
Dear Covenant Bride of Christ,
We’re living in exciting times in one sense, and terrifying times 

in another sense. On one hand we are seeing the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit on a dry and thirsty land and we are one day clos-
er to the catching away of the righteous. On the other hand we 
are seeing wars, murders, disasters, diseases, fires, floods, earth-
quakes, damaging winds and hail, tornadoes, and even volcanic 
eruptions like we have never seen before. Boy, does that look and 
sound like the End Times or what? 

Last month we ended talking about the End of Days and how 
Jesus compared the catching away of the righteous with that of a 
typical Jewish wedding of His day. [Recapping a few points from 
last month’s letter:]

THE BETROTHAL
Traditionally: The father of the groom approached the father 

of the bride with the betrothal which consisted of the (1) dowry 
[the value for the bride that the father of the groom was willing to 
pay for the bride] which had to be agreed upon by both fathers 
and the bride, (2) the wedding ring [selected by the groom], 
(3) the contract [a wedding agreement, containing every detail, 
responsibility, and obligations of both the bride and the groom be-
fore, during, and after their marriage], and (4) the cup of wine 
[which finalized the contract]. Last month’s letter stopped with 
the bride approving the wedding contract and “sealing the deal” 
by drinking from the cup of wine and signing the wedding con-
tract. At that point, THEY WERE MARRIED! [She had accept-
ed the proposed wedding contract, drank from the cup of wine, 
and signed the wedding contract.]

Biblically: The spiritual correlation to the Jewish wedding is 
the Groom’s Father is Jehovah, the Groom is Jesus Christ, the 
Bride’s father is satan, the Bride is the redeemed in the LORD, 
the righteous. The dowry paid by the Father for the Bride was 
the price of His Son sent to the Cross of Calvary to pay for the 
sins of the world. [Just a note of clarification concerning the 
Bride of Christ. Before the Bride accepts the terms of God’s 
wedding Covenant, she is a sinner, a child of satan. Once she 
accepts God’s Covenant she is no longer a child of satan, but 
she has been redeemed by the Blood of Jesus, the price of the 
dowry, and she has become an adopted child of God and now 
by Law and Covenant, is married to the Groom, Jesus Christ.]	
	

Traditionally: The Groom - When all the terms of the be-
trothal were agreed upon by all parties, the bride drank from 
the cup of wine, she signed the wedding contract, and the dow-
ry was paid to the bride’s father – now what? They were mar-
ried but not living together. The signed contractual agreement 
committed the groom to provide his bride with food, clothing, 
and conjugal rights, which are inseparable from marriage. It also 
included the husband's guarantees to pay a certain sum in the 
event of divorce and inheritance rights obligatory upon his heirs 
in case he dies before his wife. Thus, assuring his wife that he 

would meet certain minimum human and financial conditions 
of marriage. Then the groom (or his representative) left the bride 
at her father’s house with a promise to the bride that the groom 
would come for her after he had made her new living quarters in 
his father’s house, or built a room attached to his father’s house 
if he could afford it. This would usually take up to one year and 
was part of his covenant obligation to provide for his new bride. 
During this time of working, he was preparing his mind and 
heart to love only his wife, to meet her needs, provide for her, 
and to be there for her with undying love and understanding. He 
did not know the exact time that he would be leaving to bring 
his bride to their new home. 

Biblically: The Groom - Jesus is both the Groom and was the 
Dowry for His Bride as He paid the price for all of our sins with 
His Blood on Calvary. Thereby purchasing His Bride from her 
father. Before leaving His Bride and ascending to Heaven in a 
cloud, He promised to send His Helper to Comfort and empow-
er Her to live a successful overcoming life here on Earth until He 
comes for her. He has returned to His Father’s House to prepare 
a place (house-mansion) for His Bride in Heaven and now sits 
on His Throne at the right Hand of the Father.

The gifts He has promised to the Bride who accepts His Cov-
enant of eternal life is a gift that includes (but not limited to) 
salvation, forgiveness, power, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, 
wisdom, knowledge, comfort, and discerning of spirits. He and 
His Father have promised His Bride many wonderful things; “I 
go to prepare a place for you, and if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and receive you to Myself that where I 
am, there you may be also," “If you will confess your sin, I am 
faithful and just to forgive you,” “Come unto Me – and I will 
give you rest,” “Confess Me before men and I will confess you 
before My Father,” “Come unto Me – I will not cast you out,”  
“Lo, I am with you always,” “Ask and it shall be given unto 
you,” “Whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst again,” “Take My yoke upon you … and you shall 
find rest,” “My Grace is sufficient for you,” “The Peace of God 
… will guard your heart and mind,” “I will never leave you nor 
forsake you,” By My wounds you are healed, and I will supply 
every need of yours according to My riches in Glory. HOW-
EVER, when the Heavenly Father determines that the time is 
right, when the predestine ones have surrendered to the Holy 
Spirit and accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, then 
the Father will say, 

“Son, go get Your Bride!  -  Bring My Children Home!”
Traditionally: The Bride’s - obligations to the groom while 

she waited for him to come and take her away were to honor his 
covenant by preparing her dowry which would contain items 
she needed to set up housekeeping. She would prepare herself 
mentally to become a loving and devoted partner to her be-
trothed husband. There would be a bridal shower for her. She 
would make her wedding dress, as well as dresses for her brides-
maids. You must remember that in Biblical times you couldn’t 
run down to the local fabric shop or retail store and buy sup-

“Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his 
garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame,” Revelation 16:15.
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plies. It could take months to acquire material to make or build 
something. The bride would also perform a ritual immersion 
(mikveh) [which is literally taking a ceremonial bath for physi-
cal and spiritual cleansing for her new husband]. It represented 
a separation from the old life to the new one, change in status 
from a single woman to a married woman, and moved authority 
over her from her father to her husband. Her integrity, commit-
ment, and virginity had to be above reproach. Her question was 
always, “When will my husband come and take me away, take 
me to my new home?” She had to be ready, but would she? She 
had to be prepared! She, and her bridesmaids, must be ready and 
stay vigilant. She had to work in haste because he could come 
at any time, without notice or warning. The agreed upon and 
signed covenant required that the bride stay faithful to her hus-
band, consecrated, and set apart from the worldly desires and 
activities in all aspects of her new life while she waited for him to 
return for her. This included her wearing a veil over her face any-
time she went out in public or around men not in her family, sig-
nifying that she was a betrothed/married woman. This would set 
her apart from the rest of the women. There was great eagerness, 
anticipation, hope, and longing on behalf of both the bride and 
the groom for the day that they would both be together in love.

Biblically: The Bride - now being betrothed, is expected to 
honor all the terms of her part of the Covenant to the Groom. 
She is to be consecrated (set apart from the world) while she 
waits for the return of her Bridegroom. She is expected to re-
main faithful to Him in mind, body, and soul, always looking 
for His unannounced return. She is to love the LORD with all 
her heart, with all her mind, with all her body, with all of her 
spirit, and love her neighbor as herself. She is to meet the needs 
of her family, teach, preach, heal, minister her Groom’s Word, 
baptize the lost, keep His Commandments, walk in truth, bold-
ness, humility, meekness, and pray to and praise her Lord with-
out ceasing. All the while growing in His Word. She is instructed 
to “occupy till I come again.” She is to fear no man nor worry 
about the things of this world but look for her soon to come 
King with joy and great anticipation. She is not to give herself to 
selfishness, lasciviousness, greediness, drunkenness, nor walk as 
Gentiles (unsaved), but live a Christ-centered life, a lifestyle be-
coming the Bride of the King of kings. Others not in her family 
should notice she is not like them. She is to be ready to leave at 
any moment, always waiting, and watching the Eastern Sky for 
her Bridegroom’s soon calling. She must be ready in season and 
out of season.

THE RETURN OF THE BRIDEGROOM
Traditionally: The wedding would always take place at the 

groom’s father’s house so it was required that the bride leave 
her father’s house and go to the groom’s father’s house for the 
wedding ceremony, but she never knew when that would be. 
Even the groom did not know when he would be leaving for his 
bride as his departure was not his decision, choice, or timing 
but depended upon his father approving the completion of the 
wedding chamber. His departure was solely dependent upon his 
father. His father would not approve the wedding chamber until 
he felt that it was ready (worthy) of the cherished new bride. 
Once his father approved the wedding chamber, he would turn 
to his son and say, “Son, go get your bride!” And sent the groom 
and groomsmen to receive his bride. 

In some Jewish communities, the groom would arrive in the 
bride’s town with great fanfare, with blowing trumpets, and his 
groomsmen shouting and singing. They would usually arrive in 
the evening to draw the most attention in order to invite the 

villagers to the celebration. The bridegroom and groomsmen 
would enter the bride’s father’s house and literally carry the bride 
and her attendants away, placing the bride on a chair. Carried 
by the groomsmen, she would “fly” away. It was said that they 
would often grab any woman in sight and make her part of the 
celebration.

The Galilean weddings were not so flamboyant. The groom 
would arrive in town by himself without the noise, warning, 
advance notice, or fanfare, and usually at midnight. He would 
swish up his bride from her father’s house, and carry her back to 
his father’s house, where his father would be waiting with their 
friends. Upon arrival, the wedding celebration would begin as 
the bride and groom would greet those waiting, but then they 
would immediately retire to the wedding chamber for seven 
days before returning to the celebration after their union had 
been consummated. A formal wedding supper would follow. It 
was a joyous feast and celebration of the uniting of the bride 
and groom in the long awaited marriage. Everyone was invited 
to attend and join the family, the groom’s friends, and the bride 
and groom. Most marriage suppers were celebrations, feasts that 
would last for a week with food, drink, and merriment.	

Biblically: Just as the Jewish groom did not know when his fa-
ther would send him to catch away his bride, Jesus doesn’t know 
when He will be sent to catch away His Bride. “But of that day 
and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are 
in Heaven, neither the Son, but the Father,” Mark 13:32. “But 
of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that 
I write unto you.  For yourselves know perfectly that the Day 
of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.” 1 Thessalonians 
5:1-2. “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night 
…” 2 Peter 3:10a; “Remember therefore how thou hast received 
and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not 
watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know 
what hour I will come upon thee,” Revelation 3:3; “Behold, I 
come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his 
garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame,” Revela-
tion 16:15. Notice how the Word says to “repent” and “keep his 
garment (clean).” We are not to be living in sin, or with unfor-
given sin in our heart!

Wow! How exciting His Word is as we grow closer and closer 
to the soon catching away of the Bride of Christ. I can hardly 
wait to read what’s coming up next. 

Will He call us home before next month’s letter? It’s possible, if 
so, we’ll finish this catching away and the wedding conversation 
in the air.

Remember: The only thing that matters is being ready when 
we are called home. Are you ready to go home - today?

Your Waiting - Watching Covenant Brother in Jesus,

Phillip L Buttram

PRAYER WARRIORS - are still needed to receive a 
weekly list for prayers. Are you willing to pray for others? 
If so, please send us your email address on the enclosed 
Offering Blank. You will be  Blessed.
WEB PAGE - we are still adding new Gospel Tracts and 

other material daily. Please check it for the latest updates > 
gospeltractsociety.org
DONATIONS - Please be faithful with your tax-deduct-

ible gifts to this faith-based ministry.
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