in the Word of God. What is hope? The dictionary says
hope is a feeling of expectation, a desire for a certain
thing to happen. The Bible says that Hope is an expec-
tation with certainty that God will do what He said He
would do! “Now faith is the substance of things HOPED
for, the evidence of things not seen,” Hebrews 11:1. We
cannot have faith for healing if we do not have hope that
we will be healed. “So then faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the Word of God,” Romans 10:17.

So, we must have hope! Hope requires words,
thoughts, and faith to contemplate possible future
events, and is thus unique to the human race. We can
have hope on the words of a friend, a doctor, or most
importantly on the Word of the LORD. The only lasting
and eternal words are the Words from the LORD!

“Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and
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Thousands of people flocked to the local ‘Back to
School Bash’ at a public high school. The entire school
district from K to12 was invited to come as receive free
backpacks, school supplies, and books were distribut-
ed.

There was a long line for most of the night as every-
one wanted a Bible, coloring books, and devotional.
People were very eager to receive God’s Word. Most
of the children shared fond stories of reading the Bible

then they were younger. )

whose HOPE the LORD is,” Jeremiah 17:7.

“The LORD is my portion, saith my soul; therefore
will  HOPE in Him,” Lamentations 3:24.

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for
he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that
He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him,”

Hebrews 11:6.

I'm not suggesting that you need to go to the nearest
hospital and start praying for the terminally ill, or even
rush the funeral home and lay a hand on the dead, com-
manding them to “rise up and take your bed” unless
you have the faith and anointing of Elisha. However,
the Holy Spirit may ask, instruct the anointed child of
God who stands in righteousness before the Throne to
stretch out their hand in faith and give birth to faith-
filled words of Hope and healing based on the eternal
Word of our LORD. “Is any sick among you? Let him
call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:
The prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up ...,” James 5:14-15; “And this is the
confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any
thing according to His will, He heareth us: And if we
know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that
we have the petitions that we desired of Him,” 1 John
5:14-15; “Therefore I say unto you, What things soever
ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them,
and ye shall have them,” Mark 11:24.

What I am saying is that we need to be sensitive to the
Voice of God’s Holy Spirit and quick to respond to His
Calling, beckoning, instructing, urging, or prompting us
to witness, love, visit, and pray for others, both sick and
well.

Your Covenant Brother in the Eternal Hope of Jesus,

Phillis L. Buttram
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Dear Covenant Friend,

When is it OK to stop praying for a sick person?
When you see no improvement? When they become
terminally ill? When they are put under hospice care?

How does the Word of God relate to severe illness,
or even death? Are we always supposed to expect a situ-
ation to improve or may we go ahead and accept death?
Can we just let go of a person when the doctors say that
their condition is hopeless? Are we raising false hope for
the sick if we pray for a person with cancer, debilitating
disease or even if they are on their deathbed?

We have all been there. Someone calls and tells us
that so-and-so is sick and not expected to live, or a
Christian brother has been in an accident and is fight-
ing for his life, or our 95-year-old dear sister has been
moved to the Hospice short list. This person may attend
your church, may be a neighbor, a distant family mem-
ber, a extremely close friend, or a loved one. Either way,
we learn of someone who is terminally ill or injured and
will likely pass in a matter of weeks, days, or hours.

What do we do? Most of the time we do nothing.

Oh, we might call someone else and ask them to pray.
Or, sometimes, we may say a quick little prayer for the
family for strength and comfort. We might even ask the
LORD to make the person’s passing smooth, quick, and
painless. Most of the time, we are hesitant to call or visit
that person or family because it is just too hard or awk-
ward to deal with the situation. What can you say? What
can you do? Once in a while, the sick person is even
ambulatory and able to continue their semi-normal
routine before things get really nasty and they become
bedridden before the end comes.

What do you do? Do you offer a prayer, good wishes,
or a pleasant thought? Do you send a greeting card with
a cute scripture verse on the inside and a pleasing pic-
ture of flowers or a sunset on the cover? Do you make
their condition a matter of continued prayer? Or do you
visit them with an uplifted spirit and pray a prayer of
hope, encouragement, deliverance, and love on them?
Or, do you do nothing, and just let them pass in peace
and say, “Oh, what a shame. They were too young to die!”

Here are two true stories that I feel led to share with
you this morning. The first occurred years ago. My
Mother and Father were very - very close to each other,
with a love that was anchored in Jesus Christ. Dad was
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several years older than Mom, but they had everything
in common, starting with the LORD. When the Tract
Ministry grew to the point that it could support Dad,
he quit his two day jobs so he could work full-time in
the ministry, writing and publishing Gospel Tracts.
Mom worked alongside Dad day and night. They were
together, 24 hours a day, work, home, church, and play.
And never a cross word between them, truly a mar-
riage made in Heaven. People have told me that was a
lie and no two people could live together and not have
cross words or fight once in a while. That tells me that
they were too self-centered to surrender everything to
the LORD and their marriage was built on a rocky road,
on shaky ground, or under a storm cloud. God is the
God of Peace, not strife!!! Don’t know of many other
couples that can say that. Now, my Christine and I have
been married for over 50 years and don’t have any cross
words, or hard feelings, between us. Neither one of us
gets their own way, it is a union not a compromise.
When we are together, we follow Mom and Dad’s exam-
ple, and live in God’s love and not in dispute even if we
think we are right. For in a Christ-centered marriage, it
is not my way, but our way.

