
17:2).

Throughout history, it has been these apostate
religious systems that have slain the righteous while they
strove for power and self-gratification. Political
persecutions have been few in relation to the persecutions
wrought through religious leaders. It was one of
these systems of arrogant religious hypocrisy which
jealously engineered the crucifixion of the Prince of Life
(Acts 3:15).
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Like the wheat, the tare is the bride of her lord. He
is the lord of the mystery of iniquity and he is yet to
be revealed in the flesh—imitating Jesus. He will ap-
pear to be of God, but he will be the epitome of
arrogance—the Antichrist. As Christ is the seed of the
wheat made flesh, the Antichrist will be the seed of the
tare made flesh. The world will be deceived by him and
will pursue him in a fervent heat.

In summary, the seed of deception that was first
sown in the garden of Eden has brought forth a mystery
of iniquity, confusing men and bearing the fruit
of self exaltation. It manifested itself in Babel
after the Flood and is continuing to grow into maturity
in the earth. It has all of the appearance and conversation
of religion, but it emanates the spirit of pride
instead of humility. Like the mystery of God, it is
growing into maturity.

At the end of this age, both mysteries will be mature
in the earth; ripe for harvest. It is the conflict of these
two opposing mysteries, when they grow into maturity,
that will bring forth the Great Tribulation.
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A Knowledge of the Times

The two mysteries, which have sprouted from the
seeds of the wheat and the tare, are approaching
maturity in the earth. This is evident because Israel has
become a nation again after two thousand years of
dispersion, revealing that the spring of the age is upon
us and the time of the fruit is near. There is also a gentle
stirring in the hearts of the saints, an inner awareness
that the climax of the age is rapidly approaching.

The questions that now arise within us are:

(1) When will the wheat (mystery of God) be
harvested (raptured) into God’s presence?

(2) When will the tare (mystery Babylon) be
harvested for judgment?

(3) When will the Lord return and reign as the
Prince of Peace?

These questions are the center of attention when
discussing biblical prophecy. Yet they remain unsettled
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in the hearts of most believers. The reason satisfaction
has eluded us is that we have failed to properly label
and understand the underlying question that really
disturbs us. It is a question that continues to cast a
shadow of doubt over everything we learn. That ques-
tion is:

(4) Does God really desire His people to know
the answers to the first three questions
(above), or is the two-fold harvest of the
wheat and tare (the two mysteries), and the
day of His coming in power and glory (the
day of the Lord) to remain a secret until
it transpires, surprising even the Church?

This chapter is devoted to clarifying the answer to
the latter question (4). That answer is: Yes! God does
desire His people to know the times and seasons, so
they will not be caught by surprise.

But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that
that day should overtake you as a thief.
(1 Thess. 5:4)

Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but
he revealeth his secret unto his servants the
prophets. (Amos 3:7)

In order to develop a sound foundation for the solution
to question (4), let us first examine major biblical
events that have already transpired. In each of these
past events, God has consistently informed His peo-
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ple in advance as to what was going to happen and
when it was to take place. The keys of understanding
in each of these events were not exposed for the whole
world to see, but were revealed only to those who loved
the Lord God with all of their heart. God has always
informed the people who walk with Him in advance
as to His intentions.

The Flood

The Flood did not come as a surprise to the people
who walked with God in the earth; however, the only
one recorded as walking with God was Noah. Noah
was a just man, and perfect in his generation.
Therefore, God told Noah what He was going to do
in advance.

God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh is come
before me; for the earth is filled with violence through
them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth”
(Gen. 6:13).

God not only told Noah the destiny of the wicked,
but He also completely explained how He was going
to preserve Noah and his seed (Gen. 6:18).

God did not dump this revelation on Noah and leave
him wondering when all of it was going to happen. He
took the time to explain to Noah what had to be done
in order to prepare.

He did not wait until the last minute so that Noah
would have to strive to build the Ark in time. God gave
Noah sufficient notice so that, through a consistent ap-
plication of the knowledge God had imparted, Noah
was able to fulfill his ministry.

When Noah was prepared, God informed him that
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he had seven days to load the Ark with his family and
cargo. Noah faithfully obeyed all the Lord required
of him. Therefore, God faithfully preserved him
through the judgment.

God was faithful to tell Noah what He was going
to do and when He was going to do it!

The Exodus

The sojourn of Abraham’s seed in Egypt was no sur-
prise. Before Issac was born, God told Abraham that
his seed would be a stranger in a land that was not
theirs. He told Abraham they would serve the people
of that land under affliction for four-hundred years,
and that He would afterwards judge the people who
had afflicted them. He also told Abraham He
would bring his descendants out of that land with great
substance, and use them to judge the Amorites (the
original inhabitants of the land of Canaan whose ini-
quity would be full, ready for judgment) (Gen.
15:13-16).

Four centuries had lapsed when Moses appeared on
the scene. God was right on time. It is amazing
the people did not readily receive Moses, because God
had told them ahead of time He would bring them
out of bondage after four-hundred years. They should
have known Moses was going to lead them, simply
by the timing of his appearance. They resisted Moses,
just like they resisted Christ, because they were not
aware of the time of their visitation.

The point I wish to make, however, is that God
told His people in advance what He was going to do
and when He was going to do it. The responsibility to
remain aware of the times rested on the people.
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The Babylonian Captivity

Moses had been used by God to carefully define the
lifestyle the Jews needed to develop in order to receive
His blessings. The Jews consistently violated every prin-
ciple of life that God had set before them, including
the sabbatical year.'

Because they would not obey the words of the Lord,
He raised up the prophet Jeremiah to warn them of
coming judgment. The Word of the Lord that came
through Jeremiah told the Jews that God was going
to give them into the hands of the king of Babylon.
They were going to experience total devastation, and
they would be an astonishment and a byword to the
surrounding nations. The voice of mirth and the voice
of gladness would be taken from them, and the whole
land would be a desolation and an astonishment; and
they would serve the king of Babylon for seventy years.

After seventy years of captivity were ended, God was
going to bring them back and punish the king of
Babylon (Jer. 25:8-12), and that’s precisely what He did.

God told the Jews what He was going to do, and
when it was going to take place. He told them how long
it was going to last and when it would be over. The
Jews chose not to listen.

The Messiah

The seventy years of Babylonian captivity were
almost fulfilled when the prophet Daniel appealed to
God for knowledge of what the future held for the na-
tion of Israel. God honored Daniel and his appeal, and
opened to Daniel an understanding of the future in a
vision that someone has properly labeled “history’s
greatest prophecy” (see Dan. 9).
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In Daniel’s vision of the seventy weeks, he under-
stood there would be a time span of sixty-nine
weeks of years (483), which would begin with the decree
to restore Jerusalem and climax with the coming of the
Messiah to be cut off, or slain for the people (Dan.
9:25-26). In other words, Daniel was told in advance
what the event would be that would trigger the 483-year
countdown to the coming Day of the Messiah.

Jesus entered Jerusalem on the exact day appointed-
exactly 483 years after Artaxerxes (King of Per-
sia) issued the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem
(Neh. 2:5-6). Upon His entry, the religious leaders of
the day rebuked Him for allowing His disciples to quote
the Messianic Psalm: That Psalm was to be proclaim-
ed only when the Messiah entered Jerusalem.

Jesus responded, “I tell you that, if these should hold
their peace, the stones would immediately cry out”
(Luke 19:38-40).

Jesus was right on time, in accordance with the words
of the prophets. In order for the Jews to have known
beyond a shadow of a doubt that Jesus was the
Messiah, they needed only to have been aware of what
time it was.

When Jesus beheld the city of Jerusalem, He wept
over it and began to speak of the judgment that was
to come. Jerusalem was going to be judged because they
knew not the time of their visitation (Luke 19:41-44).

Jesus could not have allowed judgment to come upon
Jerusalem for their lack of knowledge of the time if
He had not first provided a complete and clear pro-
phetic scenario of exactly when He was to come.

Herein lies a very important and vital point that must
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be understood before we will ever grasp the fullness
of scriptural teaching. The point is that God has never
left His people in the dark as to the time of fulfillment
of any major event. He was explicit in His timing with
Noah concerning the Flood. He gave Abraham under-
standing as to the length of time his seed was to be in
Egypt. He forewarned Israel through Jeremiah of the
Babylonian captivity and how long it would last. And
He gave the prophet Daniel a complete outline of
history before it happened, including a clear picture
as to the exact day when the Messiah was to enter
Jerusalem.

Does the Lord desire His Beloved to be aware of the
time of His second coming as well? Absolutely.

Jesus gave us points of reference concerning His sec-
ond coming and the harvesting of the wheat and the
tares, just like He did concerning His first coming.
These are reference points which are yet future to us,
like the decree to reconstruct Jerusalem was an event
still in the future to Daniel.

The Lord has given us these points of reference so
we can discern the times and seasons. The reference
points are given so the last generation of the true
bride will not be caught by surprise. He has warned
us not to be caught as though a thief had entered our
house but to watch and observe the times. We are not
to be in darkness so that the day of the Lord should
overtake us as a thief (1 Thess. 5:4-5).

According to Paul, the only people who will be
unaware of the times are those destined for destruc-
tion (1 Thess. 5:3). It will be like the days of Noah and
Lot. On those days, the only people who were surpris-
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ed were the ones who were to be judged (Luke
17:26-30).

Israel was told in advance the exact time the
Messiah would enter Jerusalem. It was because of their
failure to properly watch for His coming that they were
judged. Like Israel, we have a responsibility to under-
stand the timepieces which the Lord has given us. We
do not have to be caught by surprise. We should be
able to discern the fulfillment of prophetic events and
not be discouraged by the onslaught of sin. The com-
ing days of calamity will cause those who love the Lord
and are aware of His promises to lift their heads and
look for His redemption (Luke 21:28).2
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God is our Father. As a father, He lovingly provides
the necessities of life for us. One of the greatest
necessities in life is a vision of our destiny; for where
there is no vision, the people perish (Prov. 29:18). To
implant vision, God has always informed His people
as to His intentions in the earth, as would a husband
to a wife or a father to a son.

Even in the judgment of Sodom, He was not willing
to act without first notifying Abraham. In the heart
of God was a burning desire to share with Abraham
all of His intentions toward the earth (Gen. 18:17). The
desire to relate His heart to us, Abraham’s descendants
through faith, continues to be a part of His character,
even in these last days.

God has always informed His people as to the tim-
ing of major events. He has also held us responsible
to listen and respond. Therefore, we should diligently
seek to understand the key events that unlock the time
of the return of our Lord and the harvest of the two
mysteries—the wheat and the tare.

There are timepieces recorded in Scripture which will
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provide those who are diligently watching with a
knowledge of the times. Two of these timepieces are
clearly defined in 2 Thess. 2:1-3:

Now webeseech you, brethren, by (1) the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by (2) our
gathering together unto him. That ye be not
soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither
by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from
us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let
no man deceive you by any means: For that
day shall not come, except there come a fall-
ing away first, and that man of sin be re-
vealed, the son of perdition [Antichrist].
(italics mine)

Paul states in this passage that we should let no man
deceive us. The coming of the Lord and our gathering
together unto Him [the Rapture] will not transpire un-
til two things happen first: (1) A great falling away,
and (2) that the Man of Sin be revealed.

Our hope is in the Lord’s coming, but history’s time
clock is triggered by these two events.

As Israel was given the signs of the time when the
first coming of the Messiah would occur, we the Church
are given the signs of the time as to when the Lord will
gather the fruit of His seed (wheat) and will return in
power and glory.

As Daniel’s attention would have been drawn to
looking for the decree to restore Jerusalem, we should
be looking toward the great falling away of professing
believers and the revealing of the Man of Sin, the
Antichrist.
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Jesus placed these two events in their proper sequence
in the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew. His disciples
asked the question: “(1) What shall be the sign of thy com-
ing, and (2) of the end of the world?” (Matt. 24:3).

Two of the signs Jesus gave in response to their
question were the great falling away (Matt. 24:12-13)
and the revealing of the Man of Sin (Matt. 24:15).

Matthew 24 is a synopsis of the events that will usher
in the climax of the age. Jesus first discussed a period
of time which He defined as the “beginning of sor-
rows” (vs. 8). Like birthpains, unstable world condi-
tions will crescendo into the climax of this age, when
there will be a universal persecution of the Beloved
(verse 9). As the price of obedience to Christ increases,
many shall be offended, hating and betraying those
whom they once called brethren (v. 10). Many false
prophets will arise among the believers and seek to draw
them away (v. 11). The world will continually increase
in immorality, and many of those who once bore a love
for the Lord Jesus Christ will become cold and indif-
ferent. They will unite themselves with those “gods”™—
the lust of the eye and the pride of life (hence, a great
falling away—vv. 12, 13). Through it all, there will re-
main a people who cannot be bought. They will con-
tinue to proclaim the gospel of the Lord Jesus to all
nations (vv. 13, 14). As the chaos of uncertainty and
immorality peaks, then the end shall come, and the
abomination of desolation (the Antichrist) shall reveal
himself in the Holy Place (vv. 14, 15). Then those who
are in Judea will flee for their lives (vv. 16-20). And,
after the revealing of the Antichrist in the Holy Place,
there shall be great tribulation, such as has not been
from the beginning of the world until this time (v. 21).

