When Jesus saw the great multitudes that followed Him from Galilee,
Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judaea, and beyond Jordan, He went up into a
mountain, and when He was set, He taught them. (Matthew 4:25, 5:1-2)

Dear Covenant Friend,

When we read or study God'’s Word, we often focus
on a specific event, thought, or a particular verse, but
seldom do we look at the whole picture or the complete
storyline. At least, I don't. Often, we may read only a
few chapters at a time or study one subject; thus, we can
lose the flow or continuity of the story or time line. We
have all read, and perhaps even studied, the Sermon on
the Mount, or parts thereof, including the Beatitudes,
Salt and Light, Jesus fulfilling the Law, and dealing with
topics such as anger, lust, divorce, and oaths. There are
twenty, well-deserving, separate topics that Jesus taught
during that Sermon, and each one has been a subject of
countless sermons and writings.

Let’s take a quick look at what was going on with Jesus
at that time. [ believe the true identity of Christ was
hidden from satan until He was baptized in the River
Jordan by John the Baptist, and the LORD spoke from
Heaven and said, “This is My beloved Son, in Whom I
am well pleased.” Satan knew Christ was born, but did
he know Who He was at that time? Oh, there were the
Wise Men, the Shepherds, and singing, but which little
boy in Bethlehem was the Christ Child? He tried to kill
them all. Once the LORD declared that Jesus, standing in
the River Jordan, was His Son, there was no doubt! The
enemy knew Who Christ was, and the attack was on. It
lasted until Jesus died on the Cross. His water baptism
was His informal [spiritual] christening event in which
He was declared God, called, ready for, and approved
for ministry.

It was then that Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into
the wilderness to be tempted by satan forty days. After
the multiple temptations, the angels ministered to Him
(there's another story there). Returning to civilization,
Jesus heard His cousin John [the Baptist] had been cast
into prison. He then traveled to Capernaum and began
to preach. Next, He began to call men to be His disci-
ples and added to His ministry the works of the Holy
Spirit, teaching, healing, and casting out demons. As
they traveled and ministered, the word was spread far
and wide of His powers, and people began to flock to
Him, not to hear His Words, but to get something from
Him. “.. Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, and preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom,

and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of
disease among the people. And His fame went through-
out all Syria: and they brought unto Him all sick people
that were taken with divers diseases and torments,

and those which were possessed with devils, and those
which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and
He healed them,” Matthew 4:23-24. Jesus wasn't there
just to heal or deliver them, or meet their needs, He was
there to teach them and fulfill the Word of the LORD
given by the prophets.

Jesus was the master of using metaphors, especially
during His Sermon on the Mount, His first recorded
teaching. Today, we are only going to take two small
bites of Jesus’ Sermon, but, OH, what a mouthful they
are. Let’s look at His use of the metaphor of “SALT”
in Matthew 5:13 and “LIGHT” in Matthew 5:14-16
as they apply to His followers then, and especially how
they apply to the Church of today. First: “You are the
SALT of the Earth: but if the salt has lost HIS savor
[saltiness), wherewith shall it be salted? It is thence-
forth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be
trodden under foot of men,” Matthew 5:13. Notice, He
did not say “lost its savor” but rather, He said “lost HIS
savor.” It might be just in the translation, but I think that
He wasn't talking about the chemical “salt” but about
His “righteous servants.” Also, Jesus said that “YOU
ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH!!!” Not ‘you are
like the salt’ - or ‘you'll be like the salt, but you “ARE”
the salt of the Earth. So, what is it about “salt” (or the
properties of salt) that applies to men, particularly, the
righteous child of God?

We all know and use salt for seasoning and flavor
enhancement. But, salt will change everything that it
comes in contact with. It will change and brighten the
flavor of foods, making sweet things taste sweeter, other
flavors tastier, or fuller-brighter, and it will even melt
ice. There are many different kinds, types, and flavors
of salt. But all salts are basically - salt. Except, “Epsom
Salt” which really is not salt at all, but is magnesium,
sulfate, and oxygen [a chemical compound] gener-
ally used externally for aches and pains of the body.
This is not a chemistry class, but in brief, for a better
understanding of salt, chemically, it is NaCl (sodium
chloride). All salts have the same core value, but the
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processing and added flavors or chemicals will alter the
taste and application. Only a small percentage of the
salt produced today is used for culinary purposes, but
it is used extensively in the production of chemicals like
chlorine, plastics, paper, and a host of other products,
plus de-icing, fertilizing, water softening, and (for you
old-timers) making ice cream. However, too much salt
on food will not only make it unpalatable, it can ruin
your health.

