
“‘Yet now be strong’ … saith the LORD … ‘be strong … all ye people of 
the land,’ saith the LORD, ‘and work: for I am with you,’ saith the LORD of 
hosts: ‘According to the Word that I covenanted with you’ … ‘so My Spirit 

remaineth among you: fear ye not’ … saith the LORD of hosts; ‘Yet once, it is 
a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and 

the dry land; And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall 
come: and I will fill this house with glory,’ saith the LORD of hosts,” Haggai 2:4-7.

Dear Covenant Family,
Greetings in the precious, cherished, incomparable, 

eternal, powerful, and redeeming Name of Yeshua, Jesus 
Christ, our Messiah, our Lord and Savior, the only name 
that makes demons tremble, that will make every knee 
bow, that saves the lost, sets the captive free, heals the 
sick, and is the Light of the world. You may have noticed 
that our monthly letters are not written to you as if you 
were a stranger. No, you are not a stranger, you are my 
Covenant Friend, my brothers and sisters in Jesus, and 
my family in the LORD. Therefore, I write to you as if 
we are talking together while sitting here in my office, 
in love, and in the presence of our Heavenly Father. I 
feel that our every conversation should have Jesus in 
it, somewhere. Every month I seek the LORD in prayer 
and scripture readings for His thoughts and words for 
our letters (our talks). At times, He gives me words that 
uplift and inspire, at other times He gives me words that I 
would rather not write, but I do write them in obedience 
to His Calling. In being obedient to His Voice, He teach-
es me as He opens and reveals His Word. And I know 
that at the same time He is also talking to His Family, my 
Covenant Friends. To God be all of the Glory!

The past few years have seen more troubles and trials 
for this nation, in fact, for the world, than ever before as 
people turn their back on God. Our society is more di-
vided on more issues with more opinions, some of truth 
– some of lies. We have seen the left against the right, the 
young against the old, one race against another race, one 
gender against the other gender (and yes, there are still 
only two), one church against another church, and even 
family member against family member. Such discord, 
strife, unhappiness, and hatred stored up within the souls 
of men comes from one, and only one, source – the devil.

As we are in combat against our common spiritual 
enemy, consider the Army’s Combat Military Chaplain’s 
role. A few of their duties are to: provide combat stress 
support; accompany soldiers into combat; counsel service 
members and their families; and I might add, encour-
age fellow soldiers with the Good News of Jesus Christ! 
Consider this your Heavenly Combat Military (Spiritual) 

you, but the victory is yours because God is your shield.
“The LORD will not leave him in his hand, nor condemn 

him when he is judged,” (v 33). There is no condemnation 
in Christ Jesus, conviction – yes, condemnation – no. 

“Wait on the LORD, and keep His Way, and He shall 
exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off, 
thou shalt see it,” (v 34). There is no glory when a person 
lifts themselves up above others, but there is great satisfac-
tion when the LORD validates your walk with Him, bring-
ing Him Glory and Honor through your testimony of His 
Grace. He will lift you up, He will bring you honor, which, 
in turn, is His Honor that we return to Him.

“I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading 
himself like a green bay tree. Yet he passed away, and, lo, 
he was not: yea, I sought him, but he could not be found,” 
(v 35-36). Evilness brings no glory to the LORD. Evil leaves 
and is not missed by the righteous.

“Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the 
end of that man is peace,” (v 37). Though the walk of a 
good, upright, and righteous man may be hard at times, 
there is (1) peace in the soul during life; (2) peace remains 
in the shadow of his passing; (3) and peace in the eternal 
life. The legacy of the righteous will not fade away with 
time. The legacy of the evil brings distaste and disgrace.

“But the transgressors shall be destroyed together: the 
end of the wicked shall be cut off,” (v 38). The sinful and 
evil person will not (can not) have true peace in this world 
and will have pain forever after passing. There are no valid 
excuses for not walking with the LORD when standing in 
front of the Judgment Seat of Christ.

