raised his tear stained eyes and replied, “Because, this is
Holy Ground!” The preacher went ahead and prayed and
the man was healed.

It wasn't that the preacher had preached a good mes-
sage, but I guess he did. It wasn’t because there were many
people praying, although there were. It wasn't because the
room was full of Christians. It was because the Shekinah
Glory of God was there. Shekinah is a form of a Hebrew
word that literally means “He caused to dwell” signifying
that it was a divine visitation of the presence or dwelling
of YAHWEH (LORD, JEHOVAH), God on this Earth.

This Glory was on the mountain top with Moses and
in the cloud in front of the Israelites. It was in the fire
that came down from heaven consuming the offering
of Elijah, it was in the cloud that covered the tent of the
congregation, it dwelt in the Ark of the Covenant, it was
upon Azariah, Saul, Samson, and all the mighty men and
women of God.

Yet with all of the power of His Glory, he comes to you
and me in that still, small, whispering voice of a Loving
Father. Why did Moses take his shoes off and hit the
ground with his face, out of fear? Oh, no doubt there was
some fear there, and I am sure a lot of surprise. I guar-
antee you that he shed his sandals quicker than a shake
of a lamb’s tail. He was raised by a godly mother. He was
not a practicing Jew. He had been in a position of great
power. Yet, he had sinned and was on the lam’ He had
been on the run for forty years. He was not close to God,
but he knew who God was. Therefore, he knew that he
was not worthy to look upon God. He respected God and
obeyed. After all, he could have just backed up to unholy
ground, or he could have turned around and gone back to
his flock. But he didn’t. Why? You may think that is a silly
question. If so, please answer this, why do people refuse to
go to church today? Why is a belief in Jehovah or Yeshua
so politically incorrect? Why do people see the wonder of
their new born baby in their arms and refuse to acknowl-
edge the Creator? Or worst yet, why do people kill unborn
(and newly born babies)? Bringing it on home to where
we live, why do Christians [those professing a belief in
Jesus Christ] have abortions, affairs, lie, steal, and other-
wise, live a sinful life - just like the world around us? This
is not a criticism, just an observation.

The answer to these questions is the point that the Holy
Spirit wanted to make to me when He caused the Scrip-
ture of the ‘Burning Bush’ to jump out as I read. For this
writing, it comes down to one simple word - “Respect!”

Moses respected the LORD enough to — STOP - take off
his sandals - take a position of humility - and listen to the
voice of the LORD. Many people know and love the LORD;
however, they do not respect Him, or His Word, enough
to follow and obey His Voice or His Word.

Please stop and re-read the last two paragraphs again.

We wonder why our life seems like the life of an Alas-
kan King Salmon that is fighting just to swim upstream
— against the fast forceful flow of ice cold water. At least,
the salmon respects nature enough to fight the raging
currents to reach its final destination, before it dies. We
(the Church) do not respect God’s Word enough - to read
it — much less - to keep it!

I would like to share a personal story with you. This is a
personal story of my LORD and me, and has been shared
with only a couple of our closest of friends. This story is
being shared with you today for one reason only, because
the Spirit of God is leading me to share it with you. The

message that God wants you to receive from this event is
between Him and You. However, I think that He wants

to show you that our LORD knows you. He knows your
name. He knows what you are going through and more
than that, He wants to be close to you, IE, you will let Him
and draw closer to Him, as Moses did.

He has a plan for your life. He has a plan for you. Moses’
life, his mission, was changed after the ‘Burning Bush.
Moses changed. God did not. It was Moses’ choice. He
had plenty of excuses why he could not perform in the
role that the LORD had called him to. God did not change;
He provided help, guidance, and counsel for Moses to
carry out that task of following the Will of God. God will
do the same for you!

Many days, either early in the morning or when I need
to be alone with my Father, I will close my office door and
pray. We have an ‘open door’ policy here. Any time there
is a question or problem, my door is always open. If I am
writing the door is half closed to minimize the distrac-
tions of traffic up and down the hall; however, the door is
still open. If the door is closed, then, I prefer to close out
all distractions and interruptions. During prayer you may
find me walking around our conference table or on my
face before the LORD. One morning while praying around
the table, as I came around the southwest corner of the
table, the Holy Spirit whispered in my ear two words,
“Holy Ground!” Wow, I stopped in my tracks, speechless.
I couldn’t move, “Holy Ground?” “LORD, you mean that
THIS, is Holy Ground?” 1 just stood there for a few sec-
onds, which seemed like hours, as my mind processed the
message. There was no fire or smoke, just the still presence
of my LORD, which I have become accustomed to being
around. My eyes began to tear up; I quickly stepped away
from the table and took my boots off. [Yes, I have been
wearing western style boots ever since I was in the mili-
tary.]

With a renewed sense of closeness with my Father, I
continued in prayer walking around the table. This may
seem a little trite to you; however, to me it was a request
from my LORD to respect Him and His presence as He
respected my time in prayer with Him.

Many say that if a person “fears” the LORD then he
will follow Him. Not so. People will follow [obey] the
LORD only when they choose to follow Him. Have you
ever heard people say they weren’t good enough for God,
or that they weren't ready to turn over a new leaf, but
someday, before they die, they will get close to Jesus? If
you respect someone, you will honor them. If you respect
the police officer, you will not run the red light. If there
is no respect, you may fear getting a ticket from the ‘cop’
because you ran the light or broke the speed limit, but fear
didn’t stop you from breaking the law.