A little while after Dad had passed, Mom became
lonely — more homesick for Dad than just being alone.
All seven of us kids were all grown and out of the house.
About two years after Dad had passed, Mom developed
cancer. She knew she was ill but was so homesick for
Daddy, I think she just wanted to go Home. She had
several dreams where God told her that her mission was
complete and her time here on Earth was short. She was
always very active in church, which made the following
story hurt even more. She continued about her daily
activities of going to work and to church until the very
end. After she disclosed the illness to her church family,
many people wished her well, a few prayed with her,
but there was this one lady (and I won't say sister in the
LORD) who came up to her after church one Sunday
and said, “Ethel, I would pray for you, and youd get a
little better. But then, later you would get sicker and go
ahead and die anyway.” She then turned abruptly and
walked away. Boy! Did that crush Mom’s spirit! Here,
she thought that dear church lady (friend) was going to
show her God’s Love and pray with her or wish her well,
but instead it was almost a curse from her mouth that
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was delivered.

In this case, if the lady didn’t know how to handle or
respond to this situation of dealing with a terminal-
ly diseased person, she would have been better off to
have kept her mouth shut instead of hurting and cut-
ting Mom with her words. “There is that speaketh like
the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is
health,” Proverbs 12:18.

So, I ask again, when is it OK to stop praying for
sick people? When is it OK to stop visiting sick people?

A few weeks ago, we received notice that a dear friend
had been hospitalized for a bleeding ulcer. Just a couple
of days later, we heard that he had surgery and was in
the ICU. The next day, the “secret” word got out that he
was put on hospice care with no reason given for the
change in his health condition. I say “secret” word be-
cause it was treated like they [his church and his family]
didn’t want anyone to know that he had been put on that
level of care instead of rallying the troops to pray.

A little backstory of my friend. Years ago he had a
double lung transplant. And for the years that followed,
he had been in and out of hospitals, here in town and
away at special treatment centers, for one problem or
another. He had lived a rough teenager’s life, but found
the Lord in his twenties, and had a smile and love for
the LORD that was not only catching and contagious, but
brought Glory to the LORD no matter where he was or
what he was doing. In the depths of his suffering, trials,
and pain, he always had time and enough energy to lift
his hands up with joy on his face and praise the LORD
for His goodness, mercy, and grace, even as he lay on his
deathbed. See, God was not the source of his illness, but
the Source of his Happiness and Joy. He was an inspi-
ration to so many that knew him and those who saw
him worshiping his LORD when he was able to attend
church.

This man and I had known each other for 40 or 50
years, and had spoken many times during his physical
afflictions. He came by the office from time to time, or
we would occasionally talk on the phone. We didn’t have
a lot in common, other than the LORD, so our conver-

sations were usually about the Goodness and Grace of
God.
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When we received the “secret” word concerning him
being put in hospice care, I felt a desire to visit him. But
because it was kept a secret, no one knew where he was.
At home? In a hospital? And which hospital, as there are
many in our area. It wasn't a hard ‘spiritual” tug that I
felt, more of just a gentle nudge. We also didn’t know if
he was looking at six months, six days, or six hours. This
feeling to visit him was different than before, as hospital
stays seemed to be normal for him. As a rule, I keep my
visits to the sick in the hospitals short as patients may
not feel like having visitors come in and chat. If I do go,
it is to love them, pray with them, and then leave.

Just before leaving work that Thursday, we learned
my friend was in a hospital about an hour away. Driv-
ing home from the office after hearing the news and
update about my friend, the enemy started playing his
mind games in my head. “Don’t drive all the way across
town tonight in the rush hour traffic. Just wait until the
weekend when you can breeze in and out in a matter of
minutes.” But before reaching home, I felt impressed to
stop by the house of a another man I knew, who had
grown up with my friend, even though I wasn't sure
exactly where he lived. I felt the need to inform him of
our friend’s sudden turn in health, thinking perhaps
he didn’t know because they did not attend the same
church and hadn’t run together for many years.

To make a long story short, I had not seen this man
for many years, but was able to find his house. I went
up to the front door to share the bad news with him. He
told me that he and his wife were just getting ready to go
to the hospital to visit our friend. I offered to drive and
away we went. And for sure, the enemy was correct, the
traffic was the worst I had ever seen, bumper to bumper
for miles in both directions, stop and go, in and out of
the city.