“But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: He 
is their strength in the time of trouble,” (v 39). The LORD 
is our saving Grace in this world. He will never leave us 
when we are faced with rocks blocking our path, when we 
are under attack of flaming arrows of hate and discord, or 
taken to our knees by sorrow or sickness. No, our Heavenly 
Father stands beside us as we face the daily battles of life. 
He is the strength in our bones, and the foundation of our 
faith. He is that Friend who forever Loves and Cares.

“And the LORD shall help them, and deliver them: He 
shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, be-
cause they trust in Him,” (v 40). What a wonderful con-
firmation of His Love for us as the LORD ends this 37th 
Psalm with His reassurance of protection and love when 
we face the onslaught of attacks that come from the flesh of 
men or from the spiritual enemy. We can have His Blessed 
Peace. We can walk in His Power. We can live under His 
Anointing. We can walk Healed. We are Blessed.

As they say, in closing, allow me to emphasize the im-
portance of our walking closer with our Heavenly Father 
in these stressful times. Family, God’s Word is real, it is 
powerful, it is uplifting, it is encouraging, and it is His Love 

towards us. There is a song, we all know it, which states: 
“Life is worth the living just because He lives!” Jesus, 
Jesus, Jesus - just thinking about the Godhead should 
humble us to our knees in prayer, worship, and thanks-
giving. We need to look to the future with Hope, remem-
bering the blessings of our past, while we walk today. We 
really are in a battle for life, eternal life. Today the LORD 
has stretched my limits to bring your mind and spirit to 
this realization, “How will the lost, discouraged, and sick 
walk in the Light of Jesus unless we take His salvation, 
love, and power to them?” Will we stand before Jesus 
with their blood upon our hands, or will He say, “Well 
done, my good and faithful servant!”? Please, I am not 
throwing stones, because I am talking to myself as well. 
Time is short, the battle is sure, and Jesus is Lord, Lord 
over all! Praise Him today. Keep the Word in your heart 
and on your tongue. And Let God be God in your life. 
To my LORD be all Praise, Honor, and Glory, now and 
forever and forever, Amen!

Your Covenant Brother in Jesus Christ,

Phillip L Buttram

Good News for the day as we go into battle together. With 
all of the negativity around us, we need to look back at the 
Truth, God’s Word, to refresh ourselves to the unlimited, 
unconditional, and faithful kindness of our Heavenly 
Father. Here in, comes the writings of King David, the 
apple of God’s Eye, as he faced much of what we face, but 
at times to a much greater degree. Let’s read Psalm 37 
together and reflect on the LOVE that our Creator has for 
His Children. Sit back and listen to the LORD’s Compassion 
and Power. 

“Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou 
envious against the workers of iniquity,” (v 1). So many 
times we can get caught up in the news, watching the 
evilness of people and wonder, “Why LORD?” Worse yet, 
we can begin to worry about the well-being and safety of 
ourselves and our family. Life is not fair and we may think 
we should live in the same (or greater) blessings than the 
sinners. We are not called to be equal to, or better than, 
sinners and we should not focus on anything but the LORD 
for only He is our Source. We are just redeemed from our 
sins by the blood of Jesus and the Grace of our Father.

“For they (evildoers) shall soon be cut down like the 
grass, and wither as the green herb,” (v 2). The unrigh-
teous have no guarantee, promise, or hope of tomorrow. 
However, we know of our future homeland and of the 
promises given to us for today, tomorrow, and eternity, 
which is our Hope, Hope Eternal.

“Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell 
in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed,” (v 3). Here is a 
mandate from God, “Trust and do GOOD.” A child of 
God may sin, but that does not make them a sinner, just 
weaker than what God has called us to be. We should strive 
to do “good” to all, and walk in His blessing. And there is 
His promise, “Thou shalt be fed.” There was a time that 
life was so hard that we could not afford to buy our young 
family a bottle of orange juice, but we never went hungry. 
It may have been beef stew, macaroni and cheese, and 
cinnamon sugar toast, but we never went hungry. We have 
walked in His Word, now, we walk in His Blessings and 
Hope of tomorrow. Thank you Father!

