tles when descending from the Mount of Transfiguration,
that John the Baptist was Elijah [in spirit], as prophesied,
to come before the Messiah.

All went well with Elisabeth’s pregnancy, and the neigh-
bors and family rejoiced with Elisabeth at the birth of their
son. When Zachariah served as High Priest during the
High Sabbath, he was stricken speechless [because of his
unbelief] when he questioned the Angel’s declaration of
John’s birth. That was until he became a prophet after pro-
claiming, in writing, that his son was indeed to be named
“JOHN.” Then his mouth was opened, he called their son
“John” and Zachariah was filled with the Holy Ghost and
prophesied over John and about Jesus, in the same breath.
[To my knowledge, this was the only time an entire family
was filled with the Holy Ghost before the Upper Room.]

As I just re-read his prophecy as recorded in Luke 1:67-
79, the LORD again reminded me how important the
words are that come out of our mouths. Please, stop and
read Luke 1:67 through verse 79. At this point, Zachariah
is still the High Priest of Israel, as the ‘lot had not been
cast’ for another priest to serve as High Priest for the High
Sabbath, not yet a year since the Fall Feast of Yom Kippur.
Therefore, his prophecy over his son, John, is that of the
High Priest and not that of a father. Double WOW! Zach-
ariah, being filled with the Holy Ghost, begins by praising
the Heavenly Father for His goodness and mercy to Israel
by remembering His Holy Covenant. Then, he prophesies
that John is called by the Lord to Israel, to them that sit in
darkness, unto salvation. Next, Zachariah tells his eight-
day old son that he is called, ‘the prophet of the Highest
and that he will face the Lord to prepare His ways. This
aligns with Isaiah 40:3-5 and Malachi 3:1.

Both Jewish teachings and the historian Josephus re-
cords that Zachariah was slain in the middle of the Tem-
ple for not divulging the location of his wife and young
son, John. Jesus lays the blood of this Priest, and all other
martyred Priests, squarely on the shoulders of the Scribes
and Pharisees [Matthew 23:35]. In addition to the death
of Zachariah, the elderly Elisabeth fled to the wilderness
with her young child, John, for their safety when Herod
ordered the assassination of all young children in the re-
gion after Jesus was born. As an orphan, John lived in the
deserts and grew and waxed strong in spirit, “the spirit
and power of Elijah,” until the day of his calling to Israel
[Luke 1:80].

The LORD does not do anything on Earth, especially
concerning His nation or His covenant family, without
telling them first through the words of His Prophets or
by Priests. Just as Zachariah, John, and Jesus, some of the
Priests would also serve as a Prophet. The birth, death,
and resurrection of Jesus were prophesied from the Gar-
den. John’s birth and role [or function] was prophesied.

We know the childhood and life of Jesus. Now we know
more about John and his parents, Zachariah and Elisabeth
and their Aaronic Priesthood heritage, and Johns High
Priest calling. Earlier I referred to Zachariah and John as
if they were the forth and fifth runners of a six man re-
lay team. In comparison, Abraham serving as priest and
prophet (Geneses 20:7; 22:10) is the start off runner by
making covenant with the LORD, followed by Gods cov-
enant with Moses. Moses handed the priest duties to and
anointed Aaron as High Priest. Through Aaron’s blood-
line, the priestly baton was passed to Zachariah; Zachari-
ah passed the High Priest calling to John. Finally, John the
Baptist, called and named by the LORD himself, passed the
baton of the Priesthood and the anointing to the last run-
ner, the anchor of the team chosen to finish the race, Jesus
- the Last - Final - Everlasting - Eternal - High Priest of

I have shared with you several times how I usually do
not know how or when a letter to you will end. This is
no exception. Last night while sharing the thoughts and
intent of this letter with my sweetheart, the LORD told me
what the totality of this letter was. It was so simple - yet so
powerful that just thinking about it now brings my spirit
to be humble before my LORD. Please read the following
with your spiritual eyes.

Zachariah was the last acting High Priest in the Tem-
ple of Israel. John the Baptist was the last bloodline High
Priest (through Zachariah) from Aaron. John was a High
Priest and Prophet just like his father, Zachariah. When
John baptized Jesus, the Aaronic Priesthood and God’s
anointing passed to Jesus because He was of God’s Son, a
pure bloodline, and Jesus became the LORD’s High Priest
and Prophet. Jesus, being God’s son, being sinless, being
righteous in every sense, being the last Anointed High
Priest of Aaron and of the LORD, offered the pure spotless
Lamb (Himself) as the Sin offering for the nation of Israel
and the world, the Sin sacrifice on the altar of the Cross.