After we arrived at the medical complex, we were
again delayed because the ward he was in wasn't open
to visitors and we needed to be escorted. In fact, he
was in a separate building that was totally off limits to
visitors because the patients there were either conta-
gious, quarantined, and/or terminally ill. Finally after
all of the security questions and checkpoints we made
it to his room. His family, whom I had never met, were
present and they gave us a brief synopsis of his treat-
ment and medical issues. The surgery had gone badly
and he was still bleeding internally. The doctors refused
to operate on him again because of the risk based on his
medical history. Instead, they just wanted to make him
comfortable till he died. He was on painkillers and just
waiting to go Home to be with the LORD. At his leading,
we laughed, talked, and a few stories from the past were
shared. We had stayed long enough and it was time to
go. I walked over to his side, bent over, kissed him on
his forehead, and whispered into his ear and prayed the

Love of God into his spirit.

How do you pray for a person on their deathbed?
You pray as led by the Holy Spirit of God. The futile
empty words of man are weak, meaningless, and void
when you’re looking at death eye to eye. I didn't know
what or how to pray for Jimmy, but I had to pray! So, I
let the Holy Spirit take over and He prayed. We prayed
for faith, love, power, and Jesus. As we prayed, I could
hear one of the family members behind me go into sup-
porting prayer. Then we left our dear loved one.

When you pray, pray in secret and your Father Who
hears and sees you in secret will reward you. “And when
you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the
street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, 1
say to you, they have received their reward. But when
you pray, go into your room and shut the door and
pray to your Father Who is in secret. And your Father
Who sees in secret will reward you. And when you
pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do,
for they think that they will be heard for their many
words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows
what you need before you ask him,” Matthew 6:5-8.

You see, what I didn't tell you, Jimmy was my ex-
brother-in-law, more than that, he was a covenant
friend. He was a Christian brother. We hadn’t spent
much time together over the years, but we were friends.

What is a friend, no, what is a true friend? Not
someone that you know at work, or around the neigh-
borhood, or even someone you spend a lot of time with,
and probably not a family member. I have plenty of
those, but I have very few friends. Being a friend is not
necessary based upon a time relationship, it is a matter
of a heart relationship. The following day, we received
word that my friend had gone to be with his Savior. Had
I listened to the enemy’s voice, I would have missed
those final precious few moments with my friend.

So, when is it OK to stop praying for someone when
we know that they are saved but terminally ill?

NEVER! You notice that I said when we know that
they are saved, and I'll add that they have been living for
the LORD. If we don’t know that, or their relationship
with the LORD, then our message to and prayer for the
sick should be one of repentance and forgiveness.

Do you have enough faith to pray for the sick and
believe for their healing, much less, pray for the
terminally ill? The Bible is full of stories of men of God
praying for the sick and diseased and they recovered,
sometimes just by speaking [prophesying] the word of
faith. But there are also stories of the deceased being
raised from the dead, called back to life, by the proph-
ets, apostles, and Jesus. Sometimes it was the words that
they spoke, prayed, the actions they took, or the anoint-
ing they walked under. We don't often see the mighty

healing miracles today that we have in years gone by.
“[The Shunammite woman’s son] said unto his father,
‘My head, my head. And he said to a lad, ‘Carry him to
his mother’ When [the servant]| had taken [his master’s
son], and brought him to his mother, [her son] sat on
her knees till noon, and then [he] died ... So she went
and came unto [Elisha] ... to Mount Carmel ... Then
[Elisha] said to [his servant] Gehazi, ‘Gird up thy loins,
and take my staff in thine hand, and go thy way ... and
lay my staff upon the face of the child’ ... And Gehazi
... laid the staff upon the face of the child; but there was
neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he went again

to meet [Elisha], and told him, saying, “The child is not
awaked. [Elisha] went up, and lay upon the child, and
put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his
eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he stretched
himself upon the child; and the flesh of the child waxed
warm. Then he returned, and walked in the house to
and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him:
and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened
his eyes. And he called Gehazi, and said, ‘Call this
Shunammite. So he called her. And when she was come
in unto him, he said, ‘Take up thy son.” 2 Kings 4:19-
20,25,29,31,34-36.

There are so many points in this story of love, trust,
and faith. More than what is shared in the Word. First,
notice that the Shunammite woman held Elisha respon-
sible for her son, she had faith in him, and his words/ac-
tions. Next, Elisha had proven his God given anointing
and that it even carried over to his staff that his servant
took. Finally, Elisha walked in faith and determination
that this child would live again, no matter how long
he had to pray or what actions he had to take. Her son
would live again!!! He knew that it was not God’s will
that this child (or any child) should die. He knew that
God’s power was capable of restoring life to this dead
boy.

Are we raising hope when we pray for someone? I
certainly hope so! I've heard it said that we should not
raise ‘false hope’ in someone facing a seemingly hopeless
disease or even death. There is no false hope in Jesus or



