" Pre-School Event

We were blessed again to be invited to another pre-
school handout of Bibles and Gospel Tracts to stu-
dents of all ages and their parents. It was a large turn
out and our tables received the most attention with
free Bible, Gospel Tracts, Gospel Comics, and prayer.
The team was busy from start to finish handing out,
testifying, and praying for needs. God was there as
His Word went out. Praise the LORD for the oppor-
tunity to sow His seed into His Harvest Field!
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The young and the not-so-young were attracted to
the Word of God. By the end of the day, our tables

were all but empty as all of the Gospel Seeds were

planted!
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PRAYER WARRIORS - are still needed to receive
a weekly list for prayers. Are you willing to pray for
others? If so, please send us your email address on the
enclosed Offering Blank. You will be Blessed.

WEB PAGE - we are still adding new Gospel Tracts and
other material daily. Please check it for the latest updates
> gospeltractsociety.org

DONATIONS - Please be faithful with your tax-de-

HOT OFF THE PRESS
TWO MORE COLORING BOOKS
FROM MARY CURRIER
These coloring books are 24 pages - 5.5” x 8.5” full of
nature pictures to color - paired with scripture verses
and easy to color and learn God’s Word.
Order your copies early.
They are great for after school, hand outs, Sunday

School, gifts, or any time.

FALL IS JUST AROUND
THE CORNER
Don't be left out in the cold when it{
K ¥ omes to spreading the Good News ||
about the Gospel of Jesus Christ this
Fall season.

Order your Halloween and
anksgiving Gospel Tracts early to

2025 Pocket Calendars are now available

Please remember this Gospel Tract Ministry with

your monthly giving and your estate planning.

Feel free to contact us if you have any questions.
God Bless you for your faithfulness.

ductible gifts to this faith-based ministry.
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GOSPEL TRACT SOCIETY, INC.
P.O0.BOX 1118
INDEPENDENCE MO 64051
816-461-6086
gospeltractsociety.org
gospeltractsociety@gmail.com
This ministry maintained by the gifts of God’s people.

(" “Now we command you, brethren, in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, )
that you withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly,
and not after the tradition which he received of us. For yourselves know how
you ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you,”

2 Thessalonians 3:6-7)

Dear Church Family of the Living Lord, Jesus Christ,

Our nations, states, cities, churches, and even our
families are living with ‘broken windows. Oh, not the
physical glass windows that keep bugs from flying into
our house and allowing us to see the beautiful world
outside from the comfort and safety of our dwelling
place. But windows of law, order, respect, and God’s
Word; thus giving way to disrespect, neglect, lawless-
ness, and yes, even sin.

There is a well-known teaching, a theory, and philoso-
phy that addresses the “Broken Windows” syndrome or
concept that applies to our everyday life, both personal-
ly and more importantly, our spiritual life. The Broken
Windows Theory is the 1982 brainchild of social sci-
entists James Wilson and George Kelling. They argued
that regardless of how rich or how poor, regardless of
race and ethnicity influence, regardless of historical
value or common place, and regardless of how old or
how new, one Broken Window left unrepaired (uncor-
rected) would soon lead to many more windows being
broken. One unrepaired broken window would signal
that no one cares about it, and thus, no one will care
if more windows are broken; thus, breaking a window
will cost nothing and have no negative repercussions or
consequences. This disorder increases levels of fear and
disregard for law and order, and leads to withdrawal
from the community and a decrease in involvement in
social control. Soon, there will be trash, graffiti, disor-
ders, misbehavior, and an increase in serious crimes.

We all remember the 1946 movie “It’s A Wonderful
Life” starring Jimmy Stewart and Donna Reed. There
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is a scene when a rock is thrown through one window
then another of an old abandoned house, and as the
glass is broken, the wish was made to “lasso the moon.”
There was no hesitation in breaking another window in
an old house that no one cared about, paid any attention
to, or maintained its upkeep. Unfortunately, that senti-
ment is alive and well in today’s society. Addressing the
Broken Window Concept has been applied in several
major cities over the years with respect to major and
minor crimes. When intersection window washing,
turnstile jumping, bottle throwing, littering, jay walking,
and public urinating arrests were made in New York,
the murder rate dropped from 2,000 to 600, and vio-
lent crimes of all sorts dropped to record low numbers.
Urban blighted neighborhoods turned from broken
down buildings where people were afraid to walk into
community gardens and parks where the entire neigh-
borhood would work, visit, and play. They didn’t go
after the biggest crimes; they addressed the lower-level
crimes, which led them to the people committing the
most heinous crimes. Soon, an attitude of respect devel-
oped, respect for property, people, and the law.

