
Dear Righteous Friend;
     I have chosen the way of (His) Truth: Thy Judgments 
have I laid before me, Psalm 119:30.
     Last November, God impressed upon my heart to 
declare the year 2016 as “The Year of God’s Truth.” This 
statement might lead someone to ask, ‘have you not been 
telling the truth?’  The quick reply to that question would 
be, ‘The Word of our Lord, the Bible, is our baseline, and 
His Word is Truth!’  The completeness of the Truth, God’s 
Truth in our lives, was discussed last year. If what you 
speak or write is not the complete Truth – the whole 
Truth – and nothing but the Truth (not withholding any 
truths for the purpose of deception) then what you speak 
or write is not the Truth.
     No, the Truth referred to here is the Truth that we all 
know that is found in the Words of our Lord, but may not 
be found in our mind, heart, mouth, or spirit. We know 
them (His Words), but we don’t live or walk in them. We 
may know of them, but we don’t really see them. We may 
believe them as being true, but don’t believe that they are 
for us or that we can walk – live in their fulfillment in our 
life. This is based upon the thousands of letters that we 
read from the family of God. Many know the Truth, but, 
are not living in the fullness of the blessing that is provided 
for us in His Word – His Truth!
    And when the servant of the man of God was risen 
early, and gone forth, behold, a host compassed the city 
both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto 
him, Alas, my master! How shall we do? And he an-
swered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than 
they that be with them.  And Elisha prayed, and said, 
‘LORD, I pray Thee, open his eyes, that he may see.’ And 
the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: 
and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots 
of fire round about Elisha, 2 Kings 6:15-17. The ‘fact’ here 
is that Elisha was surrounded by the Syrian army because 
Elisha was sharing with the King of Israel the battle plans 
of the Syrians as revealed to him by the Lord. The Syrian 
King was at war with Israel and planned attacks over and 
over again against Israel, and would have won, had it not 
been for the Lord’s intervention through Elisha. The Syri-
ans would plan an attack, the Lord would tell Elisha, Elisha 
would tell the Israel leaders, Israel would put into place 
their counter defense, and the battle always went the way 
of Israel. Therefore, the Syrian King sought to kill Elisha 
so that the Syrians could win over Israel. The Truth is that 
even though the (fact) Syrian army surrounded Elisha, 
Elisha was in no danger because he walked in the anoint-
ing of the Lord (twice the anointing that was upon Elijah) 
and knew that God’s chariots of fire surrounded the Syrian 