“Delight thyself also in the LORD; and He shall give thee 

SPECIAL NOTE
There is a scramble within the office this morning 

as we move to plan “B” in the publishing and mailing 
of this letter. Yesterday was a 14 hour day for me as 
I worked to finish the artwork layouts and the make 
printing plates for our production four-color press. 

There are a lot of steps required to get our letters 
printed and in the mail. Last night, our 20 year old 
plate maker started acting up again refusing to work 
properly. It was truly an 11th hour problem as we were 
scheduled to start our heavy printing early this morn-
ing. Now, we have to drop and punt. We have made a 
substitution of our desired Gospel Tracts for this letter 
to save our time and God’s money as going to an out-
side vendor would take both. 

We have committed to buying a used, but a lot new-
er, plate maker from a local Christian Print Shop that 
they no longer need. This purchase will require my 
time and God’s money to move and set up the machine 
in our office. We are estimating about 30 days and 
$20,000.00 when it is all said and done. 

As a rule, I do not bring our needs to you because my 
prayers stand in faith on my Heavenly Father’s Love 
and ability to meet our each and every need. And He 
will! He has met our needs for over 95 years as we fol-
low His Calling and have never sold the Gospel Tracts 
that He gives us to publish.
May my Father Bless you and keep you in the Hollow 

of His mighty Hand of Power, Grace, and Love! -PB



the desires of thine heart,” (v 4). I think this verse deserves 
a book. Finding delight in the LORD is a mystery, but it is 
joy. When all Hell seems to be exploding around us, we can 
still delight ourselves in the LORD and walk in victory and 
His Peace. Where do the desires of our heart come from? 
If we are walking in the LORD, He will place into our heart 
His desires for our life, and then, as we follow Him, stand-
ing upon His Word, He will give us the desires that He 
placed in our heart and we can be walking in His perfect 
will.

“Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in Him; 
and He shall bring it to pass,” (v 5). Boy that is a strong 
statement, rather, a precious promise. If we are walking with 
Him, trusting in Him, standing on His Word in faith, and 
commit all that we are, or will be, to Him, He will bring 
His Word in our life to pass. He will make a way where 
there is no way, because Jesus is the Way! He will make a 
door where there is no door, for He is the Door. I know, 
I’ve been there and done that as He moved to make it hap-
pen, He made a way, the door, made it open, and it did.

“And He shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, 
and thy judgment as the noonday,” (v 6). This verse should 
help you stand a little taller and straighter. He knows the 
heart and intent of the mind. When others may scoff, the 
LORD will honor the faithfulness of His Righteous Chil-
dren, not in secret, but in the light of the bright noonday 
sun, for He is the eternal Light through Jesus.

“Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for Him: fret not 
thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because 
of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass,” (v 7). 
Resting in today’s hustle and bustle life is almost impos-
sible, much less staying patience while waiting for our 
prayers to be answered. We have been indoctrinated by 
high-pressure advertising in this fast paced world that we 
live in to get all of life ‘our way,’ right now. Well, life does 
not work like that, especially, in the spiritual realm. Yes, 
when we pray, things change, but most of the time we don’t 
see the change start; however, we must believe that it has 
started because God hears and answers our every prayer. It 
starts in the spirit world the instant that we prayed in faith; 
then, we must stand in faith and wait for the answer to be 
manifested in the flesh. All the time, not comparing our 
life to the life of the wicked, for they shall receive their due 
judgment and we shall receive our just reward;

“Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in 
any wise to do evil,” (v 8). Boy, here is a tough one. It is so 
easy to get hacked off because someone cuts you off on the 
freeway, or crowds in front of the line at the store, or gets 
into the Express Line with 72 items, or knocks over your 
mailbox, or steals from your front porch, or is just a jerk, 
and you want to get even with them. But getting even is not 
pleasing to the LORD. Instead, we are to walk in the Grace 

and Peace that comes from our Heavenly Father. That is 
what my son says is “taking the high road!”