I remember being a tour guide in Israel several years
ago. We had stopped at one of the many ‘photo stops’
and were re-boarding the bus when one of my guests
threw a piece of paper out his window. The bus driver
came unglued and began to rant and rave a little, but
made his point very well. “NO SIR, WE DO NOT LIT-
TER OUR BELOVED COUNTRY, ISRAEL. ] HAVE A
TRASH CONTAINER UP HERE AT THE FRONT OF
MY BUS. PLEASE USE IT!” He then got oft of the bus
and picked up the paper, and put it into the trash con-
tainer. After that, we took notice just how clean Israel
was — and it was safe to walk the streets at night without
any fear of being robbed. It was just a few days later that
we drove to Cairo. The closer we got to Egypt, the dirtier
it got. Trash was on the roadway. First a little, then the
land was totally littered with trash of all sorts by the
time we reached the border. The Israelites cared about
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their country, even down to littering. The Egyptians
showed no respect for their land. The litter on the road-

way in Israel had all blown over from Egypt.
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Today, we see Broken Windows all around us at all
levels. In most US jurisdictions, most low-level crimes
are not charged or prosecuted, or if they are charged,
the charges are reduced or dismissed in an effort to save
time and money in the courts. Most of the time, the
“protect and serve” authorities just ignore the minor law
infractions. These misdemeanors are illegal because
there are laws on the books against the crimes. They are
laws for our good or for our safety. However, when the
laws are not enforced because the crimes seem so small
or thought of as a nuisance or not being a “real” crime
at all, then a greater disregard for the law grows until
there is chaos. Regardless of how you consider these
acts, there are more and more low-level crimes that are
broken every day with no penalty, i.e., speeding, run-
ning through yellow and red traffic signals, not possess-
ing legal license plates, driving buzzed, littering, and the
list seems to be endless. And it is getting worse. When
we lived in Kentucky, we learned that if we were stopped
at a red light, it was prudent to wait while five cars ran
their red light after we had a green light. We never saw
anyone get pulled over for running a red light, so they
did. The only time I saw a policeman turn on his lights
was when after the five cars had passed, he pulled out
and was almost hit broadside when the seventh car ran
the light, it always gets worse. But “Wait a minute,” you
say, “Those aren’t really crimes, they are just a little over
the limit. Everyone does it.” Maybe, but accepting less-
er crimes leads to bigger issues. Two weeks ago, I was
almost hit from behind by a guy driving at least 110-120
MPH while I was driving the ‘posted’ speed limit of 45
mph. When he topped the hill behind me, he swerved to
miss me and almost lost control, thank the LORD there
wasn't another car in the other lane. Countless times
large trucks have passed in front of me against a red
light, and it is not uncommon to see temporary car tags

a year and half out of date, but who cares? I won’t ask
you if you are committing any of these ‘lesser crimes!’

Bringing it home, what are we doing that is acceptable
in our world, our workplace, our church, and our family
that is not acceptable or pleasing to our LORD? We
talked some time back about a Men’s Bible Study group
that goes to the local brewery to have their Bible Study.
Is that a good testimony much less pleasing to God? Oh,
they told me what great sandwiches they serve, but who
cares if someone drinks a beer or two in the process?

Here’s an issue that might hurt. There is a sin, yes,

a sin, which has gotten hold of many, otherwise
well-meaning, Christians, that seems normal and to-
tally acceptable by all. Paul puts it like this, “.. Withal
[younger widows] learn to be idle, wandering about
from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers
also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought
not,” I Timothy 5:13. This verse applies to everyone,
young/old, married/single, Christian/non-Christian,
and pastor/congregation. Social media has given us
instant communication with the world. Unfortunately,

a lot of our talk is about other people. This includes our
churches, families, and politics. Not everything we
know needs to be shared with everyone we know. “..
Let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as
an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters,” 1
Peter 4:15. Proverbs puts it like this, “It is an honor for
a man to cease from strife: but every fool will be med-
dling,” Proverbs 20:3.

