
Dear Covenant Family;
    The Lord bless and keep you in the hollow of His Hand. “Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, 
and meted [measured] out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the Earth in a measure, and weighed 
the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance?” Isaiah 40:12. What gentle loving hands they are. If there was a paint-
ing of our Lord, a painting that truly captured the totality of His Glory, Character, Personality, and Love, you could not 
stand back far enough to view the entire painting at one time. When thinking on the immensity, the grandeur, and vast-
ness of my LORD, and the way that He planned and put into motion time, places, people, and events, I get lost. We last 
talked about the High Priestly line transitioning from the Old Testament High Priest to Jesus Christ and just a few of His 
servants our LORD used to fulfill His Prophecy to bring the Royal Priesthood to its pinnacle through the life and death of 
the Messiah, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
   Earlier this month, while reading His Word, I again saw the beautiful handiwork of this master tapestry weaver as He 
moved in the lives of His faithful children, and the nation of Israel. What timing, what foresight, and what compassion 
He shows toward His own. Samuel is our focus of God’s goodness. Samuel’s life and leadership role in the nation of Israel 
is like no other in history. His story is far too expansive to cover in one simple letter. Samuel was a Judge, the thirteenth 
and last Judge of Israel. His first calling and duty was, however, that of a prophet. I just love how the Holy Spirit puts His 
Words together, “The child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the Word of the LORD was precious in those 
days; there was no open vision,” 1 Samuel 3:1. “There was NO open vision” in Israel at that time. Meaning, that no one 
was receiving any Word or prophecy from the LORD. The LORD always has something to say when there are ears to not 
only hear, but to listen to His spoken Words. Several times in the Bible, men sought to hear the voice of the LORD, but 
there were no righteous ears to listen to His voice. During this time, Eli was the High Priest. There was sin in Eli’s camp 
and God’s voice was silent. However, God had a plan, and that plan was Samuel. (Saul is another good example of unrigh-
teous ears longing to hear the Word of the LORD. He was so fearful and longing to hear from the LORD that he hired the 
service of the witch of Endor to summon up the spirit of Samuel.)
   Samuel began to live in the Temple with Eli when he was around the age of six. Some scholars think that he was ten when 
we read, “The LORD came, and stood, and called … Samuel, Samuel,” 1 Samuel 3:10. The LORD had waited for righteous 
ears to listen to His Voice. God called him by name. Too young to be called a man, yet mature enough to be trusted by the 
LORD. What the LORD told Samuel that night was a heavy message. “Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the 

 “The LORD remembered 
Hannah. Wherefore it came 
to pass, when the time was 
come about after Hannah 
  had conceived, that she

   bare a son, and called his
       name Samuel, saying, 
          Because I have asked 
                him of the LORD,”
                       1 Samuel 1:19-20.

GOSPEL TRACT SOCIETY, INC.                                               MAY 2018

‘Do what seemeth thee good; tarry until thou have weaned 
him; only the LORD establish His Word.’ So the woman 
abode, and gave her son suck until she weaned him. And 
when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with 
three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, 
and brought him unto the house of the LORD in Shiloh: and 
the child was young. And they [sacrificed] a bullock, and 
brought [Samuel] to Eli. And [Hannah] said, ‘Oh my lord, 
as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by 
thee here, praying unto the LORD. For this child I prayed; 
and the LORD hath given me my petition which I asked of 
him:  Therefore also I have lent him to the LORD; as long as 
he liveth he shall be lent to the LORD.’ And he worshipped 
the LORD there,” 1 Samuel 1:21-28. Most rabbis translate 
this as “They Worshiped the Lord.”
     Samuel was probably around six years old when Hannah 
took him to the Temple to lend him to the Lord and to live 
with Eli the High Priest. Weaning a child at this time was 
more than getting them to eat solid food. It was a time of 
nurturing and teaching them the basics of life, family, and 
of the LORD. It was the equivalent of getting them ready for 
the next step, going to grade school. What JOY and yet what 
SACRIFICE it was for Hannah to wait 30 years to give birth 
to a healthy baby boy only to lend him to the LORD six years 
later. It is interesting that it is recorded in most of the texts 
that Hannah LENT Samuel to the LORD. She retained her 
position, her role as his mother. Hannah’s responsibilities to 
her son did not stop there. Every year she would make and 
take a new coat for him to wear in the Temple, “[Hannah] 
made him a little coat, and brought it to him from year to 