Even though we primarily use salt for seasoning in
today’s culinary world, it was highly valued in ancient
times and has been used for thousands of years to
preserve foods. It was used in trade as money, and the
Roman, at one time, even paid their soldiers in salt.
Without salt to preserve their food, the edible food
would become tainted, rank, spoiled, and even poison-
ous. Our spiritual roles in today’s toxic society as believ-
ers in Christ are to be preservers to the world, preserv-
ing it from the evil inherent in the society of ungodly
men and women whose unredeemed natures are cor-
rupted by sin and manifested in every part of our lives
as they are driven and led by satan. Christians should
bring goodness [godliness| into our families, churches,
communities, and nation, promoting right and helping
stop bad things from happening in our everyday lives.
‘We are meant to be a positive influence, improving our
communities and showing others kindness and love
while standing up for justice and correctness. When
Christians lose their righteous input in their area of
influence, then things will go to [pardon me] hell.

Let me remind you what happened in 1939 when Hit-
ler rose to power and Nazi Germany started attacking
nations and murdering millions, while some German
Christian pastors remained silent because they did not
want to get involved in politics? Their salt was naught,
nil, good-for-nothing, and worthy of being thrown un-
der foot. It is not political to stand up for what is right in
God’s Eyes according to His Word!

What is your Salt worth? Is it worthy of changing
evil for good and righteous, or worthy of being ground
cover? Standing for the right “salt’ position doesn't have
to mean that you have JESUS stamped on your forehead
in red ink for everyone to see, nor stand on the street
corner yelling “JESUS SAVES,” but rather a lifestyle of
value, honesty, and godliness. If you are not one of His,
then you are not! Without the Salt of the Righteous in
our world’s everyday events, evil will prevail. Contami-
nated salt loses its effectiveness and identity. Christians
lose their effectiveness and saltiness when they become
contaminated with sin, greed, selfishness, lust, or apathy
for the Gospel and for good works.

Salt also has the Biblical properties or symbolism of
preservation or permanence, as was seen in the judge-

ment of Lot’s wife when she sinned and looked back at
Sodom and Gomorrah against God’s instructions. Being
turned into a pillar of salt was meant to show a perma-
nent, non-changing, irredeemable ruin, and never to

be restored judgment for disobedience to God’s Com-
mandments. She had left Sodom and Gomorrah physi-
cally, but her heart had not left Sodom and Gomorrah as
she longed for that life-style. [That well has deep water.]

One Biblical use of salt that is often overlooked is that
of being used for purification. *... Thou shalt make it a
perfume, a confection after the art of the apothecary,
tempered together [with incense salt], pure and holy,”

Exodus 30:35.

“... Every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou
season with salt; neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the
Covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat offer-
ing: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt,”

Leviticus 2:13.

Salt also has healing properties for the body. Using it
may sting a little at first, but it is beneficial in healing
canker sores, ingrown toenails, sore throats, stuffy-run-
ny noses, psoriasis—eczema, heartburn, bug bites, and
heat cramps. Salty Christians are quick to take a stand,
believe for, and pray for healing for themselves and
especially for others, standing against the attacks of
the evil one on the human body and mind. Remember
when Elisha healed the waters that caused death and
barren land, “.. The men of the city said unto Elisha,
‘Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this city is pleas-
ant, as my lord seeth: but the water is naught, and the
ground barren. And he said, ‘Bring me a new cruse,
and put salt therein.' And they brought it to him. And
he went forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast
the salt in there, and said, “Thus saith the LORD, I have
healed these waters; there shall not be from thence any
more death or barren land.’ So the waters were healed
unto this day, according to the saying of Elisha which
he spoke,” 2 Kings 2 19-22. He was not speaking super-
stition or performing a magical act, he was speaking a
faith-filled declaration of covenant, and an act of obedi-
ence. He put actions (works) with his words.

Salt can also destroy. It was used, at times, to destroy
the enemy’s territory and crops. Today, we are called up
to stop/stand/destroy the areas of darkness, strongholds
of the enemy’s grip, through the power and guidance of
God’s Holy Spirit and the Armor of God. “Finally, my
brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” “Wherefore
take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all,
to stand,” Ephesians 6:10-11; 13.

