
Prayer of Thanksgiving
God of all blessings, source of all life, giver of all grace:

We thank you for the gift of life:
 for the breath that sustains life,

 for the food of this earth that nurtures life,
 for the love of family and friends 

without which there would be no life.
 We thank you for the mystery of creation:

 for the beauty that the eye can see,
 for the joy that the ear may hear,

 for the unknown that we cannot behold 
filling the universe with wonder,

 for the expanse of space that draws us 
beyond the definitions of our selves.

We thank you for setting us in communities:
 for families who nurture our becoming,

 for friends who love us by choice,
 for companions at work who share 

our burdens and daily tasks,
 for strangers who welcome us into their midst,

 for people from other lands 
who call us to grow in understanding,

 for children who lighten our moments with delight,
 for the unborn who offer us hope for the future.

 We thank you for this day: for life and one more day to love,
 for opportunity and one more day 

to work for justice and peace,
 for neighbors and one more person to love

and by whom be loved,
 for your grace and one more experience of your presence,

 for your promise to be with us, 
to be our God, and to give salvation.

For these, and all blessings, we give you thanks, 
eternal, loving God,

 through Jesus Christ we pray, Amen. 
- Vienna Cobb Anderson 

    May your Holidays be filled with joy, laughter, family, warn 
hugs, kind words, good food, peace, hearts of Love, and the 
Spirit of our Heavenly Father.
    Your Covenant Brother in Jesus Christ;

Phillip Buttram

     This photograph was taken many years ago during Soybean harvest using an ‘old time’ grain 
thrasher. My sweet wife’s father and grandfather used one of these steam tractor driven threshers for 
harvesting soybeans for years and years. In fact, we still have their complete thresher in one of our 

barns. It is still in working condition, if you blow off years of dust and ‘mud daubers’ nests. 
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Dear Servant of the Living Lord and My Covenant Friend;
“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts 

with praise: be Thankful unto Him, and  bless His name,” 
Psalms 100:4.

    If you will allow me to add a little emphasis and expression 
of our Lord’s nature to Psalms 100:4;  

“[You] Enter into His [Beautiful] Gates with Thanksgiving 
[in your heart], [and] into His courts [of worship and min-
istry] with [spoken] praise [on your lips]: be Thankful [in 

your spirit] unto Him [for all of His Greatness – Mercy – and 
Love], [and] bless His [Holy] Name [forever and forever, 

Amen!]” 
   It is all that I can do to not weep in the spirit when I 
read that verse. All of the added expressions are extracted 
from other verses in His Word. Let me ask you two simple 
questions. How can you be Thankful to the Lord without 
Worshiping the Lord? And, how can you Worship the Lord 
without being Thankful to the Lord? To do one without the 
other is to do it in the flesh and not of your spirit. Hand mo-
tions and not heart motions. And, if we are to worship Him 
in truth, we MUST worship Him in spirit [John 4:24]. 
     From where I sit, it looks like the church body is doing 
a lot of ‘flesh’ works, either giving a ‘facade’ of ‘thanks,’ or a 
‘token’ of our ‘worship,’ and not truly walking deep into the 
waters of His presence of Holiness for both Praise and Wor-
ship, but merely dipping our fingers or toes [if that much] 
into the flowing – living – healing waters of His Righteous-
ness. When was the last time that you laid on your face before 
the Father, put everything else of life aside, and just praised 

and worshiped the Heavenly Father?
 “Then Ezra blessed the LORD the great God. And all the 

people answered, “Amen, Amen!” while lifting up their 
hands; then they bowed low and worshiped the LORD with 

their faces to the ground,” Nehemiah 8:6.
    We are just coming out of one of, if not the most, evil sea-
son of the year. That time of the year called the ‘celebration’ of 
Halloween. Now don’t get me wrong, I am ALL for fun, play-
ing games, having a good time with friends, families, and even 
strangers. Dressing up, going to parties, or sending the kids 
out to ‘trick-or-treat,’ for the most part, is just a good time for 
all. But have you looked at just how ‘evil’ some people have tak-
en the season. The “Clowning” [wearing an evil-looking clown 
mask in public places] just to scare or rob people this year has 
made national news and is the talk of police/law enforcement 
officers all over the globe as never before. Putting on bright 
face paint, funny clothes, and extra-large shoes originated as 
a means to entertain large audiences from a distance (without 
sound systems) in days of old, usually acting, or playing, the 
part of a ‘fool’ or just pantomiming actions for laughs. How-
ever, this type of entertainment can also bring forth a twisted 
desire to frighten and scare people instead of bringing laughter 
and joy. This transformation to evil is of the enemy, I could 
tell you personal stories of evil spirits appearing as frighten-
ing clowns and tormenting children, but, that is for another 
day. Every year we get letters from dear saints chastising us for 
talking about or celebrating Christmas because it originated 
as a pagan holiday, which it did. Yet, not once have we received 
any letters that condemn the printing of tracts for Halloween 

