a clear revelation of Jesus Christ as the Messiah. But
these two days can (and should) be separated into
two different events if you slowly and carefully read
and study His Word. The first Day of Christ was the
crucifixion of Jesus. There too, we see that there was
the darkness of death for three days before there was
the eternal light of His resurrection to life. The Bible
paints a very clear picture of the second Day of Christ
which is part of the longer event of the Day of the
LORD, which includes the Great Tribulation. God’s
tamily is living in this dark world just before the light
of Jesus takes us home. At the end of the darkness of
the Great Tribulation comes the light of the New Je-
rusalem. Again, the pending Day of the LORD is more
than just one event, one 24-hour day, or one week
[Daniel’s 70th week], it includes ALL of the end time
prophecies. Now, I am not trying to cover all of the
details that occur during of God’s Grace period.

The Apostle Paul had the revelation of Jesus in faith
for the new Church of believers. He penned more
about the Day of Christ than any other New Testa-
ment writer. Paul called the Day of Christ our ‘Bless-
ed Hope, “Looking for that Blessed Hope, and the
Glorious Appearing of the great God and our Savior
Jesus Christ,” Titus 2:13. In the following verses, no-
tice that Paul refers to this event with several terms,
all meaning the same event: “Who [Jesus] shall also
confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 1 Corinthians
1:8; “Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for
the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed
by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of
what sort it is,” (3:13); “To deliver such an one unto
satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spir-
it may be saved in the_day of the Lord Jesus,” (5:5);
“That ye may approve things that are excellent; that
ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of
Christ,” Philippians 1:10; (2:16); “The LORD grant
unto him that he may find mercy of the LORD in that
day: and in how many things he ministered unto me
at Ephesus ... ,” 2 Timothy 1:8; (4:8)

Therefore, the end of time will be when in the last
days that the Day of the Christ and the Day of the
LORD will come. It will be sudden and without no-
tice. We have been forewarned by His Word and we
have been given a way of escape by the blood of Jesus.
There will be great darkness before there will be great
light. We are living in the darkness before the light
(for us) of the Day of Christ. There is darkness in the
Great Tribulation before the light of the new Heaven
and New Earth. These two events are often grouped
into the single phrase, “The Day of the LORD!” Some
want to argue that the Day of Christ is pre-trib, some

say it is mid-trib, and some say ‘post-trib. In con-
trast to the heavy darkness Day of the LORD, the
Day of Christ is a day of LIGHT, ANTICIPATION,
BLESSING, JOY, JUBILATION, CELEBRATION,
REWARD, COMFORT, PEACE, LOVE, and RE-
WARD. It is a time that we are to uphold and en-
courage each other with a warm and merry heart.
A time of great light. A time of no tears, no fret, no
worry, no pain, and no regrets. It is a time of being
reunited with our loved ones, our Christian family,
and with Jesus and our LORD!

It is not a day of wrath for His Children. NO! “And
to wait for His Son from Heaven, whom He raised
from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from
the wrath to come,” 1 Thessalonian 1:10; “For God
hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain sal-
vation by our Lord Jesus Christ,” (5:9).

The Day of Christ is when the LORD God of the
universe tells Jesus, “Son, bring My Children
Home!” After that Great Day of Light for us, comes
the greatest day of darkness the world has ever seen,
judgment for rejection of the Holy Spirit and for
sin; “The Sun shall be turned into darkness, and
the moon into blood, before the great and the terri-
ble Day of the LORD come,” Joel 2:31.

WOW! Even so Lord Jesus, come quickly!!!

Your Watching, Waiting Covenant Brother in

Jesus Christ,

Phillip Buttram

THE MIDNIGHT CRY
I hear the sound of a mighty rushing wind, And
it’s closer now than its ever been. I can almost hear
the trumpet as Gabriel sounds the call, at the mid-
night cry we’ll be going home.

When Jesus steps out on a cloud and calls God’s
children the dead in Christ shall rise to meet him
in the air, and then those that remain will be
quickly changed, at the midnight cry when Jesus
comes again.

I look around me and the prophecies fulfilling and
signs of the times their appearing everywhere, I can
almost hear the Father as He says “Son go get my
children!”