As strange as it might sound, salt can be used for




fertilizing when used properly and in small quantities.
In this sense, we are commissioned to plant the Word of
God in His Harvest Fields, watering and inviting oth-
ers to the Cross of Calvary, spreading Hope in Love to
the lost and downtrodden. “And Jesus went about all
the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
and preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom, and healing
every sickness and every disease among the people. But
when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with com-
passion on them, because they fainted, and were scat-
tered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith
He unto His disciples, “The Harvest truly is plenteous,
but the laborers are few; Pray ye therefore the LORD of
the Harvest, that He will send forth laborers into His
Harvest”” Matthew 9:35-38.

Salt was also an integral role in sacrifices in the Old
Testament. We are to live a life of sacrifice for the sake
of the Gospel. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sac-
rifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reason-
able service. And be not conformed to this world: but
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God,” Romans 12:1-2.

It holds a deep significance in the Bible as a lasting
commitment in the “covenant of salt.” “... Every obla-
tion of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt;
neither shalt thou suffer the SALT OF THE COVE-
NANT of thy God to be lacking from thy meat offering:
with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt,”

Leviticus 2:13.

The “salt of the covenant” refers to a Biblical con-
cept that signifies a binding and enduring agreement
between God and His people. It emphasizes loyalty,
preservation, and the seriousness of promises made in a
covenant. Often, eating someone’s salt (or bread made
with salt) was a binding and lasting covenant between
parties, symbolically the same as being ‘blood brothers.

Being a salty Christian doesn't mean you are bitter,
annoyed, or resentful; it means that you are serving
as God’s standard, standing for goodness, value, and
worth. It is not political; it is living Godly principles
and commandments in your everyday life.

Second: What about Jesus’ metaphors concerning
“LIGHT?” “You are the LIGHT of the world. A city
that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light
a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candle-
stick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.
Let your LIGHT so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in
Heaven,” Matthew 5:14-16.

Again, Jesus is speaking in the affirmative, you ARE
the LIGHT of the world. Not you ‘should be a light, or

you ‘can be a light, but “YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF
THE WORLD!” What are men to see in you? “That they
may see your good works.” Good works are not some-
thing you do to bring you attention or appreciation. NO,
it is to bring GLORY to the LORD!

Billy Graham once said that “the light of the world
means allowing one’s actions to shine brightly”

Actions = Works = Light.

If you are walking with Jesus, does your light reflect
Jesus? The effects of light are immediate and far-reach-
ing. If you turn on a flashlight on a cloudy moonless
night, in the countryside where there are no roads or
houses, you can immediately see as far as the light will
shine, and anyone in the area for miles around will be
able to see where the flashlight is located.

One of the basic rules of flying (and proper driving) is
to turn your lights on, even in daylight or bright sun-
shine, because you can be seen by other pilots/drivers/
pedestrians. People will see your light long before they
can see your airplane (or car). It is a matter of safety,
be seen and be safe. I can remember many a dark and
stormy night, flying in the clouds solely by my instru-
ments in total darkness, looking, staring out the front
wind screen for some lights as we approached an air-
port, and what relief it was to see the bright rotating
white and green beacon or runway lights showing me
the way home.

Light is so important that people have, and still do,
worship it. Evil will seek and lurk in the darkness. Spiri-
tual Light will expose evil darkness.

What is the driving force spreading the LIGHT of the
Gospel in the dark places of the world? Missionaries!
Who has food programs for the poor? The Christian
churches. So many times, reaching the lost or hurting
is from the hand that is offering a hot meal, a clean set
of clothes, a repair job on their car or house, or a kind
word and a listening ear. It is important that we show
the light of Jesus in our words and lives with the loving
work of our hands.

God created light so we could walk and live in it. He
could have made us so we could walk and live in total
darkness, like some of the deep-sea creatures that live
on the ocean’s floor without light. Jesus is the Light of
the World, shinning into the darkness of this satan-in-
habited world. We are to be His flashlights to those
walking - living in darkness. We are not called to be
“Closet Christians” but to be open and exposed, leading
others to the Light of the World, Jesus Christ!