A LITTLE ONE’S FOLLOWING US!
     As parents, we are given the awesome task of  giving to our 
children everything they need for them to develop into adult 
Christians that are pleasing unto the Lord. This task includes ev-
erything from teaching them table manners, changing their un-
derwear, being nice to others, sharing, working hard, and every-
thing else needed for the physical life, to the wonders of our Lord 
and helping them walk upright before the Lord. What a blessing 
it is to see them find the Lord at an early age and grow spiritually, 
mentally, and physically. 
     Far to often, we, fall short of our God given task. We get swal-
lowed up in our day to day battles and just plain business with 
the things of life. But, those little eyes see everything that we 
do. Those little ears hear every word that we speak. Yet, we are 
surprised when we see them act out in bad behavior, or we hear 
words coming out of their ‘sweet’ little mouths and wonder to 
ourselves, “where did that come from?” It came from us! 
    Beware, “A little one’s following us!”

“And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

might. And these words, which I command thee this 
day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them 

diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 

walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up,” Deuteronomy 6:5-7.

SHELVES FOR PAPER STORAGE
     We have purchased shelving for our press-room and are in 
the process of rearranging paper, equipment, and supplies to 
accommodate the current and future needs of the ministry. 
A special ‘Thank You’ goes out to everyone that gave from 
their heart to help meet this need. We are talking to several 
companies concerning the ‘straddle stacker’ pallet jack that is 
needed to lift and store heavy cartons of paper on the shelves. 
The small changes that we have already made have helped im-
prove the efficiency of cutting and storage of our paper need-
ed for the presses. Again, thank you and God bless each and 
every one that ministered to this need. I pray that my Father 
will return unto you 100% fold increase [Mark 10:30] of your 
gifts of Love to this ministry. To God be all of the Glory!

Samantha Medina

Samantha Medina
Phillip Buttram



with a Christian message on them. Why the dichotomy be-
tween these two seasons as they both originated in evil? One 
has stayed evil and one was changed to celebrate the birth of 
our risen Lord. I personally believe that the staunch stand some 
preachers [and they will be held accountable for their words] 
have taught against celebrating Christmas is sourced back to 
the evil one in an attempt to derail their flock from worshiping 
the Savior of the world. Our Lord is not the author (or source) 
of confusion. It is certain that the enemy will not bad mouth 
Halloween, but will continue to pervert it into more evil acts, 
for after all, he is evil, a liar, and the source of everything bad.
     As time draws near its end, bad gets worse and good gets 
better. You might say that the mountains get higher and the 
valleys get wider and deeper. We can see how evil the nature 
of man is getting with the enemy’s influence increasing in pol-
itics, wars, fighting, road-rage, drugs, cheating, lying, shoot-
ings, killings, and just people being wicked, as all of these 
things are being constantly flashed in front of our eyes and into 
our ears. As bad as the times are getting, and they are getting 
bad, the good is getting better, but we don’t see it. The wisdom 
and knowledge from our Lord is increasing to those willing to 
pay the price to wait, watch, and walk in His Spirit. To see the 
goodness of the redeemed man, you have to look for it. 

“But where sin abounded, Grace abounded much more, 
so that as sin reigned in death, even so Grace might reign 
through Righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ 

our Lord,” Romans 5:20-21. 
    God is moving throughout the world. His Spirit is active in 
nations and areas that we would be surprised to hear of His 
redeeming Grace drawing sinful man to His cleansing Light. 
There is a moving of the Spirit in nations that have bound and 
oppressed their citizens for decades. Our Lord is drawing men 
and women of all teachings unto Him. You will hear voices of 
thanksgiving from those whose hearts are set free, even though 
they still live under evil leaders. If we will take the time to wait 
upon the Lord, He will lead us into His Spirit of Thanksgiving. 

“O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful 
noise to the Rock of our Salvation. Let us come before His 
presence with Thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto 

Him with psalms. For the LORD is a great God, and a 
great King above all gods. In His hand are the deep places 
of the Earth: the strength of the hills is His also. The sea is 
His, and He made it: and His hands formed the dry land. 
O come, let us Worship and bow down: let us kneel before 

the LORD our maker,” 
Psalm 95:1-6.