At the midnight cry the Bride of Christ shall rise,
when Jesus steps out on a cloud and calls God’s
Children, the dead in Christ shall rise to meet
Him in the air, and then those that remain will be
quickly changed, at the midnight cry
When Jesus comes again we’ll be Going home!

e A

THE KING IS COMING TO AMERICA!

A reliable source has been quoted as saying, “Preparations have been made for the Kings trip [to America]!” A close
aide, advocate, and spokesperson for the King disclosed in a written statement that the exact date for His arrival has
not been announced at this time. However, the reliable source, and other corroborating sources, has stated that the
King’s arrival is imminent and will occur without any additional statements from His Royal Majesty, although, many
believe that there will be a last-minute notice given. Many of His followers, who are anticipating His visit, are said to
be eagerly watching and waiting, while others do not expect His visit anytime soon. In addition, our sources stated that
there will be much fanfare for His arrival, including all of the honors, pageantry, power, and accompanying entourage
of traveling Royalty. While many wait for His visit, many others are aware of the King’s potential soon coming, but
disregard the written statements as old news’ and are neither looking for His arrival, nor preparing for His visitation.
His Royal Press has stated that this pending visit will be the start of a much greater and broader plan that has already
been broadcasted. Several sources hint that His visitation will be at night. He will travel from East to West and many
will be invited to travel with Him [on His return trip home], provided they meet His Royal standards. Unoflicial reports
indicate that the King is seeking support to unite the nations into a one-world economic and political system. More
Breaking News as it becomes available.

Greg and Chuck Da
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(Available in tract form)

Jesus to the Earth, the Great Tribulation, and the New
Jerusalem that is easy to get lost in the fog of pri-

vate interpretations. Everyone has their opinion and
many feel that they are 110% correct on all matters.
In that vein, people will argue, fuss, and fight over
how correct they are with their understanding and
knowledge of the end time and just how wrong oth-
ers are because they do not see it their way. So much
so, that this dogmatic unbending attitude has driven
men to turn their beliefs into their teachings and have
even formed doctrines, built a following [sometimes
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Dear Family of the Most High LORD,

In an effort to make a point, the above statement
is a little play on words. It is biblically correct;
however, it is a weak presentation of the Truth of
the much stronger and pointed Word of God. We
do not often talk about the ‘End Times’ or the pro-
phetic climax of this Earth, other than to say that
Jesus is coming soon, which He is. There are so
many different views, interpretations, and hard
teachings of God’s Word concerning the end of the
age, the catching away of the Church, the return of
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a cult], misled the easy prey and the naive, some have
died in their erroneous beliefs concerning the return
of Jesus, and have led other to their deaths by suicide
pact in an attempt to meet the Savior of the world on
their timetable, not the LORD’s. All of this confusion
of God’s Word is of the devil, as he tries to distort the
truth and meaning of the Word of God and deceive
anyone willing to listen to his lies.

However, we do believe that Jesus is coming again
and have a few Gospel Tracts on the subject, but ve-
hemently steer away from stating a time, season, and
exact manner of every detail of how God will fulfill
His prophecies at the close of this age. Yes, there are
signs and wonders that point to the nearness of the
return of Jesus Christ, and it is soon. In fact, most (if
not all) of the Biblical prophetic warning signs have
been already fulfilled. That being said, the LORD has
laid it upon my spirit to talk about the soon return
of His Son, Jesus Christ, both for the catching away
of His Children, the Day of Christ, and the Day of
the LORD. There are so many Scriptures in the Old
and New Testaments that address the ‘end-times’ that
we must stop and realize how important it is to our
Father for us to know the signs and seasons of the
first and second visits of Jesus to the Earth, plus the
catching away of His Body, the Church, the believers,
the saved, and the redeemed. The overall theme of
the Bible is God dealing with the Jewish people, the
nation of Israel, and His redeemed. This includes why
and when Jesus came to Earth the first time and why
and when He will come to Earth the second time.

