
The angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 

for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the 

Lord … Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 

good will toward men, Luke 2:9-11,13-14.
     Dear Covenant Friend;
     First of all, let me extend to you our hopes and prayers that this will be the very best Christmas for you and your 
family that you have ever had. Our prayer is that the presence of our Heavenly Father will inhabit your house during this 
time with your loved ones. Love your friends and family members as if this was your last time that you will be together 
here on planet Earth. Love them in Peace. Love them com-
pletely and unconditionally with the Love of Jesus Christ.

     We have heard and read the scripture verses from Luke 
2 so many times that we can probably quote them word 
for word. Please, read them again, thinking about the three 
phrases in Red. We’ll talk about them again in a minute.

     Every year the cold weather moves over the country and 
hearts and minds race towards the season of giving (and 
receiving). Moms start making out their shopping list and 
stocking up for the meals that will be consumed during this 
festive season. Little children start dreaming of Christmas 
morning, looking at toys, making a list of things that they 
want, and a few children may even start acting ‘nice’, just 
in case someone is watching them and making a list. Back 
in ‘the day,’ all of our wishing was done over the ‘Sears’ toy 
catalog. Now, it is all done by internet searching, even by 
the smallest of children. There was something ‘magical’ 
about opening the pages of that Sears’ toy catalog and see-
ing the toy and game selections for the first time, although, 
the pages became worn out by December 25th. A child 
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from the Word of God during a sermon. We, as human 
beings, cannot fully understand or grasp what happened 
before, during, or after the birth of Jesus Christ. We can 
read, but how can you comprehend “Mary was found with 
child of the Holy Ghost?” Oh, we can read it, and accept it 
in faith, but we can’t understand it. What about, “It came to 
pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, 
the babe (John) leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was 
filled with the Holy Ghost.” Mary being led by the Holy 
Spirit, spoke a simple greeting to her cousin Elisabeth and 
baby John “LEAPED” in her womb and Elisabeth was 
“FILLED” with the Holy Ghost. How can you comprehend 

all of that? Later, both ladies prophesied by the leading of 
the Holy Spirit. Truly, this was a “God” thing. We read it, 
accept it, but how can we comprehend it in its fullness? In 
and of ourselves we cannot! Comprehension at that level 
has to come from God through His Holy Spirit, and even 
then our understanding may be limited by our flesh.

     As we read, believe, and strive to understand the written 
Word of our Lord, how much more amazing and difficult it 
is to understand what is NOT written in the Word of God. 
Yet, what is not written can be just as stifling to the mind 
of man as what is written in His Word. We read in Luke2:4 
that Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem. Later in verse 15 and 16 we read And it 
came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them (the 
Shepherds) into heaven, the shepherds said one to anoth-
er, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known 
unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. Did you ever won-
der how many barns the shepherds had to look in to even 

had to use his imagination of what the toy would do by 
just looking at a photograph. Maybe the child would play 
with the photograph as if they already had the toy in their 
hands. Today, children can watch the toy in full action on 
their computers with just a click of the ‘mouse’ or keyboard 
stroke.

     There is no doubt that you can still find a Christmas 
Play or display at a church in your neighborhood. But, in 
the ‘day’ (again), you could see the manger scenes in front 
of dry goods stores, government buildings and also at 
your local park, sometimes with live animals and actors, 

all portraying the birth of Jesus Christ. There were even 
the few instances of a ‘choir want-to-bes’ driving around 
town singing Christmas carols to the elderly or shut-ins of 
their church. Both the singers and listeners were blessed. 
The real choirs could be found at a local shopping center, 
singing the Joys of the season to a weary and worn shop-
ping crowd in an attempt to lift their spirits a little so that 
they would get in the buying spirit, and spread a little good 
cheer.

     In today’s world of governmental fear, control, and rebel-
lion against anything to do with the Lord of the Universe 
and especially the ‘name’ of Jesus, you are hard pressed to 
find any Christmas cheer, greeting, or display of the Virgin 
Birth on any government property, lest we offend anyone 
that doesn’t believe in Jesus.

     Church services, then and now, are usually crammed 
with parents and grandparents watching the children sing 
or perform in a seasonal skit, although, today, the skit may 
not contain anything about Jesus at all. Sometime during 
the service the Christmas story is usually acted out or read 



find Joseph, Mary, and the babe Jesus? At what point of 
‘barn searching’ do you say, “Hey, is there nothing here in 
town except cows, donkeys, and horses?”
 