“For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon 
the LORD, they shall inherit the earth,” (v 9). Here is the 
reward to verse 8. Waiting upon the LORD (in peace and 
without anger) will give you the eternal victory.

“For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, 
thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not 
be,” (v 10). Consider the wicked and their judgment. After 
your reward and their judgment, you shall look for them 
and not find them, for they shall not be.

“But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight 
themselves in the abundance of peace,” (v 11). This is a 
wonderful twofold statement. When Jesus defeated death 
and Hell, He gave us His Power to walk upon this earth in 
victory, thus, we inherited His likeness when we accepted 
Him as our Lord and Savior, and we can walk in His Peace. 
Plus, we can walk in His Peace and Power here and shall in 
the New Earth, abundantly.

“The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth 
upon him with his teeth,” (v 12). You and I have both seen 
evil people scheme against a just person, and chew them 
up publicly with their words of lies and deceit. We have a 
friend who, a few years ago, was mayor of a small town. 
When some of the city council came against him unjustly, 
he said, “I just don’t know why they don’t like me.” I know 
why, because he was just and they were unjust. 

“The LORD shall laugh at him: for He seeth that his day 
is coming,” (v 13). You don’t see this thought or concept 
very often in the Word of God. It is very powerful and yet 
very subtle. Laugher in the Word, and in the spirit world, 
simply means abundant – absurd - victory over evil, sin, 
sinner, and satan. The LORD respects everyone and desires 
that they repent of their sins and follow Him. However, the 
hardhearted, stiff necked person that has rejected the Sav-
ior of the world and the LORD of Creation, will have their 
day before the judgment seat, and their folly shall be His 
laugher for the judgment of Jesus is fair and righteous.
“The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent 

their bow, to cast down the poor and needy, and to slay 
such as be of upright conversation. Their sword shall enter 
into their own heart, and their bows shall be broken,” (v 
14 & 15). The perfect companion statement here is, ‘What 
goes around comes around!’ There is a special place in God’s 
heart for the poor, the needy, the widows, the orphans, and 
His Kids. Remember Deuteronomy 32:35, “To Me belon-
geth vengeance, and recompense; their foot shall slide in 
due time: for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the 
things that shall come upon them make haste.”

“A little that a righteous man hath is better than the 
riches of many wicked,” (v 16). Here is another verse that 
we could camp around. How many rich and famous people 

are unhappy in life, their life? They need more money, 
more power, more fame, more – more – and more, because 
there is no happiness, no peace, and no contentment in 
worldly possessions, fame, power, or money. True Peace is 
only found in the LORD, even with few possessions. 

“For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: but the 
LORD upholdeth the righteous,” (v 17). Going against the 
LORD is futile. Walking with the LORD puts you under His 
Blessing as He under-girds your steps.

“The LORD knoweth the days of the upright: and their 
inheritance shall be forever,” (v 18). Yes, we have no guar-
antee of our next breath. However, the LORD provides for 
the day and knows what tomorrow holds for us and has 
guaranteed our Heavenly inheritance through Jesus.
“They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the 

days of famine they shall be satisfied,” (v 19). The LORD 
holds His righteous children in highest esteem, and will 
move Heaven and Earth to meet their needs out of His 
Love for us. There may be trials, but there is no shame.

“But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the 
LORD shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into 
smoke shall they consume away,” (v 20). WOW! Now there 
is a visual picture of sin’s reward, the eternal flames of Hell. 