The political High Priest illegally crucified Jesus on the
cross. However, the Aaronic High Priest offered the sac-
rificial spotless Lamb on the Altar of the cross before the
LORD, a sin sacrifice for the last time!

The Jews crucified a man.
God’s High Priest sacrificed the Lamb of God.

Your Covenant Brother in Jesus,

-

Phillip Buttram

B _

ZACHARIAH

JOHN

WHAT DID
ABRAHAM,
MOSES,
ARRON,
ZACHARIAH,
JOHN THE BAPTIST,
AND JESUS
HAVE IN COMMON?

Dear Family of our Heavenly Father,

Spring greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.

There are few topics in God’s Word that can be covered
from “A” to “Z” in a short four-page tract or even a larger
four-page letter. In order to give a tract the one-two’ punch,
a short point-by-point, or even a short synopsis should be
given. The following topic touched my spirit so deeply; I
felt that it deserves to be more than just a single slice of
pie. In my humble opinion, this is so profound that every
person that calls themselves a “believer and follower of our
Lord, Jesus Christ,” needs to know and understand what
our Heavenly Father accomplished in the life of His Son.
Moreover, what He accomplished in our lives when we ac-
cepted Jesus as our LORD and Savior deserves a deeper un-
derstanding of His Love for us!

If you are acquainted with me at all from reading our
monthly letters, you know how powerfully, anointed mu-
sic touches my soul. It moves me to worshiping our Cre-
ator, and humbles me before His Throne. There are three
or four songs that are my “go t0” songs when I want to (or
need to) enter into His presence, or when His presence
is on me and I just want to worship Him. The song that
I am writing about today is “Behold, the Lamb of God.”
Now, there are many good versions. We are not looking
at one particular rendition; no, we are looking at the mes-
sage, the depth of the phrase, “Behold, the Lamb of God.”
The Lamb, referring to Jesus, is mentioned throughout the
Bible from Genesis to Revelation. John the Baptist first
spoke this phrase as a statement of his personal spiritual
revelation that Jesus, his cousin, was indeed the Christ -
the Messiah, “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto
him, and saith, ‘Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
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away the sin of the world,” John 1:29.

Later we read that the Apostle John wept in Revelation
chapter 5 because there was no one worthy to open the
Book sealed with seven seals. In addition, in verse 6, John
sees the Lamb, slain but alive, the ‘Lamb of God. Both
times the phrase is so powerful and so full, it can not be
expressed in words spoken by man.

While meditating on John 1:29-42, the LORD began to
deal with me on what really happened when Jesus stepped
into the Jordan River that predestined, preordained day
outside of Jerusalem. The LORD showed me that the bap-
tism of Jesus was much deeper than just the depth of the
water, or even, the significance of John’s Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins by total immersion in water. John was
baptizing for the forgiveness of sins, and yet, Jesus was
sinless. Before the priesthood was established, God would
call a righteous man, or prophet, to offer a sacrifice on an
altar. Under the Torah (or Mosaic) Law, sins were atoned
for by the sacrificial shedding of blood by the acting High
Priest, on the altar, in the Temple. So, by what Law was
John offering forgiveness of sins by water baptism? “And
they [those sent of the Pharisees] asked him [John], and
said unto him, ‘Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not
that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet?” John 1:25.

To understand what happened to [and for] Jesus during
His baptism by John, we need to understand more about
John. John, himself, knew that he was a sinner (the nature
of humankind) and needed to be baptized (forgiven) by
the Son of God. “He it is, who coming after me is pre-
ferred before me, Whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy
to unloose,” John 1:27. To understand John we have to un-
derstand more about his parents and their lineage.
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One thing that I love about the Word of God is also the
one thing I trip over in the Word. First, I love how God
ties things together. Our Lord is the “Master Weaver” of
all things! That is also, what trips me up. To get a fuller
picture, a better understanding of His Word, you have to
dig a little (sometimes a lot) deeper into His Word just
to see how God fits the pieces together. Then, you never
get the entire picture because we see it from man’s per-
spective. John (also called the Tmmerser’ or just ‘the Bap-
tist’) is a case-in-point. To speak of John as just a country
preacher is like the captain of the Titanic saying, “Oh, it is
just a little ice, full steam ahead!”