    And when the days of her purification according to the 
Law of Moses were accomplished, they (Joseph and Mary) 
brought Him (Jesus) to Jerusalem, to present Him to the 
Lord; (verse 22). The trip from Bethlehem to Jerusalem 
was only about four miles.

    After offering the appropriate sacrifice to the Lord for 
giving them a baby boy, they (Joseph and Mary) returned 
home to Nazareth, a trip of about ninety-two miles. They 
returned to Jerusalem every year for the feast of the Pass-
over, “Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at 
the feast of the Passover,” Luke 2:41. It appears that during 
the first year after the birth of Jesus, the family returned 
to Jerusalem for Passover and that at least Mary and Jesus 
extended their journey to Bethlehem, because we read that 
King Herod sent them (the three wise men) to Bethlehem, 
and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; 
and when ye have found Him, bring me word again, that 
I may come and worship Him also. When they had heard 
the king, they departed; and, lo, the Star, which they saw 
in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over 
where the young child was. When they saw the Star, they 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were 
come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary 
His mother, Matthew 2:8-11. All of this was done to fulfill 
what had been prophesied in the Old Testament concern-
ing the birth of Jesus.

    During all of these wonderful events involving Zacharias, 
Elisabeth, Joseph, Mary and all of the celebration of angels 
- and shepherds – and wise men – the Star – and prophesies 
– the satan never knew who – what – when – or where - 
concerning the birth of Jesus. How does that happen? Only 

by the grace, power, and wisdom of the Almighty Lord 
God of the Universe. It is only when a fearful king con-
sulted with all of the chief priests and scribes in Jerusalem 
(who were clueless to the birth of Jesus, but, they knew the 
Law. They knew that the scriptures foretold that the Mes-
siah would be born in Bethlehem) that satan attempted to 
kill the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. But even then, the 
devil didn’t know who Jesus was, or where He was, until Je-
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     Tax deductible gifts – Your Love gifts and support 
must be postmarked by 12-31-15 to be counted as a 
charitable deduction on your 2015 IRS tax form. This 
may be the last year that we are able to claim a tax de-
duction for Politicians and pundits across the political 
spectrum have been calling for cutting back, or com-
pletely eliminating, the tax payers ability to receive a 
tax deduction for making donations to charities and 
non-profit ministries. ‘The Wall Street Journal 12-16-
12 stated that Tax planning for millions of Americans 
has been on hold since Jan. 1. That's when more than 
50 tax deductions, tax credits and other tax-saving laws 
expired. Most are renewed - some day they won’t be.

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto 
John, to be baptized of him. But John forbad Him, 
saying, I have need to be baptized of Thee, and 

comest Thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto 
him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us 

to fulfill all righteousness. Then he suffered Him. And 
Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway 
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened 
unto Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending 

like a dove, and lighting upon Him: And lo a voice from 
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased. Matthew 3:13-17

CORRECTION
     In a recent prayer letter to a few of our covenant part-
ners, I misstated that the manufacture of the Digital 
Press that we are believing our Lord for to be a Ryobi. 
It is not. It is a Konica C1060. My mistake. We are look-
ing forward for the Lord to continue His Blessing upon 
this Tract Ministry with this new tool for the printing 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

HAITI
Please remember the ministry to the Orphans in Haiti at 
this time of year. We live in a land of plenty and under the 
Blessing of our Heavenly Father. Haiti is a nation living 
under the pressures of satan’s hand of oppression, pov-
erty, despair, and death. The only blessing the orphans 

receive comes from our Lord through His servants.



sus was baptized in the Jordan River by His second cousin 
John. After the Lord, His Heavenly Father, declared, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, Matthew 
3:17, there was no doubt who was the beloved Son of God. 
The Father was ‘Well Pleased’ with His Son even before 
the earthly ministry of Jesus had started. Our Father saw 
the life of Jesus and heard the Words that came out of His 
mouth while He grew into manhood and readied Himself 
for His Priesthood, and the Father was ‘Well Pleased.”