army and protected him. The Word doesn’t say that Elisha 
saw the chariots, but he knew that there was protection 
from Heaven and he asked God to show the chariots to 
his servant. Elisha knew that his protection came from 
his Lord, he didn’t have to see it. He knew the Truth and 
power of his covenant with his maker.
    Where does this Godly knowledge start, or come from? 
Oh, yes, from the Lord, but what is the foundation for the 
faith of the protection, the power, the ability to walk in 
and under the anointing of the Lord that we see in the life 
of Elisha and other prophets of the Lord? That anointing 
which is, in fact, available to us. We are not given the life 
history of Elisha or Elijah, only snippets of their anoint-
ed acts, as is the case of so many prophets of our Lord. 
No matter how far you research the Bible, every act of 
God traces back to a trusted relationship, a covenant, 
made between God and a man. All of the power, all of 
the anointing, all of the blessings of God track back to a 
promise – a covenant made by God to – with – His chosen 
man. From the first sin in the garden, to the birth, death, 
and resurrection of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, God’s cove-
nants changed the man’s facts of this world into the Truths 
of our Heavenly Father. Just because a doctor states a fact 
of an illness in your body, does not change the Truth that 
Jesus provide Healing for you. You might say, God’s Truth 
trumps the facts of men.
    You can read and study the Covenants of God for days, 
weeks, and years, and yet, I doubt that you will totally un-
derstand everything concerning the subject. It is difficult 
to totally understand just one covenant between God and a 
man, much less, all of the covenants of God, especially His 
Covenant with Abram. To know and understand any of the 
TRUTHS of God, you have to know and understand His 
Covenants, really, you have to have a comprehension that 
only comes from the Lord through His Holy Spirit.
    As we know, the first covenant was with Adam. It needs 
to be stated here that the entire creation of the world, 
and mankind, was the result of the Lord’s “Hesed.” 
Hesed, now there is a word for you. You may have never 
spoken it before, or, you may be quite comfortable using 
it in conversation, in studying, or in teaching. But I am 
not. I have studied this word for months on end and really 
don’t have a full comprehension on how to express it to 
you with words. Oh, the Greek translation is ‘Agape’ which 
translates to the English ‘Love – Goodwill,’ but that doesn’t 
begin to express the vastness, or the depth of the Hebrew 
meaning – Hesed. It is this Heavenly Hesed that is the 
start – or – basis for every covenant made by God with 
man. It was God’s need to satisfy His Hesed that caused 
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Him to create the world, so that He could create man, 
so that He could show His Hesed toward man! And in so 
doing, allow man to show his Hesed to others.
     God’s covenant with Adam, either expressed in words 
or implied by God’s action, was that Adam was given com-
plete authority and dominion over the Lord’s creation. But 
one (angel) in a certain place testified (to God), saying, 
‘What is man, that Thou art mindful of him? Or the son 
of man that Thou visitest him? Thou madest him a little 
lower than the angels; Thou crownedst him with glory 
and honor (in your image), and didst set him over the 
works of Thy hands: Thou hast put all things in subjection 
under his feet.’ For in that He put all in subjection under 
him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now 
we see not yet all things put under him, Hebrews 2:6-8. 
And we know that the Lord had given Adam all authority 
over the earth because, the devil taketh Him (Jesus) up 
into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; And saith 
unto him, ‘All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
down and worship me,’ Matthew 4:8-9. How could the 
devil offer to give to Jesus what he didn’t have authority to 
give? God’s part of His covenant with Adam was the world, 
Adam’s part of the covenant was not to eat either of the 
Tree of Life or the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, both 
of which were located in the middle of the Garden of Eden 
that our Lord made for Adam. 
     Adam broke the covenant, and died spiritually when he 
ate of the forbidden fruit.  It was the Hesed (Love) of our 
Lord for Adam that made provisions for Adam to continue 
to live physically over 900 years, even though Adam broke 
his part of the promise and should have died because of his 
sin.  Adam broke the covenant, but God did not abandon 
Him. God taught Adam how to live righteously before 
Him, because we see that Adam taught his family to give 
sacrifices before the Lord.   
     The Truth is, that the Hesed of God set in motion the 
provision for your healing, your salvation, your deliver-
ance, your blessing, your everything that is good, through 
the blood of Jesus being shed for you. Blood was shed 
after and because of Adam’s sin. Not Adam’s blood, but an-
imal’s blood, so that Adam and Eve would have covering 
for their bodies, covering the shame of their sin. There was 
a price (or judgment) to pay for (or because of) sin, there 
always is and always will be. It will be paid now or at the 
Judgment seat of Jesus. Adam’s and Eve’s price was spiri-
tual death, separation from the provisions in the Garden 
of Eden, separation from the  blessings of walking in close 
‘friendship’ with the Father, separation from the ‘oneness’ 
between Adam and Eve themselves, and now having to toil 
in the earth for survival, fighting thorns and thistles.
    Over the next four thousand years, God would make a 
covenant with men that were willing to enter into a cove-
nant with Him. One by one, God would seek out someone, 
anyone, that would be willing to stand before Him. God 
would hold up His part of the agreement, man would 
not (could not) hold up their part of the agreement 
because of their sinful nature. Most would not even enter 
into a covenant because the price for breaking a covenant 
was too great, they would rather live in their sin than to 
walk in the righteousness of God. And because of their 
sin, they were unrighteous before the Eyes of God. At one 
point, there was only one man in the entire world that was 
willing and righteous enough to walk with God, his name 
was Noah. Out of that covenant with Noah came God’s 
Covenant to the entire earth and animal world, that He 
would never again destroy life on earth by flood. 
     The problem with making a covenant with God, is that 
He is Truth and man is not. But when the Comforter 
(Holy Spirit) is come, whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth from 
the Father, He shall testify of Me, John 15:26.