Today’s church [in my humble opinion] does not
respect God, His Word, His Son, or His Holy Spirit! That
is another way of saying, “There is sin in the Camp [of
God]” What sin will you find in the camp? Self-indul-
gence, disobedience, laziness, omission, false teaching,
lust, man’s will, greed, or just the sin of not seeking and
respecting the Creator of the Universe

- JEHOVAH - the ] AM THAT I AM!

Today - Who will you respect?

Your Covenant Brother in Jesus Christ,

ity Lot

Phillip Buttram

“The angel of the LORD appeared unto Moses in a
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush ...

God called unto him out of
the midst of the bush ...
“Moses, Moses.”
Moses said,

“Here am L,”
Exodus 3:2-4.

“The angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush ... he looked, and, behold, the
bush burned with fire, and ... was not consumed ... Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the
bush is not burnt ... when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush ...
Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I ... Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon
thou standest is holy ground ... I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob
... Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God,” Exodus 3:2-6.

Dear Covenant Partner in Jesus;

How many times have you been reading God’s Word
when suddenly a verse of scripture pops out at you like it
was just written and you have never seen it before, even
though you may have read it many times? That happens
to me all of the time. The first few times that it happened
[years ago], I thought that I was just reading too fast and
was not really paying attention. Then, I realized that it
was the Holy Spirit throwing me a ‘slow ball,’ giving me a
chance to hit it. Meaning, He wanted to get my attention
and make a point about my Heavenly Father’s Word.

It happened again a few weeks ago while reading about
the ‘Burning Bush. The number of sermons preached
concerning the ‘Burning Bush’ is probably a close second
or third to that of the grave stone being rolled away in
the garden. However, that was not the point that the Holy
Spirit wanted to make to me. For sure it was not the fact
that the LORD was in the flame of the fire as that was com-
mon during the Old Testament. The LORD would often
be in ‘smoke’ or fire’. Nor was it the fact that the fire was
not consuming the bush. The non-consuming fire was the
one thing that gained the attention of Moses. Truthfully,

I do not think that it was a common sight to see anything
burning while in the desert, bush or tree. Anything burn-
ing would have drawn my attention, at least to make a
mental note saying, “Oh - look, there is a bush on fire” If 1
were herding my sheep, I would make sure that the sheep
did not go over to check it out; lest we have BBQ lamb
chops for lunch.

In my mind’s eye, I can see Moses stopping, looking, and
turning to watch the fire from afar. The scripture does not
say that Moses approached the bush. However, I rather
think that at first sight he was some distance from the
bush as he drove the sheep, or, as they were pastured.

God is subtle enough to get our attention; however, at
some point, we must turn, or come, to Him. Then, Moses
did approach the bush out of curiosity because it was not
being consumed. It wasn't about to catch a forest on fire
or cause a prairie fire, so he wasn’t running to extinguish
the fire. The LORD didn’t speak to Moses until He had his
attention, and [I think] until he was close to the bush.
God stopped him before he got too close. Then the LORD

called his name. God didn’t just start talking to a guy on a
mountain side; He called him by his name. Now, God has
the attention of Moses, and now Moses is close enough to
have a personal conversation with God [not the thunder-
ing sounds from the top of the mountain]. God stopped
him in his tracks so that the unrighteous man does not die
by walking into the powerful ‘Glory Zone’ of our LORD.
Why call Moses over to the ‘Burning Bush’ just to watch
him walk, unknowingly, too close and into death.

Now, bear in mind where the ‘Burning Bush, Moses,
and the sheep are located. “Moses led Jethro’s, his father-
in-law, flock to the backside of the desert, and came to
the mountain of God, even to Horeb,” Exodus 3:1. Many
scholars call this mountain of God by names other than
Horeb; Gabal Musa, Agar, mount Paran, Mount Moriah,
and Mount Sinai, located on the Sinai Peninsula of Egypt.
The exact mount and its location have been argued for
centuries. We see Mount Horeb mentioned later in chap-
ter 19 as the children of Israel came out of the land of
Egypt, in chapter 33 when the Israelites sin and the LORD
commanded the ‘stiff-necked people’ to leave the mount
[out of His sight] so that they will not be consumed by
their unrighteousness. The mount is referred to many
times in the Old Testament associated with the Ten Com-
mandments and the 40 year ‘desert tour’ It is still referred
to as God’s Mountain today and is holy to several other
beliefs. Many believe that it is the location of both the sac-
rifices, that of Isaac and Jesus, and at very least, the same
range of mountains.

However, that is not the point. The point is that the
LORD was there. The presence of the LORD is what made
the ground “Holy.” Holy simply means to be “set apart,
unique, and/or pure.” So, wherever God is, His presence
makes that location Holy. The fact that God was there
made the bush and the ground close to it - HOLY.

Several years ago, I listened to a young evangelist relate
what had occurred several times when he was praying for
the sick after his sermons. He said that he kept noticing
that some of the sick people would come up for prayer in
their stocking feet, without wearing shoes. One evening
he asked an older gentleman before he prayed for him,
“Why aren’t you wearing your shoes?” He said the man
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