29



THE HARVEST

Immediately after the Time of Great Tribulation, the
Lord will return, and the elect will be gathered (vv. 29-
31).

The disciples asked Jesus, “What shall be the sign
of thy coming?” His reply was that after the great fall-
ing away, and after the revelation of the Antichrist,
there would be a time of great tribulation. And, after
the Great Tribulation, He will then come and gather His
elect.

The method of gathering the elect, in this passage,
clearly defines the elect as being the Church. The
Church is the only people who will be gathered from
the four winds of heaven (harvested)—not Israel. Israel
will not be harvested in the same manner as the Church,
but will remain in the earth until the literal return of
the Lord and His saints, upon the Mount of Olives
(Zech. 14:3-11).

Jesus stated that world conditions are going to get
progressively worse until, at last, many will fall away
from their love for the Lord. The Antichrist will then
be revealed in the Temple. His desecration of the Tem-
ple will be the event that begins the Great Tribulation
(Matt. 24:15-21). Remember, Paul stated that these
two things must happen before the Lord Jesus comes
and we are gathered together unto Him (2 Thess.
2: 1-3).

Jesus did not foretell these events so the un-
believers would have some interesting reading to oc-
cupy their time during the Tribulation. Rather, this
passage, as well as the whole Bible, is written for the
benefit of His people, so that by recognizing the signs
of the times we might have a vision of our destinies
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and persevere through the hardships ahead (Matt.
24:13). Only those who are abiding in Christ, drawing
strength from His love, and are content to abide under
His lordship will be able to stand in the coming days
of calamity. For false Christs and false prophets shall
begin to deceive the whole world with great signs and
wonders, so that, if it were possible, they would even
deceive the elect (the Church).

The ‘elect’ are not those born after the flesh of
Abraham (Israel), but rather those who are the children
of the promise (Church) that are drawn out of all na-
tions (Rom. 9:6-11; Col. 3:11-12). If the elect will be
here to see the Antichrist and his prophet, there is no
way that the Church could have already been removed
(raptured) from the earth. Jesus has told us beforehand,
so that we will not be deceived and fall (Matt. 24:25).

Second Thessalonians 2:7 tells us that the revealing
of the Antichrist is presently being restrained. Many
have believed that the restraining force which Paul
speaks of is the Holy Spirit, resident in the Church, and
that the Church must be removed out of the earth (rap-
tured) for the Antichrist to be revealed.

Although the Holy Spirit is the restraining force, and
He does reside in the Church, there is nothing in that
verse that implies in any way that He or the Church
is removed out of the earth. The Spirit of God is om-
nipresent (Ps. 139:7-8). To state that He is removed from
the earth is a statement that is contrary to His unbounded
presence and is an assumption that has absolutely no
foundation. Verse seven merely states that the restrain-
ing force will quit restraining—that is, it will be taken
out of the way, moved aside. What is really being said
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is that, for the first time since creation, sin will be total-
ly unrestrained in the earth. No wonder there will be
great tribulation.’

To gain a better understanding of what Paul is speak-
ing of in verse seven, we can learn from the example
of the natural process which causes a pregnant woman
to go into labor.

Scripture compares the last days of the earth to the
birth pains of a woman. By understanding the birth
process of a child, we can gain insight into the sequence
of events which will transpire at the end of the age.
Many people are not aware that the body of the mother
tries to expel the fetus from the earliest stages of
pregnancy. To prevent premature birth, her body pro-
duces a hormone which helps to maintain pregnancy
and suppress uterine contractions. This process is called
the wuterine brake. In other words, the hormone her
body excretes puts brakes on the birth process until the
fetus is mature. The mother will not go into labor un-
til the level of this hormone in her blood dramatically
decreases. The decrease of this hormone is called the
releasing of the uterine brake.

Once the hormone quits restraining the labor pro-
cess, the body of the mother immediately lunges into
a painful crescendo of climatic contractions.

Once labor begins, there are three stages of the
delivery process that follow. These are:

1. dilation stage

2. expulsion phase
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3. expelling the placenta

The releasing of the uterine brake is a perfect parallel
to the removing of the restraining force that Paul
speaks of in 2 Thess. 2:7. The earth has had false labor
pains from the day that sin was conceived in the heart
of Eve. There has always been war, and rumors of war,
as men have striven for power and peace. Nevertheless,
the earth has not yet experienced the effects of
unrestrained sin. A time is coming, however, when the
Holy Spirit of God will quit restraining sin and will
allow it to manifest itself without restraint in the earth.

The Antichrist will be the full embodiment of un-
restrained sin. Like the releasing of the uterine brake
in a pregnant woman, his releasing and revealing will
cause the earth to plunge into intense labor
such as the world has never known. The -earth
will experience great upheavals in humanity as it
begins to dilate for the harvest of the two mysteries
within its womb. It will be a time of great tribulation.
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4
Man of Sin

Let no man deceive you by any means: for
that day [coming of the Lord and our gather-
ing to Him] shall not come, except there come
a falling away first, and that man of sin [Anti-
christ] be revealed, the son of perdition.

(2 Thess. 2:3)

Our hope is built on the redemptive work of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the resurrection of the Beloved and the
promise of His literal return to reign as the Prince of
Peace. However, we are responsible to prepare our-
selves so we will recognize the imposter who will mas-
querade himself as God before the nations of the earth.
He will be the full representation of the seed of decep-
tion (tare), as Jesus is the full representation of the seed
of truth (wheat). He will be the prince of the mystery
of confusion and fear, as Jesus is the Prince of
understanding and peace. He will imitate Christ in every
way; yet, he will be a deceiver.

Like the releasing of the uterine brake in the woman
with child, the Spirit of God will quit restraining the
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mystery of iniquity and allow it to reveal the wicked
one. He will be an abomination to the Holy One. He
is the Antichrist, and he will so persuasively deceive the
nations that the whole world will go after him in a fervent
heat.

This chapter is dedicated to providing a knowledge
of the Antichrist so we will not be deceived by his
powerful persuasions. Instead, as this age draws to a
close and the intensity of unstable world conditions in-
crease, we will see God’s Word being fulfilled and will
be encouraged to lift our heads, knowing His redemp-
tion draws nigh.

The Antichrist will appear as an angel of light, the
answer man, solving riddles of unstable world condi-
tions that have existed for centuries. His brilliant
oratory will soothe the nations, but the motivations of
his heart will be treacherously wicked. With skilled in-
trigue and shrewdness he will intimidate and trample
all who stand in his way. He will be empowered by the
wicked one, Satan, and will continue to increase in ar-
rogance until he is destroyed by the coming of the Lord
Jesus (2 Thess. 2:8). Nevertheless, the nations will
joyfully receive him with open arms, rejoicing with the
hope of peace he will offer. He will win their
confidence.

His Character

The clearest picture of the character of the Antichrist
is given in the book of Daniel. Daniel writes: “And
in the latter time of their kingdom, when the trans-
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gressors are come to the full, a king of fierce
countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall
stand up. And his power shall be mighty, but not by
his own power; and he shall destroy wonderfully, and
shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty
and the holy people. And through his policy also he
shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall
magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy
many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of
princes; but he shall be broken without hand” (Dan.
8:23-25).

In order that we might clearly understand these three
verses, let us break them down, list, and define each
phrase:

(1) “Fierce countenance”—an insolent, dominating
personality; overbearing, powerful, greedy.

(2) “Understanding dark sentences”—the word
“dark” means a proverb or riddle; hence, he will have
insight far superior to that of the natural man.

(3) “Power shall be mighty, but not his own”™—He
shall be empowered by Satan (see Rev. 13:14, 15).

(4) “He shall destroy wonderfully”—his ability to
defeat and obtain both militarily and through
manipulation will be brilliant, extraordinary.

(5) “Shall prosper and practise”—he will push forward,
achieve, accomplish, be industrious.

(6) “Destroy the mighty and holy people”—no one
will be able to withstand him; he will eliminate all op-
position (this is probably a direct reference to the
destruction of the Jews, wherein two-thirds will be
killed—Zech. 13:8, 9). Also, the persecution of the
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saints who are the mighty and holy people of God
(Dan. 7:21).

(7) “Through his policy”—discretion, understand-
ing, tactics, wisdom, and prudence.

(8) He “shall cause craft to prosper” (“craft” means
deceit or guile)—he shall be brilliantly deceptive.

(9) “Magnify himself in his heart”—here we see the
full manifestation of pride, which caused the fall of
Lucifer; hence the fall of man (“I will be like the Most
High”—Isa. 14:14; “ye shall be as gods”—Gen. 3:5).

(10) “And by peace shall destroy many”—this is the
worst of all his deceptions. The world will follow him
to its destruction, believing he holds the keys to peace.

In this passage, we are shown the full embodiment
of all of the attitudes and acts that characterize this
man. He is total opposition to the standards of God.
He is naked sin, unrestrained—the epitome of all that
is the Antichrist; a man of pride and spiritual darkness,
posing as a god of light.

His Kingdom

The vehicle he will use to achieve world power will
be a latter-day kingdom comprised of ten nations
emerging out of the old Roman empire (Dan. 7:7 & 8,
19-24). It appears as though the European Economic
Community (Common Market) meets all of the biblical
qualifications required of that kingdom.

If the European Common Market is the ten-nation
confederacy spoken of by Daniel, we are indeed ap-
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proaching the climax of this age. The next move we
should be watching for is the rise of a powerful political
figure within the confederacy and the eventual subdu-
ing of three of the’ ‘ten kings” within the system (Dan.
7:8,24). This power play will expose, for the first time,
the Prince of Darkness manifested in the flesh. He will
rise up and usurp control over three of the member na-
tions, causing the other seven to voluntarily submit.

I am not certain what method the Antichrist will
employ when he makes his initial power play and moves
into a position of leadership. The word “subdue”
(Dan. 7:24) is, in the original text, “shelphal,” which
means “to abase or humble.” If one were to mix a bit
of theory with the facts we have been given, he or she
would deduce the Antichrist will publicly humiliate
three of the ten leaders in the Common Market, solv-
ing political complications they are unable to solve.
He will use difficult situations to demonstrate his
abilities are by far superior to theirs, thereby leverag-
ing himself (with their vulnerability to peer pressure),
and taking control over their positions of authority.
He will then display such wisdom that the rest of the
world’s leaders will be unable to dispute his logic. They
will eventually find themselves looking to him for solu-
tions to problems which have remained unresolved
throughout history.

Once he has gained control of the ten nations, he
will make a seven-year convenant with Israel. The Anti-
christ will be the first man with the capacity to reason
with the Jews and bring them into a covenant. This
achievement will increase his world prominence. The
signing of the convenant is the timepiece that will ac-
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tually begin the last seven years of this age, which will
be concluded by the coming of the Lord! (Dan. 9:27).

His Plan & Timing

We do not know exactly what the covenant will be.
However, it is probable that it will in some way relate
to the Jewish Temple. Isaiah prophesied that this cove-
nant will be a covenant with death. The leaders of Israel
will view it as a refuge and a guarantee against destruc-
tion. They will be deceived, however, and eventually
Israel will be trodden down by the one they have
entered into covenant with (Isa. 28;14-18).

Their trusting in him is the fulfillment of the pro-
phecy of Jesus, who said, “I [the true Christ] am come
in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not; if another
[the Antichrist] shall come in his own name, him ye will
receive” (John 5:43).

The Antichrist will betray the Jews in the midst of
the seven-year covenant. He will then cause the sacrifice
and oblation to cease when he stands in the Holy Place
and declares himself to be God.

It is a common misconception that the Great Tribula-
tion is a seven-year time period. It is true this cove-
nant between Israel and the Antichrist will mark the
beginning of the last seven years of this age. The cove-
nant, however, does not mark the beginning of the
Great Tribulation. The Great Tribulation does not last
for seven years! Matthew 24:15-21 tells us the Great
Tribulation will begin after the Man of Sin proclaims
himself to be God in the Holy Place, desecrating the
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Temple and breaking covenant with the Jews. Daniel
9:27 states this will take place in the middle of the
seven-year covenant, and not at the beginning. This will
leave about three-and-one-half years remaining for the
world to experience the Great Tribulation. It will be a
holocaust of unrestrained sin that will burst into a fren-
zy, to be concluded by the coming of the Lord.

Daniel was very specific about the exact number of
days the Antichrist would be alloted to masquerade as
God on the earth. He stated that from the time the Anti-
christ defiled the Holy Place (by declaring himself to
be God) there would be 1,290 days alloted (Dan. 12:11).
The 1,290 days of great tribulation will be concluded
by the literal return of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus will
then slay the Antichrist with the breath of His mouth,
and the splendor of His coming (2 Thess. 2:8; Rev.
19:19).