year, when she came up with her husband to offer the year-
ly sacrifice,” 1 Samuel 2:19.
    There are more blessings in the life of Hannah that need to 
be mentioned. First, “Samuel ministered before the LORD, 
being a child, girded with a linen ephod,” (2:18). What a 
fulfilled blessing for Hannah and Elkanah to see and know 
that Samuel was called and ministering before the LORD. 
Plus, on their yearly visit to the Temple at Shiloh, “Eli bless-
ed Elkanah and his wife, and said, ‘The LORD give thee seed 
of this woman for the loan which is lent to the LORD.’ And 
they went unto their own home. And the LORD visited Han-
nah, so that she conceived, and bare three sons and two 
daughters. And the child Samuel grew before the LORD,” 
(2:20-21).
    And lastly, Hannah prophesied of the bounty and good-
ness of the LORD, and of Jesus, the coming Messiah, “And 
Hannah prayed, and said, ‘My heart rejoiceth in the LORD, 
mine horn is exalted in the LORD: my mouth is enlarged 
over mine enemies; because I rejoice in thy salvation. There 
is none Holy as the LORD: for there is none beside Thee: nei-
ther is there any rock like our God. Talk no more so exceed-
ing proudly; let not arrogancy come out of your mouth: for 
the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by Him actions are 
weighed. The bows of the mighty men are broken, and they 
that stumbled are girded with strength. They that were full 
have hired out themselves for bread; and they that were 
hungry ceased: so that the barren hath born seven; and 
she that hath many children is waxed feeble. The LORD kil-
leth, and maketh alive: He bringeth down to the grave, and 
bringeth up. The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich: He 
bringeth low, and lifteth up. He raiseth up the poor out of 
the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set 
them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne 
of glory: for the pillars of the Earth are the LORD’s, and He 
hath set the world upon them. He will keep the feet of His 
saints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness; for by 
strength shall no man prevail. The adversaries of the LORD 
shall be broken to pieces; out of Heaven shall He thunder 
upon them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth; and 
He shall give strength unto His king, and exalt the horn of 
His anointed,’” (2:1-10).
   It is not uncommon for us to read about a mother killing 
her children for one reason or another. It is still evil and 
from the devil. Yet, God still blesses the family who loves 
and raises their children in the ways of the LORD. Our LORD 
still hears and honors the prayers of a loving mother. At 
times, the answer may take years, but God “REMEMBERS” 
each and every holy prayer.

God Instructs Samuel To Anoint David As King Over Israel  After 
Rejecting Saul’s Sinful Life.



ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle. In that day 
I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken 
concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make an 
end. For I have told him that I will judge his house forever 
for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made 
themselves vile, and he restrained them not. And therefore 
I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s 
house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering forev-
er,” 1 Samuel 3:11-14. 
   If you will, try to imagine with me that you are ten years 
old, living day and night in the church building with the 
pastor. He is teaching you the things of the Lord and of the 
church. Essentially, he has adopted you and one night the 
LORD tells you He is coming against the pastor because of 
his sins. Now, are you going to go back to sleep for the re-
mainder of the night, then, get up and tell everyone what 
the LORD told you? Don’t think so. Neither did Samuel. The 
Word states that Samuel lay there until morning, and then 
opened the Temple doors at the appointed time. Samuel did 
not plan to tell Eli. Eli knew something was up, why else 
would the LORD speak to a child, Samuel, instead of him-
self, the High Priest. Samuel acted like a righteous man and 
faithfully related to Eli the spoken Words of the LORD when 
Eli insisted on knowing the message of the LORD’s visitation. 
The Word of the LORD that came out of Samuel’s mouth was 
prophecy concerning Eli, his sons, and their deaths. From 
that point on, Samuel was known as a prophet of God to the 
nation of Israel, and in distant lands. 
    Where did Samuel receive this righteous and responsi-
ble attitude that both Eli and the LORD respected? Eli was 
teaching him the ways of the Temple duties. Without any 
doubt, we have to give credit to Samuel’s parents for his hon-
orable traits, especially his mother, Hannah. 
    Hannah would have been in her early teenage years when 
she married Elkanah. Elkanah truly loved Hannah. As is in 
most cultures, Hannah was expected to give Elkanah chil-
dren, and male children were required for a wife to be fully 
respected in the neighborhood. Hannah could do neither. 

Hannah was the fourth wife mentioned in the Bible to suffer 
infertility after Sarah, Rebekah, and Rachel. 
   There is no doubt that both Hannah and Elkanah (and 
all of their family) were praying years for a baby, hopefully, 
for a boy. Elkanah and his family were devout servants and 
worshipers of God, and they attended the annual feasts as 
required by the Law of Moses. The oral tradition of Jew-
ish Law [the Mishnah] ordains that when a couple has been 
married for ten years without bringing any children into the 
world, the husband was required to take a second (or addi-
tional) wife in order to fulfill the commandment to be fruit-
ful and multiply. Hannah probably encouraged Elkanah to 
take a second wife so that he would be honored and not be 
ashamed in public as being childless, husband of a barren 
wife with no children for an heir, much like Sarah convinc-
ing Abraham to take Hagar to bear him children to fulfill 
the prophecy of the LORD. 
    In spite of Elkanah’s love for Hannah, he took a second 
wife, Peninnah. “[Elkanah] went up out of his city yearly to 
worship and to sacrifice unto the LORD of hosts in Shiloh. 
And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests 
of the LORD, were there. And when the time was that El-
kanah offered, he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her 
sons and her daughters, [their] portions: But unto Hannah 
he gave a worthy [double] portion; for he loved Hannah,” 
1 Samuel 1:3-5.
    Just as in the river-of-life of Abraham’s household, Sar-
ah and Hagar, and Rachel and Cilhah, the waters between 
Hannah and Peninnah were rough and white-capped. “And 
[Hannah’s] adversary [Peninnah] also provoked her sore, 
for to make her fret, because the LORD had shut up her 