“The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the 
righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth,” (v 21). This is a 
polite way of saying that a wicked person will steal from 
you. Nevertheless, it is our duty to show love and mercy to 
others, just as God shows us His Love and Mercy.

“For such as be blessed of Him shall inherit the earth; 
and they that be cursed of Him shall be cut off,” (v 22). The 
meek shall inherit the Earth, a teaching from Jesus. But 
what does that really mean? It doesn’t mean that the whole 
world will bow down and let the meek run over them. No, 
but it does mean that living a righteous and humble life 
before our LORD will put His Power and Authority into our 
hands under the anointing of His Holy Spirit. Yes, satan is 
the god of this world, but we are not of this world and he is 
not our god. He has to yield to the power and authority of 
the meekness of God’s Children. DO NOT confuse meek-
ness with weakness. Paul said that he was the strongest (in 
the Spirit) when he was at his weakest (in the flesh).
“The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and 

He delighteth in his way,” (v 23). Double WOW! If that 
doesn’t lift your chin up off the ground, I don’t know 
what will. Who is a good man? A righteous, humble, and 
obedient child of God! The LORD watches and ordered 
their steps, meaning, He leads us through the dark nights, 
stormy waters, and fiery trials. Plus, God takes great joy 
with His children that walk with Him in victory.

“Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for 
the LORD upholdeth him with His hand,” (v 24). God is 
Holy and doesn’t make mistakes. Our Holiness is of Jesus, 

and we do make mistakes, sometimes, big blunders. How-
ever, our Father is merciful and lifts us up when we fall 
down. He is so close to us because He wants His Covenant 
Friend to succeed in all of life’s battles and challenges. His 
forgiving hand is just a prayer away.

“I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen 
the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread,” (v 25). 
Many times we walk out from under the protecting wing 
(arm) of our LORD. God NEVER forsakes, walks away, or 
pushes us away from His Love. He is always there waiting 
for us to come to Him.  He is the Provider of all that we 
need. It is His Voice of Peace that calms the troubled soul.
“He is ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is bless-

ed,” (v 26). By virtue of our adoption into the Family of 
God, He provides blessings for us as we come in and as we 
go out. His blessing is there for us, it is up to us to receive 
it. We may never have all that we want, but He supplies all 
that we need. Most of the time we cause our own problems 
and shortages by not living by His principles of life.

“Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for ever-
more,” (v 37). Eternal happiness is for the good (righteous) 
in Christ who leave evil behind them and choose to walk 
with the LORD. Walking with the LORD is a lifestyle walk!
“For the LORD loveth judgment, and forsaketh not His 

saints; they are preserved for ever: but the seed of the 
wicked shall be cut off,” (v 28). We are asked to judge our-
selves, constantly taking stock of our every thought, word, 
and action, and weighing them against the Holy Word of 
the LORD. If we judge ourself, He won’t have to.

“The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein 
forever,” (v 29). Our eternal home of Peace is Heaven with 
our Savior and our Father, and It is waiting for us.

“The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and 
his tongue talketh of judgment,” (v 30). All wisdom and 
knowledge comes from the LORD, either directly from His 
Holy Spirit or given to us through others for the benefit of 
His Children. The tongue of the righteous will speak of the 
goodness and judgment of God and His Word.

“The Law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps 
shall slide,” (v 31). David knew the worth of hiding God’s 
Word in his heart and meditating upon it. Sometimes our 
road turns out to be a narrow, steep, slippery, dark, and 
rocky mountain path. God will keep our feet sure and 
stable when we hold His hand, follow His lead, and trust in 
Him for every step we take, sometimes, one at a time.

“The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay 
him,” (v 32). Be sure that you are under intense scrutiny 
by the evil in others, saints and sinners alike, all watching, 
listening, and waiting for you to fall, slip, mis-speak, or fail, 
just so they can attack you with harsh words of condem-
nation, cutting to the quick. Walking in the Spirit will keep 
you upright, blessed, and protected. Oh, they may come at 