From the time the Antichrist moves into power, things
will get progressively worse for those who are devoted
to Christ. But after he breaks covenant with Israel,
magnifying himself as God in the Holy Place, the time
of great tribulation will begin. He will then make it
mandatory for all who dwell on the earth to worship
him (Rev. 13:8).

The Scripture tells us the world will worship the
Antichrist, saying, “Who is like unto the beast? who
is able to make war with him?” (Rev. 13:4b). He will
speak great things and blasphemies; and power will be
given unto him to continue forty and two months
(three-and-one-half years). He will open his mouth in
blasphemy against God—to blaspheme His name, and
His Tabernacle and them that dwell in heaven. It will

40

The Man of Sin

be given unto him to make war with the saints and to
overcome them: Power will be given to him over all
kindreds, tongues, and nations. And all that dwell upon
the earth shall worship him, whose names are not writ-
ten in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foun-
dation of the world (Rev. 13:5-8).

Once he defiles the Holy Place, it will be open season
on every man, woman, or child who refuses to wor-
ship him. Like Nimrod, he will be a great hunter. It
is interesting that all of the world will worship him ex-
cept those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book
of Life (Rev. 13:8). Certainly, that exception would not
be there if it were not for the Church’s continued resi-
dence on the earth.

His Headwound
& Despotism

His moving into the Holy Place will most likely be
in conjunction with a head wound which he will receive.
In Rev. 13:3-5, the events are listed in this order:

(1) head wound
(2) healing
(3) worship of him [he is not actually wor-

shiped worldwide until he stands in the Holy
Place and proclaims himself to be God]
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(4) blasphemes God forty-two months [three-
and-one-half years—42 lunar months equal
1,260 days]

The Antichrist will function as a brilliant leader for
the first half of his seven-year covenant with Israel.
Then, in the middle of the “week” (of years), he will
be wounded with a head wound that will be unques-
tionably lethal. His miraculous recovery will do two
things! (1) It will cause the world to marvel at him,
thereby taking up his defense; and (2) it will give him
the credibility he needs to proclaim himself to be God.

Zechariah gives us a more detailed look at the wound
received by the Antichrist. The prophet states that both
his right arm and his right eye will be rendered useless,
and refers to him as the “idol [not idle] shepherd,”
agreeing with Rev. 13:8 that he will be worshiped (Zech.
11:16-17).

Zechariah also states that the Antichrist will leave the
flock. This may imply he once walked with Christ,
as did Judas. And he could, quite possibly, be well
known for his knowledge of the Bible. Having a
knowledge of the Bible would give him the credibility
he would need to distort or appear to discredit the
Scriptures. If, at one point in his life, he does walk with
Christ, then the loss of his right eye is, possibly, sym-
bolic of his loss of divine spiritual insight; and the loss
of his arm is, possibly, symbolic of his eventual defeat.
However, it is reasonably clear that the head wound
the Antichrist will receive is a literal wound that will

cause the physical loss of those two members of his
body.

42

The Man of Sin

When the Antichrist is healed from his head wound,
he will gain the support of the vast majority of the
world. He will then attempt to eliminate the nation of
Israel forever. The Jews will then flee for their lives
into the wilderness for the three-and-one-half years of
great tribulation. The Antichrist will seek to destroy
them by casting water “out of his mouth,” as a flood
(Rev. 12:13-17).

Whether or not this is literal water, this writer does
not pretend to know. There are other places in Scrip-
ture where the word “flood” is used to figuratively por-
tray an army. The earth, however, will swallow the
flood, possibly with an earthquake or sandstorm.

The remnant of Jews who escape the wrath of the
Antichrist will then be out of his reach. Frustrated, he
will then focus his attention on the remnant of their
seed—those which keep the commandments of God
and have the testimony of Jesus Christ (Rev. 12:17).

The remnant of the seed of Israel that Jesus speaks
of in Rev. 12:17 is the Church. (The seed of Israel is
the Word of God [Jesus—@Gal. 3:16], and the fruit of
that seed is the Church.) By this time, only a remnant
of that seed will be left on the earth.

The Antichrist will then make war with the remain-
ing saints of God and overcome them. Power will be
given to him over all kindreds, tongues, and nations.
All that dwell upon the earth shall worship him except
God’s devoted saints (Rev. 13:7, 8). Unless those days
should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved:
but for the sake of the elect (the Church), those days
shall be shortened (Matt. 24:22).

This will be the most horrible time in all of history.
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We are told, in 2 Thess. 2:7, 8, that the force which
has restrained the forces of darkness will be removed
or set aside in order that wickedness may be revealed,
without restraint or limit, embodied in the Man of
Sin—the Antichrist.

For those who abide in Christ, this will be a time
of abiding confidence as we witness the earth laboring
to give birth to the new age of peace and the coming
of the Lord.

The prophet Haggai prophesied that God would
shake all nations and then the desire of all nations
would come (Hag. 2:7). The desire of all nations is
peace, and the Prince of Peace is Jesus! Although the
world does not know it, the desire of all nations is
Jesus.

Whether or not we, as individuals, survive in our
disposable containers of flesh for the full duration of
the Tribulation (1,260 days) does not matter; in the end,
all who overcome will be with our Lord, and His domi-
nion will be everlasting. Praise His name!

In Summary

In summary, I would like to list the sequence of
events we are to be looking for:

(1) A rising of ten nations out of the old Roman
empire (Dan. 2; 7:7, 8, 24). This was probably
fulfilled on January 1, 1981, by the formal ratifi-
cation of the tenth nation—to the European Common
Market—Greece.

44

The Man of Sin

Note: Although the European Common Market
has the appearance of the prophesied latter day
10-nation kingdom, it will take time to unveil the
truth as to its actual role in history. Remember,
we are exhorted to watch for the signs of the
TIMES, but we must be careful not to presume
the outcome of events before they occur.

(2) A subduing of three kings of the ten-nation
confederacy by a brilliant political leader (the
Antichrist) as he moves into a position of world
leadership (Dan. 7:24). This prophecy should be
fulfilled next.

(3) The signing of a seven-year covenant between
Israel and this leader (Dan. 9:27, Isa. 28:14-18).

(4) The Antichrist will receive a head wound (Zech.
11:16 & 17; Rev. 13:3).

(5) He will be miraculously healed—ecither
prevented from dying or raised from death (Rev.
13:3).

(6) He will probably be left with a crippled right
eye and arm, although this crippling may be merely
symbolic of a spiritual death (Zech. 11:17).

(7) He will move into the Holy Place and proclaim
himself to be God (2 Thess. 2:4; Dan. 12:11; Matt.
24:15).
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(8) He will attempt to annihilate the Jews (Rev.
12:13).

(9) Frustrated by his failure to totally obliterate
Israel, he will turn his attention to the destruction
of Christians (Rev. 12:17).

(10) The whole unredeemed world will worship
him for three-and-one-half years (Rev. 13:4, 5).

The following Bible verses are suggested reading:
Num. 24:17; Isa. 16:4-14; Dan. 2:35 & 44; 7:13 & 14,
21-27; Rev. 2:7 & 11 & 17 & 26 & 38; 3:5, 12 & 21.
Reading these verses will provide a clearer perspective
on what the Bible says about the last days.
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Let no man deceive you by any means: for
that day [coming of the Lord and our gather-
ing to Him] shall not come, except there come
a falling away first, and that man of sin be
revealed, the son of perdition. (2 Thess. 2:3)

To say the Lord could come at any moment is
a statement made at the expense of sound scriptural
doctrine. It is of utmost importance we prepare
ourselves to both expect and recognize the “falling
away” of professing believers first. Paul boldly states
this must take place before the Church is gathered.

The word used in the original Greek text—that has
been translated “falling away” in the King James
Version—is apostasia. It means to commit apostasy,
to forsake, separate, divorce, or defect from the truth.
It does not mean “backslidden, but still under grace.”
It is a total severing of the relationship.

The Holy Spirit clearly states, in later times,
some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits
and things taught by demons (1 Tim. 4:1). The Church
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has never been more vulnerable to a mass abandon-
ment of the faith than it is now.

Many of our local church fellowships are being sus-
tained through tradition, while the hearts of the people
grow colder. The Word of God has ceased to be
personally adhered to by a vast majority of our religious
leaders, resulting in a compromise of moral integrity.

Our improper teaching of the Word of God has pro-
duced an undisciplined church. It is overflowing with
men and women who have not been trained in the
Lordship of Jesus Christ. They do not know that the
New Testament calls Jesus “Savior” only twenty-four
times, while He is called “Lord” 703 times. Conse-
quently, we have produced a generation of people who
view Jesus as a “fire-insurance policy.”

We have taught many of our new converts to ask
Jesus to be Savior of their lives, so they might reap
the benefits of being a Christian. Yet we do not teach
them the high price of laying down their lives in repen-
tance and submitting in obedience to His Word.
Consequently, we have a vast amount of people who
accept the fact that Jesus died for the sins of the world;
but acceptance without true repentance and submis-
sion to His lordship bears no fruit. The tree that bears
no fruit will be cut down (see Luke 3:9; John 15:1-6).

There is also a strong trend in the contemporary
church to read His Word to acquire knowledge. The
motivation within the hearts of many of us has been
to be well versed in biblical doctrine in order that we
might use our knowledge competitively as an instrument
of status, rather than as a vehicle to conform us
to the image of our Lord.
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My concern is that a lukewarm attitude, coupled with
the assertive teaching that Christ is going to remove
us before the Great Tribulation, has caused a vast ma-
jority of the now professing Christians to not recognize,
nor to be concerned with, the “signs of the times.”
They will not recognize the Antichrist. Being convinced
the saints will be removed before he comes on the
scene, they will receive him as an angel of light. And
they will be overwhelmed by his miraculous power.
When this happens, their hearts will be deceived and
confused by men who herald the Antichrist as the savior
of the world. These men will be the latter-day scoffers
Peter said will rise up and seek to discredit the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

Peter stated these scoffers would be men walk-
ing after their own lusts (2 Peter 3:3-4). If Matt. 24:12
is correct in predicting iniquity shall abound in the
last days, then certainly these men will proclaim the
pleasures of a life style that has no boundaries. They
will surely seek to discredit the Scripture as erroneous
by asking, “Where is the promise of his coming? for
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of creation” (2 Pet. 3:4).

The pressure which will be put on professing
believers, who are not abiding in the Lordship of
Christ, will be more than they can bear. Many will suc-
cumb to the luring of pleasures and pressures of a sin-
sick society, falling away from their first love. They
will be like those spoken of in the parable of the
sower—who received the seed of the Word of God in
stony hearts. Having first received it with joy, they will
yield to the pressures of society because they have not
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grounded themselves in Christ. By and by, they will
fall away.

After these men and women willingly become ig-
norant of God and reject the cost of bearing the cross
of Jesus to pursue their own lust (2 Peter 3:5), their
minds will be darkened with confusion, and they will
begin to betray the devoted saints whose purity in-
timidates them.

There are two different conditions of the Lord’s ser-
vants at His coming that are demonstrated in Luke
12:42-47. The only servant mentioned as being sur-
prised by the coming of the Lord is the one who is
persecuting the other servants. The key to the whole
passage in Luke, however, is in verse 45: “If that ser-
vant shall say in his heart, My Lord delayeth His com-
ing.”

Here, again, we see portrayed the heart of a profess-
ing servant of God who does not truly love Jesus or
His people. He is not aware of the times, and is indif-
ferent in his affections. When it becomes too incon-
venient to maintain a mask of Christianity, then he will
turn on the ones who are truly devoted to the Lord—
“falling away” from the faith. Jesus says he will be
appointed his portion with the unbelievers, and his
portion would be greater than the unbelievers.

Scripture teaches that once a man has escaped the
pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and is again entangled
therein (and is overcome), the latter end is worse with
him than the beginning. For it would have been better
for him not to have known the way of righteousness,
than, after he had known it, to turn from the holy com-
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mandment delivered unto him. But it is happened un-
to him according to the true proverb, “The dog is
turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was
washed to her wallowing in the mire” (2 Peter 2:20-22).

We need to pursue the person of Jesus Christ, learn-
ing what it means to abide in Him, and how to find
in Him a refuge from deceit and destruction.

Look around; the world is in drastic need of answers.
The Scriptures say that someone will rise up who will
appear to have the answers. The Bible calls him “the
ungodly man of sin.” As he begins to unite the world,
and soothe it with his brilliant oratory, he will also
begin to magnify himself. He will impose systems and
strategies that will, at first, appear to be the answers
to the world’s unsettled conditions. All will be deceived,
except for God’s very elect.

As Christians refuse to yield to his demands, the
world will view them as opposers of world peace and
a threat to its security.

At first, demands will be small. Then they will
become more intense (as in Hitler’s Germany). Initial-
ly, his systems will be optional; however, more and
more pressure will be put on everyone to conform un-
til everything climaxes by his desecration of the Tem-
ple and his proclamation that he is God (2 Thess. 2:4;
Matt. 24:15).