womb. And as [Elkanah] did so year by year, when [Han-
nah] went up to the house of the LORD, so [Peninnah]  pro-

voked [Hannah]; therefore [Hannah] wept, and did not 
eat,” 1 Samuel 1:6-7.

CHILDLESS, HARASSED, BROKEN, A VOW MADE
   Peninnah was anything but infertile. It is believed from 
the writings of Josephus, Jewish records, and verse 1:8, that 
Peninnah bore Elkanah 10 sons plus daughters. “Then said 
Elkanah her husband to her, ‘Hannah, why weepest thou? 
And why eatest thou not? And why is thy heart grieved? Am 
not I better to thee than ten sons?’” 1 Samuel 1:8.  
    Elkanah was perplexed. He was a good husband. He loved 
Hannah and gave her more than he gave the others. He had 
met her physical needs and showed her his love, wasn’t that 
enough? What more could he do?
   We can roughly guess that Hannah was childless for 
30 years and was mocked, vexed, and made miserable by 
Peninnah for around nineteen years before she made her 
prayerful covenant in faith to the LORD on the Temple 
steps. “[Hannah] was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto 
the LORD, and wept sore. She vowed a vow, and said, ‘O 
LORD of hosts, if Thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of 
Thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget Thine 
handmaid, but wilt give unto Thine handmaid a man 
child, then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of his 
life, and there shall no razor come upon his head.’ (Notice 
that she was respectful to the Lord even in her grief. She was 
very specific in her request, and she declared her commitment 
to the Lord.) It came to pass, as she continued praying be-
fore the LORD, that Eli marked her mouth. Now Hannah, 
she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice 
was not heard: therefore Eli thought she had been drunk-
en. (Praying is not just thinking the words; it is speaking the 

Elkanah’s Love For Hannah Fuels Peninnah’s Jealousy To Mock And 
Harass Hannah’s Already Broken Heart Into Distress And Tears.
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“Hannah rose up after they had eaten ... Now Eli the priest sat upon a 
seat by a post of the Temple of the LORD. And she was in bitterness of 

soul, and prayed unto the LORD, and wept sore.”

Hannah Fulfills Her Vow To The Lord By Lending Samuel To Live In 
The Temple Of The Lord For The Rest Of His Life.

words, even if they are spoken in a whisper.) Eli said unto 
her, ‘How long wilt thou be drunken? Put away thy wine 
from thee.’ Hannah answered and said, ‘No, my lord, I am 
a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine 
nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before the 
LORD.’ (Again, see her respect, this time for the position of 
the High Priest.) ‘Count not thine handmaid for a daughter 
of Belial [the devil]: for out of the abundance of my com-
plaint and grief have I spoken hitherto.’ Then Eli answered 
and said, ‘Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant thee 
thy petition that thou hast asked of Him.’ [Even though Eli 
was living in disobedience to the Lord, he still served the Lord 
in Grace.] She said, ‘Let thine handmaid find grace in thy 
sight.’ So the woman went her way, and did eat, and her 
countenance was no more sad. [Peace, she found peace hav-
ing faith that her Lord would answer her Prayer.] They rose 
up in the morning early, and worshiped before the LORD, 
and returned, and came to their house to Ramah: and El-
kanah knew Hannah his wife; and the LORD remembered 
her. [This is not a reference to the Lord remembering Hannah; 
it is an action word of honoring her covenant.] Wherefore it 
came to pass, when the time was come about after Hannah 
had conceived, that she bare a son, and called his name 
Samuel, saying, ‘Because I have asked him of the LORD.”’ 
1 Samuel 1:10-20. His name made her declaration of “My 
prayers were answered!”

SAMUEL GIVEN TO THE LORD
    The following year, “The man Elkanah, and all his house, 
went up to offer unto the LORD the yearly sacrifice, and his 
vow. But Hannah went not up; for she said unto her hus-
band, ‘I will not go up until the child be weaned, and then 
I will bring him, that he may appear before the LORD, and 
there abide forever.’ Elkanah her husband said unto her, 

The Lord Responds To The Demands Of The Israelites And Instructs 
Samuel to Anoint Saul As Israel’s First King.