     The simple Truth is that we become Covenant Partners 
with Jehovah God - El Shaddai - Lord God Almighty - and 
with Jesus Christ when we accept Jesus into our heart as 
our Lord and Savior. God has made a Covenant, Jesus has 
made a Covenant, and neither will (can) back down from 
His Word - Their commitment to us!  His blessings are 
contained within His Covenant - with us! Just as His Cov-
enant - His Commands - His Words are not breakable, so 
His Blessings stand ever ready for us to walk in and enjoy.
    As this Earth rumbles, rocks, and rolls under the effects 
of demonic darkness and years of sin induced judgment, 
God our Father WILL NOT - HAS NOT - CAN NOT 
ABANDONED HIS CHILDREN when they call out His 
name and stand in faith on His promises. Jesus was the 
fulfillment of God’s Covenant with Abram. Because Abra-
ham was faithful to his part of the Covenant, we now have 
available to us, ALL of the power - blessing - protection 
– and fellowship - that Heaven has to offer, because we are 
the Children of the LORD!

2016 - THE YEAR OF RESTORATION
    September 2014 through September 2015 was the year 
of rest - or Shemitah - for the nation of Israel, but it was 
the seventieth Shemitah or the forty ninth year. The fol-
lowing year is known as the ‘Super Shemitah, the fiftieth 
year, or year of Jubilee. That year is explained in the Old 
Testament. In Leviticus 25:2-18, the Lord said unto Moses, 
When ye come into the land which I give you, then shall 
the land keep a Sabbath (holy) unto the LORD. Six years 
thou shalt sow thy field ... But in the seventh year shall be 
a Sabbath of rest unto the land ... And thou shalt number 
seven Sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times seven years 
(49); and the space of the seven Sabbaths of years shall be 
unto thee forty and nine years.  Then shalt thou cause the 
Trumpet of the Jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the 
seventh month, in the Day of Atonement … And ye shall 
hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout 
all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a 
jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his 
possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family 
… it shall be holy unto you …. In the year of this jubilee 
ye shall return every man unto his possession … but thou 
shalt fear thy God: for I am the LORD your God.  Where-
fore ye shall do my statutes, and keep my judgments, and 
do them; and ye shall dwell in the land in safety. 
     2016 is ‘The Year of God’s Truth.’ It is the year of His 
Super Shemitah, the fiftieth year, the Jubilee, and that 
means what? The Jubilee is the year of God’s restoration, 
the year of recovery, the year of freedom, the year of return 
to, or recovery, of your land, the year of forgiven debt, or, it 
can be the year of judgment for Jubilees not kept Holy. 
   As our Lord rested on the seventh day of His creation, 
He commanded Israel to “rest” the land every seventh 
year, the year of Shemitah, where the land would rest, in 
a way it was like God commanding man to give the land 
a tithe of rest. After seven of the seven years (Shemitah) 
would be the fiftieth (50th) year. The year after the sev-
entieth Shemitah was to be the year of Jubilee, the year of 
recovery.
    This year is your year of recovery, take back what the 
enemy has stolen, the restoration of your Peace. Our God 
doesn’t have love - He is LOVE and He wants you to live in 
His LOVE and walk in His PEACE no matter what is going 
on around you, no matter what you are going through, He 
that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty.  I will say of the 
LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in Him 
will I trust.  Surely He shall deliver thee from the snare 
of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.  He shall 
cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt 
thou trust: His Truth shall be thy shield and buckler.  
Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for 
the arrow that flieth by day; Nor for the pestilence that 