At this point, it will be mandatory that we receive
his number or mark—signifying that we worship him
as God. This will be easy for the unredeemed to do,
because to them he will appear to be of God. They will
be deceived by his power and the miracles he performs.

The price of being a Christian will be so high that
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there will no longer be any room for the spiritually
lukewarm. The mandatory mark will conclude a great
spiritual exodus of lukewarm Christians, so that none
will remain, except those who love Christ more than
their own lives.

The Antichrist will convince the undiscerning that
those who follow him have the blessings of God. He
will easily be able to persuade them, as he appeases their
conscience by appearing to be of God, while at the same
time offering a permissive outlook toward pursuing the
desires of the flesh. In other words, those who follow
him will believe they are able to have their cake and eat
it too.

The Antichrist will so sway the nations that men will
seek to purge the world of those who oppose him. They
will believe in their hearts (as Saul did in the book of
Acts) they are serving God by destroying Christians
(see John 16:2).

According to 2 Thess. 2:7, this will be a time when
the force that has restrained the powers of darkness
will quit restraining and will step aside. This will allow
the mature fruit of the seed of pride and confusion (first
sown in the garden of Eden) to raise its ugly head and
demonstrate to all of the heavenly principalities its need
for judgment and destruction.

It will also be a time of perfecting, purging, and
preparing the bride of Christ, so she can stand
beautifully and maturely in the earth—a final and glorious
demonstration of the love of God to all who dwell on the
earth and in the heavenlies.

After all of the purposes of God have been fulfilled
and the Great Tribulation draws to a close, the mystery
of God (the good fruit of the earth—the Church) will
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be ready for harvest. Christians will then be removed
from the earth in order that God's wrath might be ex-
ecuted, destroying those who destroy the earth (Rev.
11:18).

It will be just like the days of Noah and Lot; the
righteous are removed for preservation and the wicked
are brought to judgment within the same day. May the
Lord Jesus be glorified in our devotion to Him!
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The Great Tribulation

In natural childbirth, the releasing of the uterine
brake begins the dilation stage. The dilation stage is
the first stage of labor which enlarges the birth canal
to prepare it for the passage of the baby. This process
of enlarging the birth canal is a series of rhythmic con-
tractions that become increasingly intense and painful.
The dilation stage must be completed before the ex-
pulsion of the baby will begin.

Like the dilation stage, the Great Tribulation will be
a time of extremely painful, uncontrollable upheavals
of humanity. Men will be laboring in their own strength
to give birth to the elusive desire of peace; however,
conditions will only intensify until the earth peaks into
the unbearble chaos of the greatest tribulation since the
beginning of time.

Until the Holy Spirit of God quits restraining the
powers of darkness and allows the Antichrist to be
revealed, the striving of humanity will be comparably
mild, as are the false labor (“Braxton Hicks”) contrac-
tions. But, like the releasing of the uterine brake, the
Spirit of God will quit restraining the powers of
darkness, releasing the seed of the mystery of confu-
sion (tare) to bring forth its ripened fruit—the Anti-
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christ. He will arouse the nations to a crescendo of
unprecedented confusion.

What is the Tribulation?

The word from the original Greek, which has been
translated “tribulation” in Scripture, is Thlipsis. It
means to be in affliction, anguish or persection. Con-
trary to popular belief, there are no places within the
Scriptures that state or imply, the Great Tribulation
is the wrath of God in the earth. Rather, it is a
time of great affliction and tribulation. The wrath of
God will occur immediately after the Tribulation (Matt.
24:29), as we will see in the following chapters.

The Tribulation is a time when God will allow the
two mysteries of the earth to come into maturity. The
Church will be mature, corporately demonstrating the
fullness of the seed of truth in the earth (the wheat).
And the Antichrist will be the full personification of
the powers of darkness, demonstrating the fullness of
the seed of deception in the earth (the tare). The con-
flict of the two forces, as they collide, will bring about
great tribulation for three-and-one-half years (which
is the same amount of time that was alloted for the
ministry of Jesus).

When and How Long Is the Tribulation?

The Great Tribulation period is not seven years long!
Jesus referred to the prophecies of Daniel, stating the
Great Tribulation would begin when the Antichrist
defiled the Holy Place (Matt. 24:15 & 21). Daniel pro-
phesied the Antichrist would stand in the Holy Place
and defile it in the middle of the last seven years (Dan.
9:27). This tells us we will have approximately
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three-and-one-half years from the signing of the seven-
year covenant between Israel and the Antichrist until
the Tribulation begins. This would leave about three-
and-one-half years remaining for the time period de-
fined as the Great Tribulation.

The Antichrist will have total dominion over the earth
for the full three-and-one-half years of the Tribulation
Period. Daniel states, from the time the abomina-
tion (the Antichrist) is set up (defiling the Holy Place),
there shall be 1,290 more days of his reign. (Dan. 12:11)
His reign will be terminated by the coming of the Lord
(2 Thess. 2:8).

Six major episodes of the Great Tribulation are
presented in Scripture. These will last for the full dura-
tion of the three-and-one-half years of tribulation. They
are:

1. The holy city of Jerusalem will be tread
underfoot by the Gentiles for forty-two
months—three-and-one-half years (1260
days)—(Rev. 11:2, 12:7-13; Matt. 24:15).

2. The surviving Jews will flee into the
wilderness to be nourished by God from the
face of the Serpent for a time, and times, and
a half a time—three-and-one-half years (1260
days)—(Rev. 12:14).

3. The Church will endure extreme persecu-
tion as the Antichrist prevails against them for
“a time and times and the dividing of
time”—three-and-one-half years (1260 days)
—(Dan. 7:21 & 25; Dan. 12:6-7; Rev. 12:17;
Rev. 13:5-7).
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4. Men will worship the dragon (Antichrist)
for forty-two months—three-and-one-half
years (1260 days)—(Rev. 13:4-8).

5. The Antichrist will blaspheme God, and
His Tabernacle (Church), and all them that
dwell in heaven, for forty-two months—three-
and-one-half years (1260 days)—(Rev.
13:5-6).

6. God will empower two witnesses to
prophesy against the Antichrist and his
cohorts for 1260 days—three-and-one-half
years—(Rev. 11:3).

When the Antichrist defiles the Holy Place and
declares himself to be God, he will establish Jerusalem
as his seat and as the center of world dominion. The
Gentile armies he commands will tread the holy
city underfoot, and he will deceitfully establish himself
as the Messiah that was prophesied to rule the world
from Jerusalem.

When he desecrates the Holy Place, the Jews will then
realize they have made a drastic mistake by trust-
ing him. They will flee for their lives into the wilderness,
and the fortunate ones will barely escape his intense
persecution.

Frustrated by his failure to totally destroy the Jews,
he will turn his fury toward the remnant of the seed
of Israel (Rev. 12:17). The seed of Israel is Christ (Gal.
3:16), and the remnant of Christ in the earth is His
Church.
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The Antichrist will demand that all men worship him
universally and receive the mark of the number of his
name (Rev. 13:16-18). He will begin to blaspheme God
and His Tabernacle and those who dwell in the heavens.
He will also raise up a false prophet who will have the
appearance of a lamb, but who will speak as a dragon.
The false prophet will exercise all of the power of the
Antichrist and will cause the earth (and them which
dwell therein) to worship him. He will do great
wonders, so that he will make fire come down from
heaven to the earth in the sight of men. And the
miracles he will perform will deceive all who dwell on
the earth, except for those whose names are written in
the Lamb’s Book of Life.

The false prophet will convince those who dwell on
the earth they should make an image of the Anti-
christ. He will then use his great power to bring the
image to life so the image will be able to speak.
The image will cause all who will not worship the false
prophet to be killed (Rev. 13:4-15). This will be a time
of bloodshed such as the world has never witnessed.
Men will betray close members of their own families
out of their blind loyalty to that unholy beast. The
hearts of men will harden so that they will perform feats
of cruelty unsurpassed in the history of the world.

In the opening verses of the eleventh chapter of the
book of Revelation, John is told by the angel of the
Lord to go and measure the Temple of God. All of
God’s Word teaches us the true Temple of God is the
Church.!

At the beginning of the Tribulation, the Temple of
God (the Church) will be measured (see Rev. 11:1). The
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Church will be found to be mature, walking with God
(as was Enoch). It will be ready for harvest. Then, the
Lord will raise two witnesses to represent the Church
before the nations during the Tribulation period (Rev.
11:3).

These events were foreshadowed in the Old Testa-
ment by the nation of Israel. Israel (God’s people) grew
into maturity in Egypt (a land of bondage). In Exod.
3:7-10, we see that God visited Israel and determined
they were ready for deliverance. He then raised
two witnesses (Moses and Aaron), who confronted
Pharoah (and his masters of the black arts). There, they
met occult opposition from the Egyptians (as will the
two witnesses described in Rev. 11). However, as the
authority of Moses and Aaron was superior to that of
the sorcerers of Egypt, so the authority of the two
witnesses will be superior to that of the Antichrist and
his false prophet.

Like Moses and Aaron, these two witnesses will
represent God and His people to the nations. They will
prophesy against the ungodly, shut up the rain, and
call plagues upon the earth for three-and-one-half years
(Rev. 11:3-6). They will probably release the first six
(of seven) trumpet plagues, which are recorded in
chapters eight and nine of the book of Revelation. God
did not allow Pharaoh or the Egyptians to hurt Moses
or Aaron. In like manner, no one will be allowed to
hurt these two witnesses until they have finished their
testimony.

We must remember that Israel was not allowed to
leave Egypt instantly. Rather, they remained under
ever-increasing persecution from the hands of Pharaoh.
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But, while Pharaoh was making life difficult for the
Jews, God was bringing plagues upon the Egyptians
through the hands of Moses and Aaron. The plagues
that were brought on Egypt had no effect on Israel.
And so will it be with the Church in the last days of
this age; the plagues called to earth by the two witnesses
will have no effect on God’s people.

As it was in Egypt, the persecution of the Beloved
by the hand of the Antichrist will grow in intensity, and
the two witnesses will be used of God to bring ever in-
creasing plagues upon those who dwell on the earth.
The people of the earth will hate the two witnesses, and
will accuse them of being the ones who torment the
earth (Rev. 11:10). This is the same accusation
Ahab made to Elijah (see 1 Kings 18:17, 18)—“You
who troubles Israel.” These people (as did Ahab),
speak out of hearts hardened by the deceitfulness of
sin. In each situation, the cause of the torment is not
the prophet of God, but the sin of the people.

Sin’s devastation will drive God’s people further and
further into His arms, until at last, like Israel,
the surviving remnant of the Church will make
an exodus from this land of bondage (the earth) to
receive her promised inheritance (which is the literal
presence of God and the unlimited infilling of His
Spirit).

The people of Israel had to have their hearts purged
of Egypt in the wilderness. They needed to be circum-
cised of the flesh before they were ready to possess the
promised inheritance of God (Josh. 5:2-9). Likewise,
the Church will go through a period of intense purg-
ing, removing those branches which bear no fruit (the
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great falling away). Those who remain will be circum-
cised of the desires of the flesh so that they will stand
with a singleness of eye, a righteous and glorious
demonstration of the character of our Lord.

In the final days, the Church will stand as did Israel,
gazing from the wilderness side of the Jordan river,
across its banks to the promised inheritance of the
Lord’s coming. We will go through the last three-and-
one-half years of sin’s unrestrained dominion, as a peo-
ple comparable to the men of valor of David’s throne.
Christians will do exploits (Dan. 11:32), performing
glorious demonstrations of the fearlessness of the Lion
of our tribe. Although many of them will experience
physical destruction, their spirits will be unquenchable
testimonies of Shiloh the Prince of Peace (Jesus), whose
scepter shall rule the nations, and shall not depart.

The man whose loyalty is to the true God will have
a personal escort through the furnace of affliction by
our Lord Jesus, the Son of God (Dan. 3:25). The man
who loves God with a pure heart will not dwell in fear
during the Tribulation (Dan. 3:16-18), but will give
himself freely in the day of God’s power, in the beau-
ty of holiness (Ps. 110:3). He will not be afraid though
ten thousands of people should set themselves against
him round about, for the Lord our God is a shield to
those who love Him. He is their glory, and the lifter
of their heads.

As the Church comes into maturity, corporately
demonstrating the Word of God in the earth, we will
overcome our inner man by the power of God’s Word
and by the blood of the Lamb. The greatest conflict
we will ever experience is not the Great Tribulation, but
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rather the conflict that rages in the innermost sanc-
tuaries of our heart and mind. If a man gains victory
over his flesh and is conformed to the image of Christ
in his heart, then any external conflict that may be
hurled at him by a sin-sick society will be easy for him
to endure.

When the fruit of the earth becomes ripe, the Son
of man will prepare to send His angels forth to harvest
the earth. The tares will be gathered in bundles to be
burned first, and the wheat will be gathered into the
barn where they will shine like the sun in the kingdom
of their Father (Matt. 13:30 & James 5:7).
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When the dilation of the birth canal is complete, the
expulsion phase begins.