     Thanksgiving Day is truly an American tradition. Right now 
we are in the end of our harvest season of soybeans which is 
always a time to give thanks. And as in every prior year, we, 
my family, have an obligation and privilege to give thanks for 
our bountiful harvest. For this truly was a record year for grain 
yield. We have all of the tools [sometimes called ‘toys’] to do 
the farming ourselves. However, we do not have all of the time 
needed to follow the Lord in the direction of the ministry, take 
care of the property that we have been blessed to own, spend 

quality time with our special family, and perform the normal 
duties of everyday life, so we ‘sharecrop’ our farm. Yes, we are 
blessed of the Lord and I’ll be the first to stand up and say 
that it is of God, and not of man. Yesterday, our partner in 
farming told me that our land was the last of what he had to 
harvest. As the saying goes, “save the best till last,” he told me 
that no other piece of land that he farms produced the quality 
and quantity of beans that our land did this year. Yes, he is a 
hard working farmer, and knows when, where, and what to 
do for our crops. Most of the land was very weedy this year, 
so much so, that he had to spray some fields three times, and 
yet the weeds still grew strong and tall. One would expect the 
weeds to affect the yield, and, as plentiful as they were, they 
should have been an issue, yet, they were not. My daily prayer 
and confession is part of the ‘covenant confession’ found in 
Deuteronomy 28,

“And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently 
unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do 
all his commandments which I command thee this day, 
that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all 
nations of the earth: And all these blessings shall come 

on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the 
voice of the LORD thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in the 
city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. Blessed shall 
be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and 
the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kind, and the 
flocks of thy sheep. Blessed shall be thy basket and thy 
store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and 
blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out. The LORD 

shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be 
smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee 

one way, and flee before thee seven ways. The LORD shall 
command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and 
in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless 
thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. The 

LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, 
as he hath sworn unto thee … And the LORD shall make 
thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in 

the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the 
land … The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, 

the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, 
and to bless all the work of thine hand … And the LORD 
shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt 
be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou 
hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, 

which I command thee this day, to observe and to do 
them: And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words 
which I command thee this day, to the right hand, or to 

the left, to go after other gods to serve them.”
     All of that to say that our crops yield this year was 25% 
higher than a normal good years’ yield. Our farmer said that 
our land ‘out produced’ every other field that he farms. To 
which I always tell him that the source of our good yield is 
not of man, but of God, my faithful Father. So why would we 
not want to praise and thank our Lord? He has provided us 

with His Word, His Promises, His Faith, His Power, and His 
Son Jesus!

HAITI – UPDATE
     As you know by all of the news broadcasts concerning 
hurricane Matthew, Haiti was hit hard. It is no longer news-
worthy, but now comes all of the rebuilding and disease con-
trol caused by the devastation in the country. If our schedule 
doesn’t change, my brother Tom and I should be visiting our 
orphanage as you read this letter. All of the buildings were 
either damaged or destroyed by the strong winds. All of the 
possessions and food were lost, damaged, or destroyed. The 
possibility of rebuilding or repairing is in question. We are 
going down with more questions than answers at this point, 
and our goal is to determine the damage, make a plan for re-
covery, and to seek temporary provisions for the staff and or-
phans.

PRISONS
    We have been blessed with an in-road to hundreds and 
hundreds of prison chaplains across our nation. We are send-
ing thousands of greeting cards and postcards to them to be 
distributed throughout the prisons. Each card has a Christian 
message for the prisoners to send to their families and loved 
ones. God is moving in these prisons. Many prisoners will be 
in prison for the rest of their natural lives, but they truly love 
and serve the Lord. We keep getting reports of the move of 
the Holy Spirit in hearts that have been stone-cold for years. 
Some prisons even have a majority of Christians serving time. 
God bless those that have been called and serve in the minis-
try to prisoners in the jails.
     Did you know that our Lord cares for those in prison? 

“Then shall the King [Jesus] say unto them [His sheep] on 
His right hand, Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit 

the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world ...  I was in prison, and ye came unto Me ... And the 

King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 

these my brethren, ye have done it unto me,” 
Matthew 25:34-40.

THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS
     Reading this tract brought back so many memories of my 
sweet parents. Both Dad and Mom followed the Lord from 
their youth. Mom was raised on a farm and would share all of 
these wonderful stories of her growing up with the Lord while 
working in the fields. She came to the Lord at a very young age 
and never stopped serving Him . 

CHRISTMAS SONG BOOK
      Christmas is rapidly approaching. We are getting a lot of 
orders for this new Christmas Song Book. Be sure to order your 
copies as soon as possible while we still have them in stock, and, 
as you know, the mail will be getting heavy in a few weeks.
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