One of the most confusing issues with the Word of
God, much less prophecy, is that the Bible is not only
a book containing history, teaching, theology, doc-
trine, poems, prophecy, (etc.), but it is a book of God’s
Love for His people. It is written in the Hebrew and
Greek languages, plus, many of the Hebrew and Greek
words have different meanings depending upon how
they are used. They are made more confusing when
they are translated into another language(s) with
word meanings that change from time to time. That
is why a single verse must not be used by itself to
form a conclusion on a subject, much less the entire
picture. The Bible must be viewed as a single unit,
complete, in and of itself, for interpretation and we
must seek its understanding from the Holy Spirit; es-
pecially when studying prophecy. We will not see and
understand the truth of the entire picture until we are
in Heaven looking at the events of the past, and then,
we will not care.

Each book of the Bible has, no doubt, Scripture(s)
that are used as a favorite, with much of the rest of
the book living in more obscurity. [Yes, living, the

Word of God is alive and not dead.] The book of Joel,
the second of the twelve minor prophetic books, is
much like that. This is not a dissertation on the small
- short prophetic writings of Joel; however, Joel is
packed and is noteworthy of our attention. Some of
our favorite verses from Joel are: “I will restore to
you the years that the locust hath eaten, the canker-
worm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm ...,”
(2:25); “Fear not ... be glad and rejoice: for the LORD
will do great things,” (2:21); “It shall come to pass
afterward, that I will pour out My spirit upon all
flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall proph-
esy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young
men shall see visions,” (2:28); “ ... let the weak say, I
am strong,” (3:10); “Tell ye your children ... let your
children tell their children, and their children anoth-
er generation,” (1:3); “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion,
and sound an alarm in My holy mountain: let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble: for the Day of the
LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand,” (2:1).

However, Joel addresses issues concerning Israel’s
past and future that parallels our world today, includ-
ing the good ol’ U.S. of A. We read in Joel, as is typ-
ical of God and His Word, that God warns, or gives
advance notice, and gives reason before there is judg-
ment for sin; God will provide a way of escape; God
will hear a repentant heart; God will bless His faithful
followers, and He is True (with a capital “T”) to His
Word! Therefore, we can trust Him and take Him at
His Word. There is an old saying, “If you keep doing
what you have done, you’ll get what you've got!” We
can trust God’s Word, if for no other reason than to
look at what He said, and what He did; He did what
He said He would do!

Back to Joel, we see that Israel’s sins led to Israel’s
disaster and in their disaster and their cries, God’s
Mercy creates Hope. These past events become an
image of their future. Very little is known about Joel.
He was very familiar with the Scriptures as he quotes
from Amos, Isaiah, Malachi, Ezekiel, Nahum, Oba-
diah, and Zephaniah in this short book. At the be-
ginning, Joel wrote of the past DAY OF THE LORD
when the swarm of locusts came against Egypt and
then against Israel, “That which the palmerworm
hath left hath the locust eaten; and that which the
locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that
which the cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller
eaten,” (1:4). “[Moses told Pharaoh to] Let My people
go, that they may serve Me. Else, if thou refuse to
let My people go, behold, tomorrow will I bring the
locusts into thy coast: And they shall cover the face
of the Earth,” Exodus 10:3b,4,5a. The Israelites had
left the Law of the LORD and taken up with the gods

of Egypt, but cried unto God after they were enslaved
under Egypt’s heavy-handed rule. God hearing their
cries brought a day of judgment upon Egypt for their
cruelty and evil worship of other gods, thus freeing
the Israelites.

After this reminder of the past Day of the LORD
upon Egypt, and God’s intervention for the Israelites,
Joel calls the Israelites to put down the wine, repent,
and stop their sinning ways for a new Day of the
LORD was going to come upon them. He pleaded with
them to sanctify a fast, call the elders and people to
cry before the LORD in humbleness, submission, and
pray again for God’s intervention from the destruc-
tion that was coming upon them, as a nation. Joel, as
well as other prophets in the same situation, took up
the role [position] of priest for the people when he
humbled himself before the LORD, confessed, and re-
pented for (1) his sins, (2) the sins of this nation, and
(3) the sins of his fathers and ancestors.