and easier, we felt impressed that we should purchase 
a Konica Minolta C1060 Digital Press to augment the 
‘ink’ presses that we are already operating.
    This is just a short note to share with you an update 
concerning the Konica Minolta C1060 Digital Press 
that God has led us to acquire.  Our Lord has blessed 
this ministry. As of this printing, we’re not there yet, 
but are, oh so, close that we hope to have it up and run-
ning by next month’s letter. We rest assured that He will 
finish that which He has started. God’s children have 
been faithful in their support of this ministry for the 
past 90 years. We can see by the moving of God’s hand 
that He is directing and blessing us towards this end 
result. God’s children have been faithful to support this 
ministry, and there is no doubt that my Heavenly Fa-
ther will see this ministy grow in Him. To God be all of 
my praise and glory! My prayers are for a special move 
of God’s hand of Love and power over those that have 
been led to donate above and beyond their normal gift, 
and that my Lord will return unto them a bounty of 
blessing that can only come from His Throne on High. 
We have several new children’s books already on the 
‘white board’ for printing on the new press. We are ex-
cited to see God move in such a challenging way when 
things looked impossible to man. For in fact, they are 
impossible to us, but NOTHING is impossible for our 
Lord. When He calls, when He directs, He will deliver 
when we step out in faith on His Word that He has met 
our needs even before we ask Him. Please continue to 
hold this ministry up in prayer as we press toward His 
calling in these Last Days before the soon coming of 
our Lord and Savior – Jesus Christ.

  FACEBOOK - WEB PAGE
    Have you seen our new Facebook page or visited 
our web site yet? If not, let me encourage you to drop 
by, pass on our web link (gospeltractsociety.org) and 
Facebook page (Gospel Tract Society) to your friends 
and loved ones. Also, if you have any suggestions or 
want to help us in anyway, please contact us via email 
– gospeltractsociety@gmail.com.  Please pass these 
two sites, links to our ministry, along to your church, 
friends, business associates, and loved ones. You can 
order tracts or make a donation from either location.  
If your ministry, business, or personal life, uses elec-
tronic media in any format and you would like to post, 
link, or use any of our tracts, pamphlets, books, please 
contact us and let us know how we can help get the 
Word of our Lord and Savior into the Harvest Fields. It 
is not about us, it is about His Word.

HAITIAN ORPHANS 
     As we look at where this ministry is today and 
what we have been blessed of God to be involved in, 
we see the shining star of the mission work that God 
has called us to do. We have aided missionaries here at 
home, on Indian reservations, in Mexico, overseas and 
around the world. We have been blessed having been 
called to minister to the Haitian people by establishing 
churches, schools, Bible school, and caring for the or-
phans as led and directed by our Lord.  He is our guide 
and our source. If mission outreach work is God’s s
Star of Evangelism, then providing for the needs of 
orphans is the core of that star. You shall not afflict 
any widow or orphan. “If you afflict him at all, and 
if he does cry out to Me, I will surely hear his cry; 
and My anger will be kindled, and I will kill you with 
the sword, and your wives shall become widows and 
your children fatherless, Exodus 22:22-24. I remember 
when Dad came home from his first trip to the poverty 
stricken – disease ridden – over populated – satanical-
ly controlled nation of Haiti. A nation where life has 
little to no value. I have related this story many times 
and it still touches my heart. Dad said that while he 
laid on a straw mat, in the upper mountains, in a fresh 
chicken coop, in chicken waste, at 2:00 AM, staring up 

walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth 
at noonday.  A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten 
thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.  
Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward 
of the wicked.  Because thou hast made the LORD, which is 
my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; There shall 
no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy 
dwelling. For He shall give His angels charge over thee, to 
keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their 
hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. Thou shalt 
tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the 
dragon shalt thou trample under feet. Because He hath set 
His love upon Me, therefore will I deliver Him: I will set 
Him on high, because He hath known My name.  He shall 
call upon Me, and I will answer Him: I will be with Him in 
trouble; I will deliver Him, and honor Him. With long life 
will I satisfy Him, and shew Him My salvation, Psalm 91.
    Walk in His Goodness. Sleep in His Peace. This is the 
year of His Truth, His Restoration. Let your heart be re-
freshed besides the still waters that flow from His Fountain 
of Healing. Jesus paid the price of your restoration - IN 
FULL. There is no debt - no balance due - no past due 
notice. It has been PAID. Let the Words of His Truth come 
from your mouth. Let His faith increase in your spirit. 
Come close to Him and allow His arms of Love to sur-
round and protect you. There is no force strong enough to 
pull you from His embrace, from His covenant promise to 
you. He Loves you and will Keep you if you will trust Him, 
walk in His Word, and live in Faith!
    Your Covenant Brother in Jesus;

    Phillip Buttram

DIGITAL PRESS UPDATE
    As most of our partners, friends, prayer warriors, 
and supporters already know, we have been in a crunch 
in our print shop for months. Only by the grace and 
mercy of our Heavenly Father, who sent us fantastic 
part-time help in the way of a retired Journey Pressman 
and gave us favor in the eyes (and hearts) of a local 
Christian-owned print shop, have we been able to catch 
up with all of the seasonal tract orders and mailings. 
Our Lord really has led us to some wonderful – Godly – 
people and eternal friendships have been forged. 
   During this period, we were impressed upon to 
expand (not reduce) our printing capabilities while 
insuring our abilities to publish God’s Word on the 
printed page as my father was so instructed 90 years 
ago. During this time of hardship and pressure, our 
God sent hope and a new challenge to do more for His 
Kingdom. We have expanded our web page and have 
a Facebook page now. As much need as there is for the 
electronic media, the printed Word of our Lord still 
reaches people that will not be reached by the World 
Wide Web. Tracts are a lasting and strong witnessing 
tool, seeds for the Lord. We are getting more requests 
for tracts in languages other than English. We will 
translate and print as many tracts as we can, as fast as 
we can. They will be printed on paper and published on 
the web for the Lord’s use. To make these changes faster 



into the stars of a moonless night through chicken mesh 
wire, with tears in his eyes, he asked God, “Lord, why in 
the world would you call me, an old man, to serve in the 
mission field of Haiti?” Dad’s answer came quickly as the 
Lord softly and tenderly whispered into his ear, “Lester, 
it is because you listen to My voice!”  Many things have 
changed in Haiti, in fact, very few things are the same. 
One thing stays the same, the need to minister to the or-
phans. We are and shall continue to serve our calling by 
that still small voice as long as God holds the door open 
and supplies for their needs.

NEW CHILDREN’S BOOK
    Watch for the soon coming release of a brand new 
children’s activity book by Mary and Daniel Currier. The 
Curriers are long time friends of GTS and have contrib-
uted many wonderful tracts for children. We are working 
on this ‘mini’ 4.25” x 5.25” activity book and it should be 
printed and available in the near future. There will be a 
small charge for the book as it will be sold on the website. 
Plan ahead to place your order for Sunday School, home 
school, street ministry, and family. We are working on 
several wonderful book projects of different sizes from 
Mary and Daniel - you’ll love them. We are looking for-
ward to providing these ministry tools.  

 PRISON BIBLES
    Our shelves are empty again. We need to place a big or-
der for Large Print Spanish Bibles to be sent to   prisoners 
in the city, county, state and federal prisons of the Unit-
ed States. We get more requests than we are able to fill. 
Please help with an additional love offering to help pur-
chase and ship the Word of God to these hungry souls. 
Some of these prisoners send us wonderful testimonies 
of how our Lord has saved their soul and converted their 
lives to one of not only following Him, but also, to be a 
witness behind the steel bars and to their families on the 
other side of the concrete walls of confinement. Thank 
the Lord and Praise His wonderful Name Forever. 