The expulsion phase is the process of actually expell-
ing the infant from the body. It is a relatively brief,
yet intense stage of labor. Rupture of the amniotic sack
(water breaking) generally occurs at the beginning of
this stage. The contractions then become methodical
and severe as the child begins its journey through the
birth canal. Once the child enters the canal, the mother
will find she is unable to refrain from pushing.
She will experience feelings of desperation as she finds
herself no longer in control. The seed that has been
sown in her womb, and nurtured to maturity, is about
to be harvested—thus fullfilling the law of sowing and
reaping.

And so it is with the earth. There are two seeds which
have been sown in its womb. Like the seeds in the
womb of Rebekah (Jacob and Esau), these are two na-
tions, two manner of people that are struggling against
one another for the inheritance of the earth. The first
is a nation that is called out and chosen and has re-
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ceived and nurtured with endurance the engrafted
Word of God (the mystery of God). The second is a
nation that has received and nurtured the seed of the tare,
esteeming the pottage of the earth as greater riches than
the birthright that was purchased by the blood of Christ
(the mystery of iniquity).

Immediately after the Tribulation (the dilation stage),
the two seeds (of the wheat and the tare) will begin to
be harvested (beginning the expulsion phase). The rem-
nant of the seed of Christ will have ripened to
understanding and complete trust in God, and will then
be harvested into His presence. Meanwhile, the seed
of deception will have matured to absolute confusion
and fear, and will be harvested into bundles in the valley
of Armageddon for the outpouring of God’s burning
wrath.

After the Church is removed, the kingdoms of the
earth will experience intense desperation. Like a woman
in the expulsion stage of labor, they will realize they
are no longer in control. Confusion and fear will
dominate their minds, so that their hearts will fail.
There will be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and
in the stars; and upon the earth will come distress of
nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves will roar
in response to the catastrophic condition of the earth.
They will be consumed with fear in their innermost be-
ings, for the powers of heaven shall be shaken (Matt.
24:29; Luke 21:25, 26).

There is an event that briefly precedes the harvest
of the Church. This event will tell those who are watch-
ing the Tribulation period is finished, and the
wheat and the tare are about to be harvested. That
event is the slaying of the two witnesses.

64

The Expulsion Phase

The two witnesses will be untouchable until they
finish their testimonies. However, once the three-and-
one-half years of tribulation is complete, and their
three-and-one-half years of prophesying in sackcloth
have been fulfilled, the Antichrist will be allowed to
make war with them and kill them (Rev. 11:7).

Their dead bodies will then be displayed in the streets
of Jerusalem for three-and-one-half days. And all of
the people and nations, and those who dwell on the
earth, will rejoice over their destruction, exchanging
gifts and making merry because these two prophets
(which have tormented them) have been slain (Rev.
11:10).

The world will believe the slaying of the two
witnesses will bring peace and safety at last. It will re-
joice in their destruction, convinced this is an end
of the plagues and persecutions they have brought
on the earth. It will also believe this victory is a
final demonstration of the omnipotence of their false
god—the Antichrist.

They will be terribly deceived, because this is the time
of the fulfilling of the prophecy of Paul: “For when
they shall say, peace and safety, then sudden destruc-
tion cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with
child; and they shall not escape” (1 Thess. 5:3 italics
mine).

Peace and safety will be short-lived! There will be
only three-and-one-half days after the death of the two
witnesses until they will be resurrected and called to
heaven. This will cause great fear to fall on all of those
who see them (Rev. 11:11). Once the two witnesses are
called into the heavens in a cloud, the “third woe” will
come quickly (Rev. 11:14).
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The third woe is the blowing of the seventh trumpet
by the seventh angel. It will initiate the harvest of the
Church into God’s presence, and the outpouring of
God’s wrath on the earth. John writes, “When he [the
seventh angel] shall begin to sound [the seventh
trumpet], the mystery of God should be finished, as
he hath declared to his servants the prophets” (Rev.
10:7; 11:15).

The seventh trumpet will announce the completion
of the mystery of God—the Church. There are only
two series of trumpets recorded in Scripture—at the
battle of Jericho and the seven trumpets in the book
of Revelation. The seventh (last) trumpet of the Revela-
tion will announce the completion of the mystery of
God. It is, therefore, the only “last trumpet” of Scrip-
ture that can be related to Paul’s prophecy in his first
letter to the Corinthian church. “Behold, I shew you
a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at
the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed” (1 Cor. 15:51 & 52, italics mine).

Like the seventh trumpet of the battle of Jericho,
which foreshadowed this event, the last trumpet (of the
seven trumpets foretold in the book of Revelation) will
be accompanied by a shout proclaiming that the
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of
our Lord and His Christ (Rev. 11:15; Josh. 6:20).

The bursting of the amniotic sack, during natural
childbirth, generally testifies that the dilation stage has
been completed and the expulsion phase has begun.
Likewise, the seventh trumpet will announce the ex-
pulsion of the two seeds. First, it will proclaim the com-
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pletion of the Church, initiating its harvest from the
earth and, thereby, bringing the servants of all ages into
the presence of God to receive their just rewards (Rev.
11:15-18). Second, it will announce the collapse of sin’s
dominion in the earth. This will initiate the gathering
of the tares of all nations to Armageddon to resist the
coming of the Lord, and will usher in the wrath of God.

God’s wrath will be a time of purging to destroy all
who destroy the earth. Destined for destruction are
those who worship the beast and his image, and who
have received the mark of the number of his name (Rev.
14:9-11). Even after the walls of Jericho fell and the
land was given as a possession to Israel, there was a
brief work of purging before they occupied it (Rev.
11:18; Josh. 6:21-24).

Jesus said the harvest of the Church would be
like the days of Lot: “The same day Lot went out
of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven,
and destroyed them all” (Luke 17:29).

And so it is with the climax of the age: the seventh
trumpet will blow; the wheat will be harvested into the
presence of God for preservation, and the tares will
be gathered into bundles in the valley of Megiddo
(Armageddon), where they will encounter the outpour-
ing of the burning wrath of God.

In Rev. 14:14-20, we are given a detailed account
of the two-phase harvest of the wheat and the tare.

The first phase of the harvest is by the Son of man.
He will thrust His sickle into the earth and reap the
good harvest (which is the wheat), (see vv. 14-16). This
is the harvest of the precious fruit of the earth, which
the husbandman has had long patience for, waiting to
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receive both the early and latter rain (see James 5:7).
Jesus stated,” “when the fruit is brought forth, im-
mediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest

is come” (Mark 4:29).

The second phase is the harvest of the tare. (See vv.
17-20). It is in conjunction with the harvest of the
righteous. The angel will thrust his sickle into the earth
and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth. He will
then cast them into the great winepress of the wrath
of God.

As the fruit of each of the seeds is harvested, the
Church will be caught up into the innermost chambers
of the heavenly Holy of holies—before the very
presence of God for marriage to the Lamb. And the
religious whore (Mystery Babylon, which is the mother
of pride, the abomination of the earth) is gathered with
the king of pride (the Antichrist), and her children from
all nations. They gather to the valley of Megiddo for
the great battle of Armageddon, where they will at-
tempt to resist the coming of the Lord (Rev. 19:19).
In this great Battle, the Lord Jesus will tread the great
winepress of the wrath of God.

Isaiah summed up the whole event in one passage:

Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for
thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth
shall cast out the dead. [Ressurection]

Come, my people, enter thou into thy
chambers, and shut thy doors about thee:
hide thyself as it is were for a little moment,
until the indignation be overpast [the Church
is brought into the heavenlies for preserva-
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tion from God’s wrath and for marriage to
the Lamb].

For, behold, the Lord cometh out of his
place to punish the inhabitants of the earth
for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose
her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.

In that day the Lord with his sore and great
and strong sword shall punish leviathan
[Satan] the piercing serpent, even leviathan
that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the
dragon [Antichrist] that is in the sea [human-
ity]. (Isaiah 26:19-27:1, italics mine).
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S
The Two-Fold Harvest

The Marriage

The harvest of the Church (Rev. 14:14-16) will bring
us into the innermost chambers of the sanctuary of
God. Revelation fifteen records the Church (those who
have gotten the victory over the beast, over his image,
over his mark and over the number of his name) stand-
ing on the sea of glass before God’s throne in the
heavens (Rev. 15:2). We have been brought into the
heavenly Holy of holies, before His presence, to par-
take of the great Marriage Supper of the Lamb.

There is much that could be said of the marriage.
The bride is the handiwork of the Lord Jesus Christ.
He has taken a people destined for destruction and over-
whelmed them with His redeeming grace so that they
have become infatuated with Him. Therefore, His Church
has zealously adorned themselves with righteous deeds
out of a burning desire to please Him. Like the long
awaited arrival of a child, the Church will behold Him
face to face, in utter ecstasy.

Jesus will then present us (as a faultless bride) before
the presence of the glory of God with exceeding joy
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(Jude 24). As the bride is presented before the throne,
she will be so overwhelmed by His glory that she will
begin to sing the song of Moses, which is a song of
victory (Rev. 15:3; Exod. 15:1-21), and the song of the
Lamb, magnifying Him as the King of Saints, and His
bride will also proclaim in song His right to manifest
His judgment toward those who embrace sin as their first
love (Rev. 15:3-4).

The judgment that Jesus will manifest will be the
judgment of the great “whore” that did corrupt the
earth (false religions, or tares). From the innermost
chambers of the heavenly Holy of holies, the Church
will witness the avenging of the righteous servants of
God as the wrath of God is poured out upon the earth.
God’s servants will then understand clearly all that God
has done for those who have responded to His grace.

With one voice, the saints of all ages will sing,
“Allelujah; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and
power, unto the Lord our God: For true and righteous
are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore,
which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and
hath avenged the blood of His servants at her hand”
(Rev. 19:1-3).

As we repeatedly praise God, the four-and-twenty
elders, and the four beasts which stand before the
throne of God, will fall prostrate before God and wor-
ship Him, saying, “Amen! Allelujah!” (see v. 4). As
their praises ring out, a voice will come out of the
throne, saying for all of His servants to praise Him (v.
5). Then all of the creation of God (with the bride) as
a voice of a great multitude, as the voice of many
waters, and as the voice of mighty thundering, will
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begin to shout, “Allelujah: for the Lord God omnipo-
tent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice . . . for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife hath
made herself ready” (Rev. 19:4-8).

The Temple of the Holy Spirit (The mystery of God . . .
Bride) will be completed at this point. We will then be
filled with the glory of the Most High God. Continuous
praise will burst forth from the bride, the angelic hosts
and all of the myriads of the heavens.This will be a harvest
festival so glorious that we will be drunk with the joyous
in-filling of the Holy Spirit, and so consumed with His
glory that we will not be able to stand (as were the
priests that foreshadowed this event at the dedications
of the Solomon’s temple—see 2 Chron. 5:13-14). The
Temple, (Church, Bride) will be filled with the smoke
from the Shekinah Glory of the Most High God, and
from His power. He will then fill us to the uttermost
with His Spirit without limit—just like our Lord!

The bride will then be honored among the host of
heaven, in the presence of the Lamb and the Ancient
of Days. We shall be all glorious within, our clothing
of wrought gold. We shall be brought unto the King
in raiment of needlework (see Ps. 45:14). We will be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white, for the fine linen
is the righteousness of the saints.'

After we are adorned, Christ will receive us unto
himself—a glorious church, not having spot, wrinkle
or any such thing; but we will be holy and without
blemish (Eph. 5:27).

Then, Christ will move among the midst of His
Church, the bride. He will declare the glory of the name
of the Most Holy One unto us, singing the praise of
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the Ancient of Days in our midst (Heb. 2:12). All of the
universe will stand silently in awe, as the Lord of Glory
lifts His voice in perfect praise. When He completes
His chorus of praise, His saints will be unable to con-
tain themselves, but will burst forth with praise and
and adoration, singing to His delight:

Thou art fairer than the children of men:
grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God
hath blessed thee for ever . . . Thou lovest
righteousness, and hatest wickedness: there-
fore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with
the oil of gladness above thy fellows. (Ps.
45:2,7)

Being the express image of the perfect love of the
Father, Jesus will then respond to our praises,
delighting in us and singing:

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come
away, For, the winter is past, the rain is
over and gone; The flowers appear on the
earth; the time of the singing of birds is come,
and the voice of the turtle is heard in our
land . . . Arise, my love, my fair one, and
come away. (Song of Sol. 2:10-13)

We will be brought into the palace of the King with
gladness and rejoicing (Ps. 45:15). There, Jesus will
partake of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb with the
saints of all ages—His bride. The ones He birthed
through the blood and water which flowed from His
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side at Calvary. We will be like Him, conformed to His
image, and a delight to His eyes (as was Eve to
Adam’s). We will be a reflection of Him, taken from
His side at Calvary and brought forth through His suf-
fering (wherein He shed His blood for us). Christ is
not fulfilled in the fellowship of His creation of the
principalities and dominions of the universe but, as was
foreshadowed in Adam’s dilemma, He needed bone of
His bone and flesh of His flesh. He desires a companion
created in His image (as Eve was in Adam’s). We are
that nation, His lovely bride! We are the Word of His
Word, made in His likeness, birthed through the blood
and water that flowed at Calvary.