    There is little more said in the Bible concerning Jesus’ 
earthly father, Joseph. He was the son of Jacob and in the 
bloodline of Abraham and King David. Matthew 1:19 
states that Joseph was a just man and not willing to publicly 
embarrass Mary. Joseph was obedient to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit, “Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as 
the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him 
his wife,” Matthew 1:24. And again in verse 13 we see his 
obedient to the voice of the Lord, “the angel of the Lord ap-
peareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the 
young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt.” We know 
that he was a carpenter and had other children. Imagine 
with me for a moment, if you would, that you are God, the 
creator of the Universe, the Heavenly Father, the Head of 
the Trinity, and you have a plan to save mankind made in 
your image, your creation, from eternal destruction. But 
now, you have to choose a man, a human being, with all 
of his imperfections - shortcomings – faults – sins - and 
failures, in which you are going to entrust your only Heav-
enly Son to raise, care for, protect, teach and be a human 
mentor of values, standards, and of the Law of Moses. As 
God, you have one chance, one plan in which you can re-
deem your creation, all of mankind from an eternal Hell. A 
plan that was conceived before the beginning. Existence as 
a human being is risky, at best, with the human body being 
susceptible to sickness, disease, and even death within the 
womb, much less outside the womb. What is not stated in 
the Word is the worth of that man, Joseph, a just man that 
you could trust with such a task of raising Your only Son. 
WOW! By what yardstick could God measure the worth of 
a man to lovingly watch over His only Son, and care for the 
mother of His Son?

     It is the same yardstick that He uses to measure the 
worth of each and every one of us. It is even a taller yard-
stick for us because we have Jesus Christ, the risen man, as 
our Lord and Savior, and living in our very being. The trust, 
Love, and Faithfulness that God found in Joseph is what He 
wants us to show and share with our world. God loved man 
so much, He risked the life of His Son (and thus mankind) 
to enter this uncertain world we call the earth. He loves 
man so much that He has entrusted US to share His Love, 

His Word with our families, our friends, our church, our 
neighbors, our co-workers, basically, our world. We are ob-
ligated (and instructed by our Lord) to live, walk, and talk 
the Love life of our Father and of our Savior.

     This year the season of Christmas is like no other. Na-
tions are at war with other nations and even non-nations. 
While Christian families fight to keep Jesus in their cele-
bration, most of the world is just fighting. Guns, bombs, 
and rockets are killing thousands. We are fighting to stay 
alive, fighting against the fear of terrorism, fighting for 
peace, or just fighting to keep food on the table, the lights 
on, and our family safe. Yesterday I read a letter from a dear 
sister in the Lord who wrote me that she was being evict-
ed from her house. Her husband had passed away a few 
months ago, and now the bank was foreclosing on their 
‘reverse mortgage loan’ that was supposed to protect them 
until they were finished with the house. Families are try-
ing to recover from being burned out by the forest fires, 
washed out by the floods, and overwhelmed by the tragic 
loss of loved ones from wars and senseless murders.

    There truly is only One Peace this season. And that is the 
Peace that can be found in our Heavenly Father. Reading 
Luke 2 again, we see that the shepherds were afraid. The 
first words spoken by the Angel of the Lord was “FEAR 
NOT!” Fear not, words from the Lord, for the Angel could 
not speak his words, only the Words of his master, our Fa-
ther. Fear not, for the news that he spoke of was TO ALL 
PEOPLE! Not just the nation of Israel, or America, but To 
All People. Oh what Joy and Peace that brings. The Lord 
brings Peace to All People, and His Good Will toward ALL 
men, if only they will receive it from Him.
    Let God’s Peace and Joy radiate from you to ALL of man-
kind this Wonderful - Blessed season as we remember and 
celebrate the miraculous birth of Jesus Christ - our Lord 
and our Savior,
    In the Eternal Name of JESUS,

    Phillip Buttram

P.S. We wish you the Happiest of New Years as we look for-
ward to 2016 with GREAT expectations of our Lord. I felt 
impressed several weeks ago to ‘Proclaim 2016 ‘The Year of 
HIS Truth.’ For in the Truth of His Word we can find His 
Peace - His Love - and His Answer to all of our problems!!
    Praise His Holy Name forever more!
    May our life and our words bring glory and honor  to our 
Heavenly Father and Jesus our Lord and Savior. 

Samantha Medina

Samantha Medina
Phillip Buttram