Then Joel changes hats from a historian and priest,
to that of a prophet by warning of an imminent plague
that was to come upon Jerusalem (the city not the
nation of Israel). So great a destruction and judgment
that he again calls it the [future] Day of the LORD,
and asked “Who can endure it?” (2:11). Joel prophe-
sies (2:12-13) and pleads to blow the trumpet of warn-
ing, sanctify a fast, call the tribe together, pray and
weep before the LORD to “spare Your people. Then the
LORD will hear, answer, and restore,” (2:15-19).

In these instances, the phrase Day of the LORD is
used as a day of judgment for sin, which will result
in destruction if there is no repentance. This future
time of judgment is also called in the Old Testament
‘Day of Visitation, ‘Day of Wrath, ‘Day of Trouble,
and Daniel alone calls it; ‘Time of the End, ‘The Ap-
pointed Time, ‘The End, ‘Time of Trouble, (chapter
11). That day is a Day of Wrath, a Day of Trouble and
Distress, a Day of Wasteness and Desolation, a Day
of Darkness and Gloominess, a Day of Clouds and
Thick Darkness, as found in Zephaniah 1:15 [also
Psalm 50:15, Isaiah 10:3, Daniel 9:27, 11:31, Joel 2:2,
Matthew 24:15, and Revelation 6:17] Have you ever
been in a place that was TOTALLY DARK, void of
all light and sound? In Total Darkness it is easy to be
lost, dizzy, or become disoriented. Add to that phys-
ical darkness an oppressive [evil] spirit and you have
Thick Darkness, which is more than the absences of
light or sound, it is a spiritual heaviness that you can
feel physically and spiritually. There is NOTHING
joytul, pleasant, exciting, or enticing about the Day
of the LORD; it is a day (a period of time) of judgment
for sin; sin of a person, sin of a city, sin of a tribe or
family, sin of a nation, or the sin of the world. Itis a

very - very dark day, a day of terror, a day of pain and
suffering, a day of sin’s judgment, and a day of death,
death to sin and sinners (physical and/or spiritual)
that do not turn to the LORD for their salvation/re-
demption.

SIDEBAR - Remember that the Jewish day begins
at sundown and ends at the following sundown.

The evening and the morning were the first day ...
the evening and the morning were the second day

... the evening and the morning were the third day

... the forth day ... the fifth day ... the evening and
the morning were the sixth day ... He rested on the
seventh day.” Genesis 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31; 2:2. God
rested at evening, the beginning of the seventh day

- “and it was [very - very] good.” Very important
point here: the day of creation started with darkness,
then came the light on the first day and every day that
followed. Darkness always comes before the light. The
darkness of trials, persecutions, diseases, droughts,
and sins come before the light of deliverance, healing,
faith, and salvation. A fetus is born from darkness

of the womb to a baby in the light of life. It is always
darkest before dawn of light. As you know, I am not
much of an outdoor camper; I love nature and the
outdoors, I just haven’t camped out much; however,
those times that I have been up before dawn, wheth-
er | had camped out, went to work out on the farm,
or was up for an early flight at ‘O dark 30, I have
always wondered why and how it can be DARKER
just before the sun’s light breaks the morning sky. It
is, but it makes no sense to me, I mean, the stars do
not stop shinning, the moon does not take cover, and
they are as bright one hour before sunrise as they are
at midnight, and yet the sky grows darker just before
the light of sunrise. There is the bright night sky, then
darkness, and then the beautiful sunrise that fills the
eastern sky with new life with light. It is a God thing!
The Day of the LORD (past and future) has dark-

ness before it has light. Egypt had plagues and death
(darkness) before the Israelites had freedom (light).
Just as the Day of the LORD for Egypt was filled with
darkness for many days and plagues, the freedom light
for Israel came swiftly with the destruction of Pha-
raoh and his army. The darkness of wandering in the
wilderness took many years before Israel reached the
light of the Promised Land.

Let us take a break from Joel to talk about the Day
of Christ, an event that has gotten lost in the theolo-
gy of words and of languages. The Day of the Christ
must not be confused with the Day of LORD. In the
Old Testament, some verses combine the events of
the Day of the Christ and the Day of LORD as one
event, it is also called ‘that day, since there was not