A couple of years ago, I shared with you how the
LORD convicted me of driving five (5) mph over the
posted speed limit. God didn't, all of a sudden, convict
me of driving fast; I had done it for years. One time,

I even drove 90 mph across an entire state, border to
border, and God didn’t jump all over me. Will driving
over the posted speed limit or running a traffic signal
send you to hell? Don’t think so. However, not obeying
the laws of the land is not pleasing to the Father. God
didn’t challenge me about my 5-over rule until I asked
Him to draw me closer to Him. Then I was fair game
for correction of things that were displeasing to Him.

Breaking the law is displeasing to God. I still want Him
to challenge/correct me when I do or think anything
that displeases Him! If we are really sincere about serv-
ing the Master with all of our heart and in all that we
do, then we will stop running the yellow and red traffic
signal lights and start driving the posted speed limit. If
we humble ourselves before the LORD in a desire to get
closer to Him, then a lot more will change in our lives.
Why is this such a big deal? Because, if we slide on these
‘small things, we'll begin to slide on bigger things that
become more dangerous, like passing on a hill or cross-
ing the yellow line. OH - I know that it is no big deal

— it is just another broken window in our life that could
mean the difference between life and death.

Speaking of broken windows in our lives, what broken
windows do we allow in our churches? Do we respect
the leadership, do we gossip about our fellow Chris-
tians, do we withhold our tithes, do we overlook sin in
our fellowship, are we all about gossip, are our messag-
es pleasing to the ear but not calling the sinner to the
Cross, are we more concerned about sports than we are
about souls, and have we lost the art and passion for
prayer? Wow, that’s a mouthful!

Since we have opened that can of worms and time
is short, what broken windows do we have in our per-
sonal lives? If this stings a little, blame God, I'm only
His vessel. We are talking to the choir, I know that, but
even the choir can be lax in their walk with the LORD.
What are we doing - or not doing - that offends God?
Do we really put God first in our lives, thoughts, and

actions? “For they that are after the flesh do mind the
things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the
things of the Spirit,” Romans 8:5. Do we get upset at the
little things? Do people see Christ in us when things go
amok? Do we put off reading God’s Word or spending
time in fellowship with our LORD because we are too
tired or too busy or think that He really isn’t listening?
Are we taking care of our earthly vessel the way God
wants us to (food - health - exercise)? Are we really
concerned about our neighbor’s soul? Do we take our
family (spouse) for granted or snap and complain, or
put our wants and needs over theirs? Are we more of an
adversary than an ally, an enemy instead of a friend? Do
we love them more than we love ourselves? “If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us,” 1 John 1:8.

Oh, these might be small things, but one broken
window will lead to more. It's human nature to go soft
or go to the left of center. When I was a flight instructor,
I would always tell my flight students when we were on
the runway, ready for takeoff, to put pressure and steer
to the right, because if they didn't, the power torque
of the engine would take them into the weeds on the
left. Meaning, you have to work just to stay on center.

If you want to keep what you have in the LORD, it takes
work. If you don't, you will slide (drift) to the left and
go into the weeds. If you want to grow in the LORD and
walk more in His Blessings and Power and Wisdom
and Knowledge and Anointing, then you have to work
harder at it. It will not happen just because you want it
to. God is waiting to rebuild - repair all of the broken
windows in our lives. We just have to ask Him and work
on getting closer to Him. “The carnal mind is enmity
against God: for it is not subject to the Law of God,
neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh
cannot please God,” Romans 8:7-8.

Times may be tough, but dear friend, they are going
to get tougher. Oh, so many people need help now; our
nation and our world is in a state of turmoil, fire, floods,
killings, earthquakes, and unrest. We get requests from
ministries here and overseas asking for financial help.
We, the church of Christ, need to be stronger with no
broken windows in our lives to be effective witnesses
and workers in these Last Days before the catching away
of His Bride. Ask yourself, “What have I allowed into my
life that is hindering my walk with my Heavenly Father”?
Then, ask your Heavenly Father to show you your
broken windows and begin working on repairing the
broken windows and start walking closer to the Father.

Still looking for and repairing broken windows,

Yaur Covenant Brother in Jesus Christ,

Phillep L. Buttram
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