
    The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth His 
handiwork ... There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not 

heard. Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the 
end of the world. In them hath He set a tabernacle for the Sun, Which is as a 
bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run 

a race.  His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and His circuit unto 
the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. The law of the 
Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, mak-

ing wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the 
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes,”         		        Psalm 19:1-8. 
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    Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ;
    This letter comes to you with the Joy of our LORD in my heart, but with heaviness in my spirit. My LORD 
has been dealing with me for months on something. And now, I am released to write to you concerning it. 
This issue is not new, but, rather, it can be traced through the New Testament, the Old Testament, and back 
to the first writings of man. It has been addressed by Moses, God’s Judges, His Kings and prophets, Je-
sus Himself, His Apostles, and in the Epistles. The devil is still using his lies, deceit, partial truths, and false 
teachings to lead many, if not most, of the Christians in today’s Holy Body of Jesus, around in such a man-
ner that they are either not walking victoriously, or worse yet, they are accepting living in submission to him, 
or have even accepted defeat. Today, let’s look at two of the issues defeating the ‘church.’ First, we see the 
absence of True Joy in the lives of Christians.
    “The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him, and I am helped: therefore my 
heart greatly rejoices; and with my song will I praise Him [forever],” Psalm 28:7. We have the privilege, 
the blessing, the obligation, NO; we have been commanded to walk in the Joy of our LORD. “Then he [Ne-
hemiah] said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them 
for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is Holy unto our LORD: neither be ye sorry; for the Joy of 
the LORD is your strength,” Nehemiah 8:10. Being very truthful with you, I do not walk around every day 
beaming with the Joy of the LORD bursting from my very being, my every word, and every action. No. My 
outward appearance may appear as if I am very serious and even subdued. His Joy is there, it just may be 
on the ‘back burner’ for a time. However, when I stop, or am stopped by the Holy Spirit, and think about my 
position in my LORD, my Blessings in Him. My spirit lifts to the level of Joy unspeakable. “That the trial of 
your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perishes, though it be tried with fire, might be 
found unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: Whom having not seen, ye 
love; in Whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with JOY unspeakable and full 
of Glory: Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls,” 1 Peter 1:7-9. This is the 
Joy that does not come from man or from earthly possessions. It does not come from a higher education or 
opportunity. It doesn’t come because of a trial, because you are walking in the fire, or even because you are 
in victory. It comes from deep inside and only from the LORD. Because it comes from our LORD, it can come 
to us while we are in the middle of the storm, walking through fire, and on the mountain top. This Joy comes 
when we walk IN fellowship with Him, and not because we have fallen or are facing hard times. It comes 
from spending time WITH Him, not just praying TO Him, but spending time IN Him, IN His praise, and IN the 
presence of your COVENANT FRIEND, your Heavenly Father!
    The second issue that my LORD has been talking to me about has been overlooked because it is so sim-
ple. If you look at the ‘church,’ or in your church, I’m sure that you will see very little difference between the 
church members and your neighbors next door. All of us live in the same world, with the same problems, i.e., 
family, sickness, money, sex, drugs, divorce, hatred, jealousy, envy, abortion, death, destruction, theft, tax-

Favorite BIBLE Stories
We are pleased and blessed to bring to you the 
newest creation from Mary and Daniel Currier. 
This little 20 page coloring book is light and will fit 
into an envelope and be mailed first class. Per-
fect to send to a ‘little’ friend with a note of love, 
or ‘get well’ wishes. These are on our shelves and 
ready to ship (please include $0.50 plus postage 
for each coloring book).

 GOSPEL TRACTS TO THE PRISONS
This is my 180,000 miles, 17 year old truck, load-
ed with a skid containing tens of thousands of 
‘Gospel Postcards’ that I drove over 300 miles 
to deliver to a dear Brother in the Lord who has 
a national prison ministry. These ‘Gospel Post-
cards’ have been on our shelves too long and 
needed to be out in the Harvest Field working 
for our Lord. It was our blessing to deliver these 
‘Gospel Seeds’ free of charge to this home mis-
sion field office. Our prayer is that each card car-
ries the anointing and voice of the Holy Spirit of 
our Heavenly Father to a hungry – hurting heart.

flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk … not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. For they that are after the flesh 
do mind the things of the flesh; but … they that 
are after the Spirit [mind] the things of the Spirit. 
For to be carnally minded is death; but … to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the 
carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
So then they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God,” Romans 8:1-8.
    It seems that many of the family members have 
been brow beaten over the head to believe that; [1] if 
they are not walking on the mountain top, then they 
must have sin in their life; [2] if they have ever sinned, 
then they won’t enter Heaven; and, [3] worse than 
that, is the false teaching that you can live your life the 
way you want to, as you will not be held accountable 
for your sins because we are living under GRACE. 
Both are bad teaching. If you fail [sin] and truthfully, 
who never falls short, how long does it take to get 
back into righteousness? “FATHER, FORGIVE ME!” 
Done, “FORGIVEN,” case closed! When you 
fall, you shouldn’t wait two seconds to ask forgive-
ness of the LORD, or, of man. The longer you wait, the 
harder it becomes. The sooner you ask your Father 
for forgiveness, the sooner you can walk close to Him 
again. If you think that you can do anything and not 
be held accountable because we are in the period of 
Grace, please think on this, “But the fearful, and 
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brim-stone: which is the 
second death,” Revelation 21:8. “Beware lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy and vain de-
ceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments 
of the world, and not after Christ,” Colossians 2:8.
    In this new year, as the world tries to tear down the 
standards of God’s Law and Holiness, let us renew 
our personal stand for Jesus and strive to walk more  
deeply in the Righteousness of our Father, sure of 
our salvation, basking daily in His Joy, and the full-
ness of His Blessing. “These things have I written 
unto you that believe on the name of the Son of 
God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, 
and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of 
God,” 1 John 5:13. “For the kingdom of God is not 
meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, 
and JOY in the Holy Ghost,” Romans 14:17.
    Your Brother in Christ Jesus;
 

    Phillip Buttram