Blessed are they which are called to the Marriage Sup-
per of the Lamb. They shall sit at table with God and
be filled.

Do not neglect so great a salvation. Many are called,
but only those who diligently seek Him find Him. Pur-
sue Christ while He may be found, and He will reward
you with himself. He’s your rock, your fortress, your
sure foundation. In Him is peace, and the joy of ac-
ceptance. Cease your striving; there is rest in Him.

The true inheritance of Abraham’s descendants is
recorded in Gen. 15:1. “I am thy shield, and thy ex-
ceeding great reward.” God has made a covenant to
give himself to us, and has sealed it in His own blood! In
the blood of His Firstborn.

The Wrath of God

The second phase of the two-fold harvest transpires
along with the first (Rev. 14:17-20). It is a harvest for
the purpose of gathering the tares to Armageddon for
the great winepress of the wrath of God.
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Once the good harvest of the earth has been gathered
(the wheat), there will be no further reason to allow
the great greenhouse of the earth to remain in its present
condition. The clusters of the vine of the earth will begin
to be gathered to Armageddon for the final outpouring of
God’s wrath, where the tares will be burned. This same
pattern is demonstrated through the experiences of Lot
as he departed Sodom. As Jesus said, “The same day that
Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from
heaven, and destroyed them all” (Luke 17:29).

Just as chapter fifteen of the book of Revelation
gives a detailed account of what happens to those who
have been included in the first phase of the harvest (the
wheat), chapter sixteen provides a detailed account of
what transpires toward those who have embraced
wickedness.

Like the company of destroying angels that were sent
to Egypt to execute God’s fierce wrath (Ps. 78:49),
seven angels will be sent to execute the wrath of God
in the earth. They will be sent forth out of the Temple
(the Church), which is now in heaven, and will pour
out the seven vials of the seven last plagues on the earth
(Rev. 15:1, 5-7; 16:1).

The seven angels which come out of the Temple are,
most likely, the same seven angels, which are the seven
stars of the seven churches in the right hand of Christ
(Rev. 1:20). They are probably the stars which fall from
heaven (Matt. 24:29). One could speculate that these
seven personalities would be more than willing to ex-
ecute the Lord’s judgment, after having labored as
guardians over the Church for so long - witnessing time
and time again the destructive power of the deceptive
seed of the tare.
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Regardless of who they are, the vials they pour
out on the earth will usher in a period of indescribable
chaos. It will be a time when the Temple in heaven will
be shut so that no man will be allowed to enter to
receive of the grace of God and the precious cleansing
blood of the Lamb (Rev. 15:8; Isa. 26:20).

During this brief period of time, the men who have
worshiped the beast will become covered with loath-
some, malignant sores; every living thing in the sea will
die as it becomes like the blood of a dead man; the
rivers and springs of fresh water will become blood so
that men will have nothing but blood to drink. The sun
will scorch men with fire, yet they will continue to
blaspheme God and will not repent. Darkness will cover
the kingdom of the beast, and men will gnaw their
tongues because of pain. The great Euphrates river will
be dried up, so the kings of the earth will be able
to bring their armies quickly across to be gathered in-
to a place called Armageddon. There will be thunder,
and lightning; and a great earthquake—such as has not
been since men were first upon the face of the earth;
cities of the nations will fall; every island will flee away,
and the mountains will not be found; great hailstones
will fall from heaven. Yet, unrepented men will continue to
blaspheme God, for the plague thereof will be ex-
ceeding great (Rev. 16).

Isaiah prophesied the Lord will make the earth
empty, wasted, and will turn it upside down and scat-
ter the inhabitants thereof abroad. The earth will
mourn and languish, and the haughty people of the
earth will languish. Because of their transgressions, the
inhabitants of the earth would be burned and few men
would be lefft.

76

The Two-fold Harvest

Isaiah said the windows on high will be opened,
and the foundations of the earth will be shaken; the
earth will be utterly broken, split through, shaken
violently; The earth shall reel to and fro like a
drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage; and the
transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it shall
fall and not rise again. In that day, the Lord shall
punish the host of the high ones on high (principalities
of darkness), and the kings of the earth upon the earth
(see Isa. 24).

Jesus confirmed Isaiah’s words, stating that im-
mediately affer the tribulation of those days God’s
wrath would be poured out. The sun will be darkened,
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars (the
stars represent the seven angels that execute God’s
wrath—see Rev. 1:20; 16:1) shall fall from heaven. And
the powers of heaven (the principalities of darkness)
shall be shaken (Matt. 24:29).

In the midst of all of these judgments of God, three
unclean spirits like frogs will go forth from the mouth
of the dragon, the beast and the false prophet. They
are spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth
unto the kings of the earth. The reason they go forth is
to gather the kings, with their armies, together to the
battle of that great day of God Almighty (to a place that
is called Armageddon in the Hebrew language—see Rev.
16:13-16).

The Devil is certainly aware that Jesus is about to
take possesion of the earth. Therefore, he gathers the
kings of the world by convincing them they can
resist the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ (Rev. 19:19).
The gathering of the kings and the beast to Armaged-
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don is the final act of man which ushers in the coming
of the Lord (Rev. 16:15).

The day the Lord returns will be a dreadful day.
It is the day of judgment when He treads the winepress
of the wrath of God (Amos 5:18; Joel 1:15; 2:1, 2; Mal.
4:1-5; Zeph. 1:7, 14-18; Obad. 15; Rev. 11:18). The
brethren are not in darkness that that day should over-
take them as a thief', for God has not appointed them
to wrath (I Thess. 5:4, 9).

The prophet Joel summed up the day of the Lord
in one proclamation as he cried out:

Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare
war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men
of war draw near; let them come up: Beat
your plowshares into swords, and your prun-
inghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am
strong. Assemble yourselves (armies of the
earth), and come, all ye heathen, and gather
yourselves together round about: thither
cause thy mighty ones (armies of heaven)
to come down, O Lord. Let the heathen be
wakened, and come up to the valley of
Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all
the heathen round about. Put ye in the sickle,
for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down;
for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their
wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in
the valley of decision: for the day of the Lord
is near in the valley of decision. The sun and
the moon shall be darkened, and the stars
shall withdraw their shining. The Lord also
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shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice
from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the
earth shall shake: but the Lord will be the
hope of his people, and the strength of the
children of Israel. (Joel 3:9-16, italics mine).
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The Day of the Lord

The earth is the promised inheritance of the saints,
as Canaan was promised to the nation of Israel (Gen.
15:16; Matt. 5:5; Dan. 7:27). When the marriage of
the Lamb and His Church is completed in the heavens,
the earth will be ready for the final stages of judgment
and possession by the saints.

The 1,290 days that were alloted to the Man of Sin
have been fullfilled' and the earth is staggering under
the vial judgments which were poured out by the seven
angels. The human mind is unable to capture the
awesomeness of this moment in the zenith of sin’s
deception.

The armies of the earth’s nations will be gathered
in the valley of Armageddon to attempt to thwart the
coming of the Lord. They will be dressed in full battle
array, yet their inner man will be clothed in uncertain-
ty and confusion; their stomachs will be weak with
anxiety, while their arrogant desire to resist God will
set the stage for their own destruction. The light of the
Word of God has been extinguished in the earth with
the removal of the Church (the bride) and the nations
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are blindly committed to the Prince of Darkness, the
Antichrist.

As truth has wrought its perfect work in the Church,
deception is now having its perfect work in the earth,
bringing forth its fruit of confusion, fear, and death.

The nations are being led in vain deception by the
three unclean spirits that have come forth out of the
mouth of the dragon and the Antichrist and his proph-
et (Rev. 16:13-16). And the kings of the earth are
gathered to the valley of Armageddon under the ban-
ner of the Antichrist, whom they worship as God.
They will seek to make war against Christ and His
Church (Rev. 17:14; 19:19; Mic. 4:11-13; Ps. 2; Dan.
8:25).

John wrote, “And I saw the beast, and the kings of
the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make
war against him that sat on the horse [Jesus], and
against his army [the Church]” (Rev. 19:19).

As the marriage of the Lamb is completed in heaven,
we will return with our Lord to execute judgment in
a final clash of these two forces (1 Cor. 6:2; Zech. 14:5;
Col. 3:4; 1 Thess. 3: 13; 1 Thess. 4: 14; Jude 14, 15).

As the beast, the kings of the earth and their armies
are gathered together to make war against the Lord and
His anointed, the heavens will be opened. And as the
lightning comes out of the east, and shines even to the
west, so shall the coming of the Son of man be.

He and His bride will come as eagles to where the
carcase is. Carcase in Greek is pfo -mah, it means:
lifeless body, corpse, antichrist. (See Matt. 24:28).
Then, Christ will tread the winepress of the fierceness
of His wrath.
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John writes:

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white
horse; and he that sat upon him was called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he
doth judge and make war. His eyes were as
a flame of fire, and on his head were many
crowns; and he had a name written, that no
man knew, but he himself. And he was
clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and
his name is called The Word of God. And the
armies which were in heaven followed him
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white
and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a
sharp sword, that with it he should smite the
nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of
iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And
he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name
written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS. And I saw an angel standing in the
sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying
to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven,
Come and gather yourselves together unto the
supper of the great God; That ye may eat of
the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains,
and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh
of horses, and of them that sit on them, and
the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both
small and great. (Rev. 19:11-18).

The beast and the kings of all nations, and the rest
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of their armies will unite to make war against Him
(Jesus) that sits on the horse and against His army (Rev.
19:19). They will be full of rage, vainly imagining that
they can withstand the wrath of the Lamb. Taking
counsel together, the kings will say, “Let us break their
bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. He
(Jesus) that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall
have them in derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his
wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure” (Ps. 2:3-5).

According to the Bible, the Lord shall go forth and
fight against those nations, as when He fought in the
day of battle (Zech. 14:3): “And it shall come to pass
in that day, that a great tumult from the Lord shall
be among them; and they shall lay hold everyone on
the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up
against the hand of his neighbor” (Zech. 14:13).

The tumult that Christ will send among the beast and
the kings of all nations will be just like the tumult He
sent among the descendants of Ham (the Moabites and
the Ammonites) in the battle of Jehoshaphat (described
in 2 Chron. 20). As the Moabites sought to destroy
Jehoshaphat and the tribe of Judah, they were met by
a company of priests out of Judah who were praising
the beauty of God’s holiness. The Moabites were then
consumed with confusion and fear, and they destroyed
one another.

This is exactly what takes place on the day of the
Lord Jesus Christ. He will return with His saints, who
have received their priesthood. They will be full of the
Spirit of God without measure and will be singing of
the beauty of the Lord’s holiness. When Christ, the
High Priest and Captain of our faith, speaks the Word,
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the nations will plunge into such confusion that they
will actually destroy themselves with their own weapons
(Zech. 14:13). Having embraced deception, those who
have worshiped the Antichrist are now reaping its fruit,
confusion and death.

The prophet Zechariah wrote:

And this shall be the plague wherewith the
Lord will smite all the people that have fought
against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume
away while they stand upon their feet, and
their eyes shall consume away in their
holes, and their tongue shall consume away
in their mouth . . . And so shall be the plague
of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and
of the ass, and of all the beasts that shall be
in these tents, as this plague. (Zech. 14:12 & 15)

In this passage, Zechariah gives us a prophetic ac-
count of the nations releasing their weapons upon one
another. From the description he gives of the
plague, it appears that there will be a nuclear exchange.
They do to themselves what they intended to do to the
Lord and to His anointed: Hence, the fulfilling of the
law of sowing and reaping is evident.

As all of the nations plunge into chaos, the feet of
Christ will stand upon the Mount of Olives, which is
before Jerusalem on the east. The Mount of Olives
shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and
toward the west, and there shall be a great valley: and
half of the mountain shall move toward the north and
half toward the south (see Zech. 14:4, 5). The surviv-
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ing Jews will flee into this great valley. It is there
the Lord will protect them from this great holocaust
as the kings of the earth destroy themselves with their
Oown weapons.

The surviving Jews will behold the glory of the Lord.
The veil will be removed from their eyes, and they will
realize they have been rejecting the Messiah, the
Glory of Israel. There will then be mourning in Israel
like never before. Here is where the Deliverer comes
from Zion and banishes ungodliness from Jacob (Rom.
11:26). Christ will pour out a spirit of grace and sup-
plication, so when the nation of Israel looks upon
Him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for
Him as one mourns for an only child. They will weep
bitterly as one weeps over a firstborn (Zech. 12:10).
The remnant of Israel will be reborn in a day (Isa. 66:8;
Zech. 3:9).

As the end draws nigh, the thrones of the kingdom
of darkness will be cast down and the heavens will be
opened wide. And the Ancient of Days will come and
give judgment in favor of the saints of the Most High;
the time has come for the saints to possess the kingdom
(Dan. 7:22).