To set the stage, let me just say that Jesus could not have
set in order the new priesthood, the order of Melchizedek,
if He had not been baptized by John. It was not just the start
of Jesus’ ministry, nor, was it just the end of John’ calling.
It was more than moving from a Jewish apprenticeship of
Jesus’ life to being a priest, prophet, teacher, and healer. It
was the end of the Aaronic priesthood under the Law and
the beginning of the Messianic Judaism, or the Messianic
Law (redemption of sins instead of atonement)! In fact,
John was the only person on Earth that could have ful-
filled the role [fulfilling prophecies] of baptizing Jesus that
day. It was more spiritual than it was physical. It was more
than cousins meeting each other for the first time. It was
the ‘baton of priestly leadership, the mantel of authori-
ty, being handed off from the fifth runner to the waiting,
poised, trained, sixth runner of a six man relay race, the
anchor of the team, all racing to save humanity from Hell.

The real reason for talking about this is for us to see the
Wonder of it All. What our Heavenly Father put in place
before time began, just so we could become His Children.
Our Heavenly Father has already called the nation of Isra-
el as His own; now, He is preparing to make a way for the
rest of humankind to know Him as “Father” - our “Abba,
Daddy”

We all know that Zachariah and Elisabeth were John’s
parents. Zachariah [Zacharias or, Zachary] means “The
Lord has Remembered,” and Elisabeth means “Oath of
God.” Still childless in their old age, there is no doubt both
Zachariah and Elisabeth had prayed for a child and wept
many times over the years. They probably had given up
hope on bearing and raising any children. God’s timetable
is not based upon man’s age, or the condition of his body.

In addition, we know the story of how the angel spoke
to Zachariah concerning John’s birth, and how the an-
gel also spoke to Joseph and Mary, and of her visit to her
cousin Elisabeth. There is no record of the angel speaking
with Elisabeth; yet, she knew to call her son John. Maybe
Zachariah wrote her a note, for sure; he did not talk to her.
However, the question is why did the Lord choose Zach-
ariah and Elisabeth? First, we see that they “were both

righteous before God, walking in all the commandments
and ordinances of the Lord blameless,” Luke 1:6. Second,
he was a priest, a Levite, an Aaronic Priest. During this pe-
riod, men [Annas and Caiaphas] serving in the titled posi-
tion of High Priest were politically appointed. They were
not serving under the commandment of God, but rather
at the beckoning call of the rulers of that day, subjected to
change if the rulers so desired. Plus, these politically ap-
pointed High Priests were not functioning in the Temple
as priests, much less performing the High Priestly duties
[lest they should fall dead by nearing the Holy of Holies].
We are talking about eternity for humanity. The details
are very important. Please note what follows, it is im-
portant. Zachariah was of the division of Abijah [which
means, “My Father is YAH” - “Worshiper of Jehovah™].
Abijam [or Abijah] was the fourth king of the House of
David, son of Rehoboam, grandson of Solomon, and the
Second King of Judah. He was a descendant of Eleazar, the
son of Aaron, a chief of one of the twenty-four orders into
which the priesthood was divided by King David. Aaron
was anointed as High Priest by Moses. “Whew” — that was
the dry part. Therefore, by the time of Jesus, there were
thousands and thousands of priests among the 24 divi-
sions, or orders, of priests. All these priests were expected
to serve during each of the three major festivals, celebra-
tions, but for the rest of the year each section served twice
during the year for one week. Each section could have as
many as one thousand priests. Their duties were deter-
mined by the casting of lots, lottery, or drawing the short
straw as it were, including who would function as the High
Priest each year. The likelihood of a man being chosen
for the duties of High Priest in his lifetime was about as
likely as dropping one hook in the middle of the ocean
and catching “Charlie the Tuna,” much less, catching him
twice. However, a priest could not be chosen twice to be,
or perform the functions of the High Priest, which includ-
ed entering the sanctuary’s Most Holy Place, the Holy of
Holies, and burning incense for the daily sacrifices. This
honor of serving as High Priest occurred only during The
Fall Feast of Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement). “By
Chance” this honor fell to the division of Abijah, out of
the twenty-four divisions, that year, and “By Chance” this
lot (random selection) fell to Zachariah, out of over one
thousand priests, to serve as the functioning High Priest.
The “Chance” of this selection was one in 24,000 priests.
Please note that this is the High Sabbath, the holiest of
all celebrations, “The Day of Atonement,” the celebration
of the future redemption of Israel by the Messiah. WOW!
All, “By Chance!” Think that over a time or two.
To add more brilliantly colored thread to this tapes-
try, let us remember that the High Priest Aaron married
Elisheba [Elisabeth], daughter of Amminadab [Exodus

6:23]. Zachariah’s wife, Elisabeth, was of the daughters of
Aaron. That would have made their first-born son Aar-
onic. Therefore, since we know that they did have a son,
we know that John the Baptist was full-blooded Aaronic,
pure priestly lineage. Do you see what God did here? Just
as Adam was of a pure bloodline, and Jesus was of a pure
bloodline, John was also of the pure priestly bloodline set
up by the LORD through Moses to Aaron. The prophecy
of the Old Testament did not create the need for John, but
foretold of the one who was needed to fulfill the prophe-
¢y, and his name was John! John, a name chosen by God,
delivered by an angel to both Zachariah and Elisabeth,
means, ‘Jehovah has been gracious.” That is, gracious to
the barren couple, gracious to Israel, and gracious to hu-
manity.