Lights are to be a working force, seen and shining.
Lights on the tall TV or radio towers are not there just
to be pretty blinking red and white lights. NO, they are
there as a warning of the danger of a piece of steel stick-
ing straight up in the air 2000 feet or more. Lights are



functional to warn or illuminate.

Several years ago, a couple of boys were going about
saying that lights got hot because they were working
hard to suck up darkness. The point is that they are
working against darkness by spreading light.

There are two ways to see light: look straight at its
source, or look at what it is illuminating. What does
your light look like? What are you illuminating.

When used, salt has an immediate influence of change
and light an immediate illumination upon its environ-
ment.

One of the goals of the Church should be that non-be-
lievers would think and say that the Christians are
the ones who rush in when everyone else is running
out; who don’t give up on crumbling inner cities, who
bring peace to war-torn nations, who put an end to
human trafficking, who fight in the war against sickness
and disease and mental illness, and who help when
and where there is no help, without consideration of
self-glory or repayment.

When the communists took over Russia in 1917, they
vigorously persecuted the church but did not make
Christianity illegal. However, their treatment of church-
es and Christians was immediately hostile, character-
ized by confiscation of church property, suppression of
religious education, and the establishment of a secular
state. Bolshevik decrees nationalized all church land,
closed religious schools and seminaries, and made civil
ceremonies for marriage and vital records the norm.
This was part of an initial effort that striped the Church
of its power and resources with all social needs being
met by the state. Harsher campaigns of imprisonment
and violence against clergy and believers began in the
years that followed even though their Constitution guar-
anteed freedom of religion. It established that only the
Soviet Republic would render “material and all other as-
sistance to the workers and poorest peasants,” effectively
making it illegal for Christians to do any good works.
The Church in Russia didn’'t die but was under pressure.
“Take away community service, and you take away the
Church’s power, influence, and evangelistic effectiveness.
The power of the Gospel is combining its life-changing
message with selfless service.”

The Church is called to provide clarity, guidance, help,
and truth. Being a light on a hill doesn’t mean that you
are there just for yourself, but for the good of everyone
who can see you.

“Then spoke Jesus again unto them, saying, ‘I am the
Light of the World: he that followeth Me shall not walk
in darkness, but shall have the Light of Life,” John 8:12.

“.. You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a peculiar people; that you should show
forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of

darkness into His marvelous light,” 1 Peter 2:9.
“Jesus called us to be salt and light. What do salt and
light have in common? They change the environments
they come in contact with. They don’t conform. They
don’t affirm. They transform what they come in contact
with. My question for you is, are you transforming the
environment you come in contact with? Your place of

work? Are you transforming your family? Are you trying

to lift people up? Are you trying to reject evil? It says in
Psalm 97:10, “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: He pre-
serves the souls of His saints; He delivered them out of
the hand of the wicked.” What do you want to be caught

doing upon Jesus’ return? Do not allow eschatology to be
an excuse for you not to fight evil. Do not allow the signs

of the times for you to be paralyzed, static, to not en-
gage in the culture. We are living through this amazing
moment. We are seeing young people on campuses come
towards Christ. And now it’s us. We must meet them
not with a watered down happy go lucky, you know, you
can keep on going as you are. No, no. We must challenge
people to be greater, to reach higher, to be Biblical, and
to be Christ-like. And I'm telling you, this generation
cannot just be the most conservative generation, but the
most Christian generation as we continue to be salt and
light in every single walk of our life.” - Charlie Kirk.

“.. I sought for a man among them, that should
make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before Me for
the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none,”

Ezekiel 22:30.

The identity of salt and light are descriptions of ways
Christians should influence their surrounding environment.
Identity is never given just to be invisible, it always influenc-
es and illuminates our environment. Likewise, the Church
exists not for the institution’s sake but for influence (salt) and
illumination (light).

Your Covenant Brother In Tesus Christ.

Phillip L Buttram

-

Politics or Position in Christ
There have been a few comments concerning our last
newsletter in regards to making a political stand. As was
stated in the letter, it was not written in support of any
political party or person. Any time a leader of a family,
church, community, or nation calls for prayer or asks
for prayer, it is the Church’s obligation, commitment to
heed that request and pray, either for the family, church,
or nation. Given the state of the world, it behooves us,
the Church, to honor the request of our nation’s leader
to bow our knee and pray. Pray for our families, church-
es, young people, the nations, and their leaders!
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