“The garment of the Ancient of Days will be white
as snow, and the hair of His head like pure wool: His
throne will be like the fiery flame, and His wheels as
burning fire. A fiery stream will issue and come forth
from before Him: a thousand thousands will minister
unto Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand will
stand before Him: the judgment will be set and the
books will be opened” (Dan. 7:9, 10).

As He appears, the heavens will depart like a scroll
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when it is rolled together. And every mountain and
island will be moved out of their places. And the kings
of the earth and the great men, the rich men, the chief
captains and the mighty men will hide themselves in
the dens and the rocks of the mountains. They will cry
to the rocks of the mountains, “Fall on us, and hide
us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his
wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” (Rev.
6:14-17; Isa. 2:10-22).

As the Ancient of Days appears above the earth, the
blasphemous beast will be taken and slain and his body
destroyed and given to the burning flame (Dan. 7:11).

Peace has been born! Like the head of a child emerg-
ing from the womb, through intense pain, the head of
the seed that was sown in the womb of the earth has
been revealed to be Jesus, the Prince of Peace. He will
then deliver the kingdoms of the earth to God the
Father; having put down all of the factious rulers and
authorities and all of the dark powers of the universe
(1Cor. 15:24).

All of the peoples of the earth who have not been
destroyed in this great conflict will then behold the Son
of man (Jesus), coming with the clouds of heaven to
the Ancient of Days (Dan. 7:13). This is an absolutely
beautiful portrayal of the King of kings coming before
the Father with the bride at His side.

Having already received our priestly inheritance of
the unlimited infilling of the Spirit of God, the Church
will now receive its rightful inheritance of the earth and
the universe, over which it shall reign with Christ as
priests and kings. This event was foreshadowed in the
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tabernacle in the wilderness. The tabernacle was
completed with every detail in order, anointed with
God’s presence and went in to possess the promised
inheritance, Canaan.

The bride of Christ (the Church) will receive title to
the earth in the presence of all remaining flesh, as well
as the heavenly host. Isaiah prophesied that every valley
(the humble) shall be exalted, and every mountain and
hill (the proud and arrogant) shall be made low. The
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places
plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed. A//
flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord
has spoken it. (See Isa. 40:4, 5.)

As Christ victoriously comes before the Father in the
presence of all creation, His glory shall be revealed.
(This is in part, His bride). There, He will receive
dominion, glory and a kingdom so that all people, na-
tions and languages should serve Him! His dominion
shall be an everlasting dominion. It shall not pass away,
and His kingdom shall not be destroyed (Dan. 7:14).

When the bride receives her glory with the Son of
man, in clear view of all of God’s creation above the
earth, all of the creation (which has been held in cap-
tivity under sin’s dominion), will rejoice. All creation
eagerly awaits the revealing of the sons of God (Rom.
8:19).

Daniel says the saints of the Most High shall be
given the kingdom, dominion and the greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven (Dan. 7:27).

In a letter, John writes, “Behold, what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should
be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth
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us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself,
even as he is pure” (1 John 3:1-3).

Suggested Reading: Isa. 26:20, 21; Mal. 4:1-3; Isa.
34:1-8; Joel 2:1-11; Rev. 19:13; Joel 3:11-16; Isa.
63:1-6; Isa. 2:10-22.
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Peace! Peace at Last!

With the coming of the Lord in power and glory,
the great rebellion of the principalities of darkness (who
have destroyed the earth), have been put down. Satan’s
dominion has been taken away, and he has been bound
for a thousand years (Rev. 20:2).

The two seeds of truth and deception which have
matured in the womb of the earth, and have brought
forth fruit after their kind, have been harvested. The
remnant of those nations which remain after this great
conflict will be gathered to the valley of Jehoshaphat
to be judged by Christ and His Church. They will be
judged as nations, dependant upon how they have
treated God’s people.!

Upon the completion of these national judgments,
Christ will establish His throne above all of the thrones
of the earth and will reign for a thousand years (Rev.
20:4). Those who will be allowed to enter this millen-
nium of peace will be the remnant of Israel, the bride
of Christ, and a remnant of the Gentiles. Although the
remnant of the Gentiles that have survived the Tribula-
tion did not receive Christ as their Savior, they prob-
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ably refused to submit to the Antichrist. It is possible
that they endeavored to harbor God’s people during
the Tribulation period. Like Rahab the harlot, they will
receive a portion of the blessing (Josh. 6:17, 25).

Like the mother who cuddles the newborn baby to
her breast, the earth will now embrace a millennium
of peace under the headship of Christ. It will be a thou-
sand years before she passes the afterbirth of the sin
nature of man.

The prophet Micah is one of the many prophets who
give us foresight into the coming kindgom:

But in the last days it shall come to pass,
that the mountain of the house of the Lord
shall be established in the top of the moun-
tains, and it shall be exalted above the hills;
and people shall flow unto it.

And many nations shall come, and say,
Come, and let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord, and to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and
we will walk in his paths: for the law shall
go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem.

And he shall judge among many people,
and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall
not lift up a sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more.

But they shall sit every man under his vine
and under his fig tree; and none shall make

90

Peace, Peace at Last!

them afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of
hosts has spoken it. (Micah 4:1-4)

Passing the Placenta

At the end of the thousand years, Satan will be
loosed. He will again stir the sin nature which remains
in the hearts of the men who were allowed to enter this
age of peace. He will go to the four quarters of the
earth and will deceive men, gathering together an army
of men whose number is as the sands of the sea.

This will be the final stages of labor, as the passing
of the placenta. Once more, men will seek to exalt
themselves above the Most High. They will compass
the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city
(Jerusalem). Then God will personally defend the saints
with fire from heaven, and will “devour” them (Rev.
20:7-15).

Then the Devil will be taken and cast into the lake
of fire where the beast and the false prophet are. They
will be tormented by day and night, forever.

Then the second resurrection will come (Rev. 20:5).
This is the resurrection of the dead of all ages. It is
the Great White Throne Judgment. Every man who has
ever lived—the dead of all ages, both small and great
will stand before God, and the books of records will
be opened. Each man will be judged according to his
works. Every man whose name is not written in the
Lamb’s Book of Life will be cast into the lake of fire
(Rev. 20:11-15). This is the second death (Rev. 2:11 &
20:6).

The only people who will escape the Great White
Throne Judgment are those who have received the mercy
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of God through the blood of the Lamb—IJesus Christ.
These are those who judge themselves by the Word of
God prior to death (I Cor. 11:31). They are lovers of
God who have exercised their love through pursuit of
Him and obedience to His Word. They are His Church,
the ones who make up the first resurrection. Having
previously judged themselves by the Word of God, they
will not be subjected to the terrifying judgment of the
Great White Throne. They are the bride of Christ, and
will be at His side participating in the judgment of the
world (1 Cor. 6:2).

With the completion of the Great White Throne Judg-
ment, death will be swallowed up in victory. The earth
will pass away with a fervent heat, and God will create
a new heaven and a new earth. He will then dwell with
men, and will wipe away all tears from their eyes. And
there shall be no more death, sorrow, or crying. Neither
shall there be any more pain, for the former things shall

pass away.
He that sits upon the throne will say, “Behold, I
make all things new. . . I will give unto him that is

athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He
that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be
his God, and he shall be my son. But the fearful, and
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all
liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death . . .

And, behold, T come quickly; and my reward is with
me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end,
the first and the last.” Blessed are they that do his com-
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mandments, that they may have right to the tree of
life . . . And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And
let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely. (Rev. 21:5, 6-8; 22:12-14, & 17).

If you do not desire to love the Lord your God with
all of your heart, or to have your mind renewed by His
Word, or to have the inner motivations of your heart
conformed to His image, then your name is not writ-
ten in the Lamb’s Book of Life. For the test of salva-
tion is not in the things you know, or in the works
you do or in the things you say; rather, it is in the
renewing of your heart and mind, by His engrafted
Word. If you desire Him, pursue Him: He will form
His nature within you.
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11
The Serpent’s Third
Greatest Deception

The doctrine that Jesus would not allow His Beloved
to experience the Great Tribulation has permeated con-
temporary theology. It appeals to our flesh to believe
God would rapture us away from any intense stress
or discomfort. But the harvest of the Church (wheat)
will not be done prematurely; it will continue to grow
into maturity alongside the tare. Both the wheat and
the tare will be harvested together to stand in their
alloted place at the end of this present age. Once the
wheat is harvested, there will be no reason to allow the
earth to continue in its present state.

The Church should do four things:

(1) Know the signs that God has given, to identify
the Man of Sin when he is revealed;

(2) Anticipate a great falling away of many pro-
fessing Christians;

(3) Prepare mentally and spiritually for a time
of tribulation such as the world has never known;
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(4) Seek to understand God’s purpose in the
Great Tribulation, as it concerns all of His creation,
no longer focusing on personal desires.

People shudder when they consider the prospect of
having to endure the chaos of the closing scenes of this
present age. They do not understand that the battle
which rages inside of each and every one of us is the
greatest conflict known to man. Having gained victory
over the inner man through Christ, nothing else can
defeat us! 1If we press on to discover the victory over
ourselves that comes through a living relationship with
Christ, and the peace that reigns in our hearts from
devotion to Him, there is nothing—nothing at all
that can defeat or discourage us, not even death.

Has refusal to believe we will experience the
Great Tribulation caused the Church to be slumbering
in the day? Are the itching ears of Christ’s bride being
scratched? Christians are taught they will be in-
stantly removed with no warning: But the Church
should be exhorted to watch, to keep its lamps trim,
and to know the times and seasons. God’s Word has
opened the future, not for the appeasing of curiosity,
but to prepare, exhort, and sober His people so they
might stand in the coming days of calamity.

Many professing Christians, however, are living ac-
cording to the prophetic insight of Jesus concerning
the Laodicean church.

Today’s church is rich with the knowledge of God’s
Word more than any of the saints of the ages past. Yet
selfishness, irresponsibility and apathy are rampant.
Like butterflies, many flit from fellowship to fel-

95



THE HARVEST

lowship, gleaning the nectar of knowledge yet giv-
ing nothing to the flower. Puffed with knowledge,
many have carelessly spawned a critical spirit toward
one another, thereby causing many to be despondent,
losing touch with the love of God which first sparked
their hope of salvation.

Where is the broken and contrite heart that Chris-
tians should seek? (See Ps. 51:7.)

Christians should be like Enoch. Enoch walked with
God. He sought the person of God. He laid aside every
weight and sin that would prevent his fellowship with
God. In faith, Enoch sought to be obedient to God.

Jesus is the Word of God made flesh (the torn Veil
between God and man, according to Heb. 10:19-20);
through Him we have access into the very presence of
the Father. The New Testament calls Him Savior
twenty-four times, and Lord seven hundred and three
times. Do we kneel to Him or expound Him?

In all of our “learning” of Him, have we closed our
ears to His voice? He is moving among the Church,
earnestly seeking those who will open the doors of true
repentance and sup with Him at the table of His Lord-
ship. We should, therefore, eat the bread of truth and
drink the cup of covenant, purposing in our hearts to
resist sin even unto the shedding of our own blood.

There is coming a falling away! Doctrine cannot sus-
tain a man! Those who do not abide in Him will be
stripped away. Seek Him while He can be found. The
spring of the ages has come, and the fig tree (Israel)
has put forth its leaves. The summer heat is nigh, and
the vine will cast its untimely fruit. Those who endure
will become fully formed, drinking in the latter rains
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of God’s Spirit before the harvest. Those who are
rooted in Him will bring forth a mature fruit of
holiness. Their fruit will be delightful to the eye and
pleasant to the King.

The vine will be pruned to the stump, and only those
who have the Word of God rooted deep in their hearts,
without exposure to the heat of the summer sun, will
remain to ripen to maturity.

We Christians must open our eyes, observe the times,
and discover the Christ who brings peace in the inner
man. Let us trim the carbon of self-centeredness from
our lamps and keep them filled to the brim with the
oil of His Spirit. The vineyard shall come to maturity
and the beauty of the husbandman will be seen in the
midst. The glory of the Lord shall be revealed when
the Church, adorned in all-consuming love for the
Father, stands in maturity in the earth and reflects the
light and glory of the Spirit of God.

The doctrine that Jesus would not allow His Beloved
to experience the Great Tribulation has permeated con-
temporary Christian doctrine. It appeals to us to believe
God will deliver us from any discomfort and rap-
ture us into ecstasy. The fruit of this doctrine has
caused many within the Church to be lax, passive in
their pursuit of God, and unconcerned about present
world conditions. Therefore, we are terrifyingly un-
prepared for the greatest onslaught of unrestrained sin
the world has ever known. This doctrine is the Serpent s
third greatest deception!'

Suggested readings: Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21;
Matt. 24:13; Col. 1:27.
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Chapter 1

'Ham fathered Canaan, Babylon, Egypt, Philistim
(the Philistines), Sodom, Gomorrah, and a host of
other nations which inhabit Africa. They all have a
history of heavy involvement in immorality and the oc-
cult. These nations have fathered multitudes of
idolatrous religions, incorporating the most grotesque
sins which have been an abomination to Jehovah (the
Lord God). The Scriptures speak of them with negative
connotations, and infer their eventual demise.