Luke reveals to us that God had rejected the man that
Caesar had chosen as High Priest over Israel, and God,
Himself, had chosen Zachariah to be His High Priest, if for
only this one event. The fulfillment of this one prophecy
changed the course of humanity. If this childless priest
was the last true acting High Priest, does that mean that
the Aaronic Priesthood would end when Zachariah died?
Yes, if that was the end of the story, because not long af-
ter this, the Temple was destroyed, thus stopping Temple
sacrifices.

Stop for a minute and think with me, who was it that
gave Jesus a hard time? Who was Jesus most critical of in
His teachings? Who killed the prophets of old? Who did
John call a ‘brood of vipers?” In fact, who crucified Jesus?
The religious leaders of the synagogue! Malachi spoke to a
group of priests with whom God was sorely dissatisfied.
The Lord was equally dissatisfied, if not more so, with the
priests of that day, for Jesus spoke the Words of His Father.
The priesthood had lost its zeal, its passion for the things
of God (much like the Church of today). It is a wonder
that hundreds of years after Malachi, God found even one
man worthy to serve as High Priest for a day. It was a mir-
acle that he was righteous and of the true linage of Aaron,
and that his wife was of the daughters of Aaron. They were
both righteous and pleasing unto the Lord.

If you remember, it was a common practice for a priest
to tie a rope around the foot of the High Priest, or the
functioning High Priest, before he entered the Holy Place
during “The Feast of Atonement. This was done just in
case they needed to drag out the dead body of a priest
that was not ceremony clean before the LORD. Zachariah
was in the Holy Place burning incense before the Veil of
the Holy of Holies when the angel appeared and spoke to
him, and fear fell upon him. Zachariah was told that his
prayers were heard by the LORD, and that Elisabeth would
bear a son, and “thou shalt call his name John. And thou
shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his

birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the LORD, and
shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall
be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s
womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn
to the LORD their God. And he shall go before Him in the
spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the
just; to make ready a people prepared for the LORD,” Luke
1:13-17.

There are several points here. First, the LORD named
John. There are only seven times in the Bible that the
Lord named a child before their birth. All were a result
of prayers, or prophecies: Ishmael [Genesis 16:11], Isaac
[Genesis 17:19], Solomon [1 Chronicles 22:9], Josiah [1
Kings 13:2], Cyrus [Isaiah 45:1-7], John the Baptist [Luke
1:13], and Jesus [Luke 1:30-33]. Names are so important
to our LORD. He also changed names when needed, but
that is a subject for another letter.

Second, there would be much gladness and joy at his
birth. Perhaps it was because Zachariah was the acting
High Priest, or because of Elisabeth’s advanced age, caus-
ing her pregnancy to really hit the local news column. Keep
in mind that she kept her secret for five months. In her
sixth month, the angel told Mary that Elisabeth was preg-
nant and had conceived a son. He did not say a child; the
angel said that she had conceived a son.

The angel also told Zachariah that John would not drink
wine or strong drink. This may have put John in the camp
as a Nazarite. However, it is strong evidence of the com-
mandment from the LORD, “The LORD spake unto Aaron
[the High Priest], saying, Do not drink wine nor strong
drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the
tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a
statute forever throughout your generations,” Leviticus
10:8-9.

Next, Zachariah’s son would be filled with the Holy
Ghost while still in the womb. We know that when Elis-
abeth heard Mary’s voice, the baby leaped in the womb.
Talk about kicking! Ever wonder what that felt like? I do
not even pretend to understand that. Everyone teaches
that this was when John was filled with the Holy Ghost, we
do not know for sure, but it is a good guess. We do know
that is when Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost and
prophesied over Mary. Then, Mary sang a song praising
the LORD and also prophesied.

Finally, the angel said that John was to go before Jesus
“in the spirit and power of Elias.” It is remarkable that the
prophet Malachi tells us [Malachi 4:5-6] that the advent
of the Messiah should be preceded and heralded by Elijah
the prophet; and that Gabriel, four hundred years later,
proclaimed John would come in “the spirit and power of
Elijah.” Jesus indicated in double prophecy, to His apos-