PRAYERS
    Please remember to pray for this ministry as we print 
the eternal Word of our Lord. As mentioned before, 
we are getting more requests for tracts printed in other 
languages, Bible studies, and other material. This is so ex-
citing to see the open doors for the ministry of our Lord. 
Pray for our staff to be led by the Holy Spirit and for the 
many needs associated with ministering to the family of 
our Heavenly Father, for the orphans and missions, for 
the prisoners receiving tracts, Bibles, and study materi-
al, and to flood the Harvest Fields of the World with the 
written Word of our God and His Son, Jesus Christ. 

CELEBRATION ! ! !
   We celebrate – no, we rejoice – that this year marks 
NINETY (90) years of faithful ministry in writing, 
printing, and distributing Gospel Tracts to the world! 
PRAISE THE LORD! Lester Buttram was called into 
the tract ministry and began printing Gospel Tracts in 
1926 – 90 years ago. WOW! Our Heavenly Father has 
been faithful to this ministry and to my family. Untold 
millions and millions of Gospel Tracts have been print-
ed and sent all over the world – All Praise – Honor – 
and Glory to our Lord! Who would have predicted that 
from the horse stall in the back of grandpa’s barn on a 
farm in southern Missouri would grow this ministry 
that would touch millions of souls with Gospel Tracts, 
send Bibles behind prison walls, and minister God’s 
Word – God’s Hope to the mission field? On that first 
day in the barn, construction of a vessel was started. 
A vessel that would help carry the Word – the Gos-
pel seeds of any willing to get on board. A vessel that 
would sail around the world in a tireless journey from 
port to port carrying a priceless cargo of salvation, 
hope, help, healing, and of God’s LOVE!
    Then he (the angel) answered and spake unto me, 
saying, This is the Word of the LORD unto Zerubba-
bel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by My 
Spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. Who art thou, O great 
mountain? Before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a 
plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof 
with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. Moreover 
the Word of the LORD came unto me, saying, The 
hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this 
house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt 
know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. 
For who hath despised the day of small things? For 
they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the 
hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes 
of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole 
earth, Zechariah 4:6-10.
    How small was that start in the back of that barn. 
Did my dad despise the smallness of the beginning? 
Did he despise the rejection of his family because of his 
faith in the living God? Did he despise the persecution 
over the years because he stood on the unchangeable 
Word of his Heavenly Father? NO, he rejoiced in that 
he was chosen and called to minister the Word of our 
Lord. It was in this smallness, the humblest of begin-
nings that God would raise up a mighty force, not in 
us or our flesh, but in His printed Word, as seeds sown 
into His Harvest field. Seeds of salvation sent through-
out the world to the worker in His Harvest field. All 
servants, obedient to His voice, His Call.   I (Paul) have 
planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 
So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he 
that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.  Now 
he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and ev-
ery man shall receive his own reward according to his 
own labor.  For we are laborers together with God: ye 
are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building, 1 Corin-
thians 3:6-9. It truly is God, and only God. 
    We will never know just how many lives God has 
touch through this ministry until we reach Heaven. 
Our hope, our prayer is that this ministry, this tool of 
God’s, will never put man’s teachings first, but always 
listen and follow the leading of the Holy Spirit in His 
Truth and in His Holiness in the spreading of His 
Gospel until He closes the doors and calls us home to 
be with Him in Glory. It is not a man or a family that 
makes a ministry, it is the Holy Spirit being allowed to 
flow through, to speak through an earthen vessel that 
is willing to give up his will and listen to and obey the 
Voice of the Lord. Thank you Lord for Your Word, for 
Your Son, and for the leading of Your Holy Spirit!