To state that all of the descendants of Ham are
wicked would be as incorrect as stating that all of the
descendants of Shem are righteous. However, the im-
moral character of Ham was recognized by his father
Noah, and that immoral character occasioned the curse
which follows the descendants of Ham to this day (See
Gen. 9:25).

The Lord has used the descendants of Ham to teach
the nature of the tare, as He has used the descendants
of Shem (Israel), to teach the nature of the wheat.

Chapter 2

'God told Israel through Moses they were to sow
their land and gather the fruits thereof in six-year
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periods. The seventh years were to be sabbaths of rest
unto the land, letting it rest and lie still (Exod. 23:10,
11; Lev. 25:4). It was also to be a time of releasing debts
to neighbors and brethren (Deut. 15:1, 2).

For 490 years, Israel never observed any of the sab-
batical years. Therefore, Jehovah collected His sab-
batical years all at once. He took Israel into Babylon
for seventy years of captivity, and gave the land its rest.
[490 years, divided by 7 = 70 years.] (See 2 Chron.
36:21).

’There is a verse of Scripture which is regularly used
to prove that no man knows the day or the hour of
the Day of the Lord, or our gathering together unto
Him. This verse is: “But of that day and hour knoweth
no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father
only.” (Matt. 24:36).

To date, this statement is correct. No man presently
knows the day or hour. However, careful observation
of this passage shows us it is spoken in the pres-
ent tense.

Jesus gave us points of reference concerning His
second coming and the gathering of the bride, as He
did concerning His first coming. These are reference
points yet future to us, as the decree to rebuild
Jerusalem was yet future to Daniel. These points are
given so the last generation of the true bride will
not be caught by surprise, as were the Jews on the day
Jesus rode into Jerusalem.

He warns us to watch (Matt. 24:42; 25: 13; Luke
12:37; 21:36). So do Paul and Peter (1 Thess. 5:6;
1 Peter 4:7). Do not be caught as though a thief had
entered your house! We are not to be in darkness that
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that day should overtake us as a thief (1 Thess. 5:4).

The intent of this work is to clearly reveal a definite
chain of events which will transpire prior to the gather-
ing of the bride and His coming in power and glory.
These events give us the times and seasons, so the
last generation of the Church will not be caught
unaware. Jesus gave us all of these insights so we
would know when His coming was near, even at the
door (Matt. 24:33). There is no question Noah and
Lot knew exactly what time it was. Only those doomed
for judgment could not discern the times.

Chapter 3

'If the bride was removed prior to the revealing of
the Man of Sin, then the passage in 2 Thess. 2:1-4 would
need to be taken out of the Book. Not to mention the
theological gymnastics we would have to perform to
deal with the following four Scriptures:

(1) Dan. 7:21—“T beheld, and the same horn [the
Antichrist] made war with the saints, and prevailed
against them.”

(2) Dan. 7:25—"“And he [the Antichrist] shall speak
great words against the most High, and shall wear out
the saints of the most High, and think to change times
and laws: and they [the saints] shall be given into his
hand until a time and times and the dividing of time”
(that is, for three-and-one-half years).

(3) Rev. 12:17—"“And the dragon [the Antichrist] was
wroth with the woman [Israel], and went to make war
with the remnant of her seed, which keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ [the saints].
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(4) Rev. 13:7—“And it was given unto him [the Anti-
christ] to make war with the saints, and to overcome
them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and
tongues, and nations.”

The Church will go through the time of great tribula-
tion that will climax this present age. It will not be a
negative experience but, rather, a positive. Those who
trust in God will see His Word being fulfilled. They
will lift their heads, knowing His redemption draws
nigh.

Chapter 4

'The book of Daniel is a tremendous gift of prophecy
to us. It has been given so, as history unfolds,
God’s people would see His divine control of world
events and not lose hope. Daniel was shown the rise
and fall of all of the world’s great kingdoms, as well
as the first and second coming of Christ. He was shown
that the Babylonian kingdom he resided in would be
overthrown by the Medo-Persian kingdom; that the
Medo-Persian kingdom would be overthrown by the
Greek kingdom; and the Greek kingdom would
be overthrown by the Roman kingdom. However, the
Roman kingdom was never to be completely overthrown
militarily, but would continue until the latter days, when
out of the remnant of this deteriorated kingdom there
would rise up a ten-nation confederacy.

History fulfilled Daniel’s visions, just as God had
said it would, for each kingdom has come and gone.
But we have never lost the effects of the Roman
kingdom entirely. Its religion and government have
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continued to influence the world throughout modern
times. Despite intense efforts on the part of many
men, no man has succeeded in reuniting the Roman
empire.

Now the scene is changing. Out of the remains of
the Roman empire, a ten-nation confederacy has
emerged—uniting the heart of the old kingdom. This
confederacy (the European Economic Community or
the Common Market) is probably the one foretold by
the prophet Daniel. Coincidence? By no means. God’s
Word is being fulfilled, and the world’s stage is being
set for its final and greatest conflict.

One of Daniel’s visions of this fourth kingdom is
recorded as follows: “After this I saw in the night vi-
sions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terri-
ble, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth:
it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the
residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all
the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.
I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up
among them another little horn, before whom there
were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots:
and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man,
and a mouth speaking great things” (Dan. 7:7, 8).

These two verses speak of the rise of the ten horns
out of the fourth beast (the Roman empire), and of
a little horn which will rise up among the ten. We are
told that these horns represent kings. “And the ten
horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise:
and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse
from the first, and he shall subdue three kings” (Dan.
7:24).
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The topic of this chapter is the king (the little horn)
who arises from among the ten kings (horns) and sub-
dues three of them. He is the one the Church
should anticipate. He is the key figure in discerning the
times. May the Spirit of God give Christians wisdom
to discern the times and to rightly divide His Word.

Chapter 6

Let us identify the court which is without the tem-
ple (Rev. 11:2). In the days of the Old Testament, when
Israel was God’s prominent testimony in the earth, the
outer court was also called the court of Gentiles. It
could be frequented by Gentiles and unclean persons.
Only Israel was allowed to enter into the inner temple,
to make sin offerings at the altar, and to worship
therein.

Now things are reversed. We are in the time of the
Gentiles, or the church age. Israel is blinded (Rom.
11:25); they cannot see beyond the veil, which is Christ
(Heb. 10:20). The nation, as a whole, has rejected the
Messiah. They are not able to enter through the veil
(which is Jesus) into the presence of God in the Holy
of holies. They are, therefore, spiritually placed in the
outer court of the unclean, unable to enter into the
heavenly Holy of holies.

Their refusal to accept the cleansing work of the
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ has caused them to re-
main outside of the throne room where the atoning
blood was sprinkled, wherein the mercy seat of God
resided, overshadowing the tablets of the covenent of
the law. They will remain in the outer court until the
fulfilling of Zech. 12:10, whereupon at the physical
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return of Jesus, the eyes of Israel will be opened.

Jesus is the veil that prevents Israel from beholding
the glory of God. Because of Israel’s hardness of heart,
that veil will remain untorn for them as a nation until
they behold the scars in the hands and feet of the
Messiah on the Mount of Olives.

Through the church age, until the second coming of
the Lord, only the bride of Christ (the Church) is able
to see through the torn veil of the body of Jesus into
the Holy of holies. The Holy of Holies is where the glory
of God, and the cleansing power of the pure blood of
sprinkling, rest upon the mercy seat which is above, and
is superior to, the tablets of the covenant of law.

Jesus is the veil between God and man—between the
spiritual and the physical world. He is also the absolute
fullness of the Word of God. In other words, there is
between the physical world of man and the spiritual
world of the living God an impassable gulf or bar-
rier that cannot be crossed by the natural man unless
he uses the only door. That door is the Word of God,
Jesus is the Word of God made flesh (John 1:14).

The rending of that veil (the crucifixion) has allowed
the light of God to penetrate into our world, thereby
giving us clear perception into the heart of God. His
light is the fullness of His Word, manifested in the flesh
and illumined by His Spirit. The veil, which has pre-
vented our vision of God, has been torn from top to
bottom, making it possible for us to behold the glory
of the Father through the completed work of the cross.

As Jesus brings the Temple of God (the Church) in-
to completion in the earth, and we come to the unity
of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, we
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will become a perfect man unto the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ (Eph. 3:14). We will
corporately behold the Word of God in His entirety,
penetrating the veil of God’s Word with our spiritual
eyes and beholding the glory of the Father of our
Redeemer. Our eyes will be steadfast upon Him and
our desire will be to be like Him.

In that day, the Church will walk with God, as did
Enoch. Then He will take us, the mature harvest of
the seed of God’s Word. We will then be united with
the saints of all ages, and Jesus will present us to the
Father. We will be a Holy Tabernacle of men made
righteous, fitly framed together by the Master Architect
for the Spirit of God to dwell in without measure.

Summarizing the content of the first three verses of
Rev. 11, we see these four things:

(1) The Church (Temple) has grown into maturity and
is measured for the final harvest;

(2) Israel is still rejecting Jesus as the Messiah. As
a nation, they dwell spiritually in the outer court of
the heavenly temple (the court for the unclean). They
have not been cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ;

(3) Sin has grown into maturity. The Antichrist has
revealed himself in the Holy Place, desecrating it and
trampling the holy city with his armies;

(4) As the final three-and-one-half year countdown
of this age is begun, God will raise two witnesses to
represent and encourage the Church. The Church’s
faith is being severely tested, in order that patience
might have its perfect work and that we may be perfect
and entire, lacking nothing of the character of God
(James 1:4).
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Chapter 8

'The church will be adorned (or rewarded), for her
works: (Rev. 19:8; 2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. 3:11-15; Matt.
25:14-30; Luke 19:11-27).

Chapter 9

"Daniel 7:25 states that the saints shall be given into
the hand of the Antichrist for “a time and times and
the dividing of time.” Bible scholars generally agree
that this is a time frame of three-and-one-half years.

Since lunar years were used by the Jews, and are reg-
ularly accepted in the interpretation of biblical proph-
ecies, the application of the lunar year in this passage
would seem most appropriate.

A lunar year is 360 days long. If one were to multiply
360 days by 3', the result would be 1,260 days.

There are five separate events that occur during the
1,290 day reign of the Antichrist. Each of them is 1,260
days. These are:

(1) The saints are given into the hand of the Antichrist
for 3'syears (1,260 days)—(Dan. 7:25);

(2) The Gentile armies tread Jerusalem for 1,260 days
(42 lunar months = 1,260 days)—(Rev. 11:2);

(3) The two witnesses shall prophesy, smiting the
earth with plagues for 1,260 days—(Rev. 11:3);

(4) The Jews shall flee to the wilderness for 1,260
days—(Rev. 12:6);

(5) The Antichrist is empowered 1,260 days (42 lunar
months) to blaspheme God, make war with the saints,
overcoming them, rule the earth and demand that the
whole earth worship him—(Rev. 13:5-8).
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Daniel 12:11 states the Antichrist will be alloted 1,290
days. His reign will be overthrown by the coming of
the Lord (Dan. 8:25; Rev. 19:19). This 1290 day time
period is thirty days beyond this allotted 1260 day
dominion over the saints, Jerusalem and the rest of the
world (1,290 — 1,260 = 30).

This period of thirty days (or less) is allotted for two
events: The marriage of the Lamb to His espoused bride
in the heavens; and the outpouring of the wrath of God
in the earth.

The Man of Sin will have dominion until the Church
is removed. From that point on, the earth will be in
utter chaos as the seven angels pour out the wrath of
God. In a desperate attempt to maintain his throne,
the Antichrist will deceive the kings of the earth and
cause them to gather at the Valley of Megiddo (Ar-
mageddon) to resist the coming of the Lord (Rev.
19:19; Ps. 2).

Chapter 10

"National judgments in the valley of Jehoshaphat (see
Joel 3:1-2, Matt. 25:31-46; I Cor. 6:2).

From the day of the Lord’s coming (which transpires
1,290 days after the revealing of the Man of Sin in the
Holy Place), until the completion of these national
judgments, there will be forty-five days. Daniel record-
ed that those who come to the 1,335th day are blessed
[1,290 + 45 =1,335]—(Dan. 12:12).

Chapter 11

'To state the Rapture doctrine, as is commonly
taught, is the Serpent’s third greatest deception con-
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sistently arouses the question, “What are the first
two?”

There is little doubt that the first, and greatest, decep-
tion Satan ever wrought on man is that he could be
independent of and equal to the Most High God. From
the fall of Adam to the present time, the natural man
refuses to honor and love the God of creation.

The second greatest deception Satan has wrought on
man is like the first. Men have vainly imagined they
could approach God on the basis of their own good
works. However, the righteousness of man is as filthy
rags in the light of the righteousness of God (Isa. 64:6).
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